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of‘ authorities—Mr Gandhi’s autobiography, 

My Experiments with Truth ; Mahatma Gandhi : his 0 zv 7 i 
ry,^ and Mahatma Gandhi at Worki^ both of which have 
n edited by Mr C. F. Andrews. There remdns the 
arkable study by Monsieur Romain RoUand.^ 
ess ambitious, though very helpful, books have been 
Gandhi: the Ma 7 i,^ by Millie Graham Polak, and 
staining Gandhi, by Muriel Lester. The Epic Fast, by 
lal, contains valuable material for a survey of the 
ichable campaign in 1932. 

Recent books, which admittedly influenced me as I was 
writing my own study, aie Years of Destiny, by Professor 
| . Coatman; Renascent India^ by Father II. C. E. Zacharias; 
The Indiati Chaos, by F. W. Wilson, and A Letter from 
ndia, by Edward Thompson. 

It would be easy—and yet foolish—to append a full 
biography of the books which I have perused since I first 
came to know India some seven years ago. May I, how¬ 
ever, record that, while I have never consulted the pages 
of Mr Edward Thompson and Mr G. Garratt without 
profit, I number the authors of A Passage to India and 
Hindoo Holiday amon^ the best interpreters of India? 

Just as I was about to complete this book, I.,ord Irwin 
succeeded his father and became Lord Halifax. As few 
who knew Lord Halifax in India can readily accustom 

^ London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd. 
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ige of title, 

M-in unaltered. The desire t( 
to Indian and other readers 
resent almost insuperable dif 
»pe^ this breach of courtesy. 


Ks jirstifies, 
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APOLOGY 


“ . . . Macbeth is the tragedy of a man betrayed by an obses¬ 
sion. Caesar is bfetrayed by an obsession of the desire of glory, 
Antony by passion, Tarquin by lust, Wolsey by worldly greed, 
Coriolanus and Timon by their nobleness, Angelo by his righteous¬ 
ness, Hamlet by his wisdom. All fail through having some hunger 
or quality in excess. Macbeth fails because he interprets with his 
worldly mind things spiritually suggested to him. God sends on 
many men ‘ strong delusion, that they shall believe a lie.’ Othello 
is one such. Many things betray men. One strong means of 
delusion is the half-true, half-wise, half-spiritual thing, so much 
harder to kill than the lie direct. I'he sentimental treacherous 
things, like women who betray by arousing pity, are the dangerous 
things because their attack is made in the guise of great things. 
Tears look like grief; sentiment looks like love; love feels like 
nobility; spiritualism seems like revelation.” 

John Masefiei.d: William Shahespeare. 

Of John Stirling, his friend, Thomas Carlyle has written: 
“ It is better to be unknown than misknown.” There is 
no danger of Mr Gandhi becoming unknown. He has 
provoked as much literature as any other man living. 
More than a decade ago M. Remain Holland saluted 
him with a biography. Mr C. F. Andrews has devoted his 
gifts of intellect and imagination so that the people of 
the world might the better comprehend the mind of the 
Mahatma. Moreover, Mr Gandhi employed his leisure 
hours in Yeravda Gaol by writing an autobiography, which, 
in its way, is as remarkable as the Confessions of Rousseau. 
But an autobiography does not render further biographical 
studies of no account, as the friends of Anthony Trollope 
will bear witness. My own short study does not pretend 
to dim—still less to replace—the great Autobiography; I 
shall have accomplished no small task if I have led others 
of my countrymen to read and consider Mr Gandhi’s own 
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The Tragedy of Gandhi 

And yet I claim that even the Autobiography can¬ 
not deliver Mr Gandhi from the embarrassment of being 
misknown. 

When I was at Oxford I forgot altogether the claims of 
my tutors and examiners, and read rather deeply into the 
vast literature of Napoleon. I was in perpetual pursuit of 
an answer to the question: “ How far was Napoleon the 
creator rather than the creature of his own greatness? ” 

I did not know that these studies—so little calculated to 
secure me a good degree — were actually preparing me for 
my later encounter with one who, in so far as he is a man 
of peace, is greater than Napoleon; but who, in so far as 
he trusts his feelings and not his intellect, falls far short 
of Napoleon’s stature. 

I first went out to India in 1927, to take up a post 
recently relinquished by Mr Eric Linklater, author of Juan 
in America. I had just read Miss Mayo’s Mother India. It 
took me at least six months before I could rid myself of 
the last prejudice Mother India created for me. Then it 
took me another six montlis before my naturally con¬ 
servative mind understood that Lord Irwin was working 
out the most comjilicated Imperial problem of our time 
in the spirit of Edmund Burke. Only then could I realize 
that Lord Irwn and Mr Gandhi were pursuing the same 
goal, though by different paths. It had become only a 
matter of time when those two paths should converge. 

Not until March 1930—four days before the march to 
Dandi began—did I meet Mr Gandhi face to face; it is 
fair to claim that we became friends almost at once. 

Less than a month later I was making a perilous trek 
across Persia. On Easter Sunday I sat amid the ruins of 
Persepolis. In the distance a great cloud of dust appeared. 
Eventually I was able to distinguish a concourse of people, 
mules and horses. The vast caravan approached and then ■ ' 
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The Apology 

moved swiftly by. They were Kashgai tribesmen on the 
marbh. Ruined Persepolis concerned them not at all. 
Near by^in the desolate plain of Murghab—was the 
crumbling tomb of Cyrus, opce called the Great. New 
Delhi is not the only city planned by the Empire-builders 
of the East. 

I'hen I went from Persia into Russia. As the train 
meandered through Georgia and the land of the Cossacks, 
I realized how little the Soviet experiment has changed 
thd character of the Russian peoples. The Imperial Crown 
still dominates the minarets and domes of the medieval 
Kremlin; there would almost certainly be a revolution if 
M. Stalin attempted to pull it down. 

On the day of Mr Gandhi’s arrest I was in Berlin. When 
the Civil Disobedience movement was at its height I was 
in Quebec, Toronto and Vancouver. On the day that the 
first volume of the Simoii Report was published, I elbowed 
my way along Fifth Avenue. 

In August I returned from Montreal to Cardington as 
one of the thirteen passengers on board His Majesty’s 
airship the R.joo. A fellow-passenger was M. Jacques 
Cartier, direct descendant of the first European to reach 
the shores of Canada and to found, so his contemporaries 
thought, a new Empire for France. In mid-Atlantic -I 
entered into an argument on the justice of Mr Gandhi’s 
protest against machinery. My disputant believed that the 
machine, used intelligently, would solve man’s major 
problems. If the machine has become a curse, he argued, 
it is because man has not yet learned to appreciate the 
beauty of leisure. A few weeks later, my friend perished 
in the flames of the wrecked Rjoi. Yet I do not doubt 
that his faith lives on. 

Friends have told me that my absence from India 
during some of the most critical months of her recent 
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history incapacitates me for offering a sPidy of the principal 
actor in this strange drama. To this argument I reply, that 
■ my absence enabled me to see the whole drama; lor I 
;,j have been able to watch,;|rom the stalls, the pit and the 
I? wings. I have discussed' Mr!,Gandhi with men and women 
in New York and Berlin. 1 have conversed with men 
in Moscow who ilhconcealed their impatience with a 
man fundamentall]'^ diiferent in character' and aims from 
their revered Lenin. I have seen Mr Gandhi, therefore, 
through the eyes of my countrymen and through the eyes 
I of foreigners. 

I have no wish, however, to call the American a foreigner. 
It is a sound instinct which tells him that the history of 
India is somehow bound up with the history of his own 
country. When I was last in New York, more than one 
writer of leading articles, I found, was confusing the 
Salt 'Fax with the Stamp Act. But they were right in 
pointing out that it was not until the loss of the American 
colonies that—in Pitt’s often misquoted words—^^India 
became the brightest jewel of the British Crown. And if 
anyone complains that there is now no public intere.st in 
India or in Mr Gandhi, I would invite him to go to Canada. 
Canada takes the problems of Empire very seriously. She 
has followed the evolution of the idea of a Federal India 
closely, for it is a reminder of her own history. Besides., 
she believes that in thirty years’ time she will be a first-! 
class Power. The centre of Empire, according to her 
prophets, is one day to shift from England to North 
America. How will new Canada co-operate with ancient 
India ? As I journeyed across the great continent of 
North America I realized more clearly than before that 
our future relations with India will end in disaster, unless 
they are to have a sound ethical basis. Fundamentally, 
Mr Gandhi is right: morals and politics are one. 



In August 1931 I sailed on board the Mooltan with the 
majority of Indian delegates to the second Round Table 
Conference. I was leaving India, it seemed, for good. But 
at least I was to come into stiU closer contact with Mr 
Gandhi while he was in Lon(|j@isl his behaviour in 

London that revealed to me tfee bragic ^qualities of his life. 
Mr Gandhi is a man of no great; schqljirship, and his early 
years in London were not d%&gMshed. He went to 
South Africa because—to put it bluntly—he could not find 
a suitable job in his own country. South Africa gave him 
his opportunity; for he was able in the end to convince 
three continents that Indian residents in a foreign land 
deserved the rights of citizenship. He fashioned for the 
world the new instrument of non-violence, of Satyagraha; 
and within a few months the world that professed to 
admire the instrument of Satyagraha was at w^ar. Mr Gandhi 
reached London the day after war was declared. Mr 
Gandhi, apostle of non-violence, was soon championing 
the British cause with the whole-hearted loyalty that he 
had once championed her cause during the Boer War. A 
keener mind would have perceived that, by supporting 
any of the combatants during the Great War, the author 
of Satyagraha w'as committing himself to a logical absurdity; 
but whereas an Englishman might base his pacifism on 
reason, Mr Gandhi bases it on feeling and the emotions. 

After the War, India is disillusioned and bitter. She has 
fought for the freedom of nations; she has fought for 
civilization; she has fought “the war to end war.” Her 
reward has been the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms; in 
other words, reforms on the instalment plan. She looks 
for a leader, and she imagines she has found him in the 
apostle of non-violence, whom hitherto she has scarcely 
known, and who has spent the greater part of his life in 
South Africa. This disciple of Ruskin and I'olstoy, this 
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Government have been wrong in regarding him merely as 
the head of one of the numerous parties of India. Whatever 
faults and failings he may have, whenever he appears to 
dominate Congress he is a power to be reckoned with. 
The Government had a chance of negotiating with Mr 
Gandhi—and I am convinced that he came to London 
with peaceful intentions—while he was stUl not only a 
great figure, but a great influence. They might have made 
him their strongest ally. They chose to tread him down. 
I believe that he left London still prepared to wrestle with 
his Working Committee for the sake of peace. The Govern¬ 
ment of India would not allow him his opportunity. They 
would not give him time—in Disraeli’s phrase—to educate 
his party ; with the result that Englishmen suddenly found 
themselves committed to a dual policy of repression and 
reform. The people who thought Redmond an extremist 
forgot that there were men like Collins and De Valera to 
take his place. The people who think Gandhi an extremist 
are oblivious to the energy and directness of the Youth 
Movement in modern India. Those who called Mr Gandhi 
an extremist ten years ago might at least acknowledge that 
the three Round Table Conferences are securing for India 
reforms far more sweeping than those demanded by 
Mr Gandhi during the first Civil Disobedience movement. 

But I must not digress. Mine is not primarily a political 
study. I am concerned first and foremost with the study of 
a man. If there is a strong personal bias in this book, I 
ask the reader for his forgiveness. I have not pretended to 
give very much material that i.s new. Those who want 
more material must turn to Mr Andrews and the auto¬ 
biography. What I claim to give is a fresh interpretation. 
If Mr Gandhi is the biggest personality I have yet en¬ 
countered, I cannot associate myself with the hysterical 
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admiration bestowed upon hiiti by people who are in other 
ways sane and reasonable. Against certain of his doctrines 
I rebel with all my heart and with all my mind. 

I detest his asceticism. It is not tlie asceticism of his 
masters, Ruskin and Tolstoy, strong men struggling to 
tame an ardent imagination; but the asceticism of a 
moralist who is not an artist. Mr Gandhi has destroyed 
more beauty than any man of our generation. When he 
ordered the public burning of all foreign cloth after the 
War he did not shrink from the fact that he was committing 
many priceless treasures to the flames. Dr Rabindranath 
Tagore protested, but in vain. The Mahatma imposed upon 
India the Gandhi cap, and the Gandhi cap is a hideous 
invention. Tribesmen and caste-men who wore their own 
variety of turban and puggaree for centuries have been 
urged to discard them for the Gandhi cap of coarse khaddar. 
One day they will discard the Gandhi cap with relief. Yet I 
suspect that they cannot return to their turban sxid puggaree. 
Some lovely heritage of ancient India will be lost for ever. 

.1 detest Mr Gandhi’s praise of poverty. I detest the 
poverty of India’s peasants as much as I have detested the 
* ostentation of her rulers. India is hopelessly poor, and she 
I is becoming poorer. Her population increases at the rate 
. of three millions a year. One has no right to teach the 
Indian peasant that poverty is of God; for it is not true. 
We have solved the problem of production; we must now 
solve the problem of distribution. And when I consider 
that problem I think not only of redemption for the men 
and women who walk sorrowfully along the Embankment 
in London or Riverside in New York; I think of the 
hundreds of millions of underfed Indian peasants. So long 
as their condition remains unchanged, it is only by a gross 
misuse of language that we can speak of over-production 
at all. 
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inally, 1 detest Mr Gan(^i’s praise of suffering. It is 
■a feminine and masochistic doctrine. We no more live in a 
' world freed from suffering than we live in a world freed 
from evil. Suffering is something to avoid and overcome 
or, if it must come our way, to meet quietly and with 
dignity. Non-violence may involve suffering; but the 
suffering does not of itself justify non-violence. 

While I was writing this study of Mr Gandhi the Oxford 
Union agreed to the motion that “ this house will in no 
circumstance fight for King and Country.” This motion 
—taken far more seriously in London than in Oxford- 
had at least the merit of thoroughness. Young men, born 
while the guns of Flanders boomed across the Straits of 
Dover, were, I fancy, nurtured on the belief that we have 
fought “the war to end war.” There are some among 
them who argue that, since the next war wnil be fought 
not by generals at the heads of millions of combatants, 
but by chemists with a staff of highly trained assistants, 
capable of bringing the ultimate victory to their side witliin 
half-an-hocir of the declaration of war, our Armies and 
Navies might as w'elt disappear. It is not for me to expiress 
a view on the attitude of these young men. It is, how¬ 
ever, a matter which concerns Mr Gandhi deeply, for he is 
acknowledged to be the great pacifi.st of our generation. 
As Mr Andrews admits, his weapon of Satyagraha has 
given us the moral equivalent for war which, .according to 
William James, the world is seeking. Yet Mr Gandhi—a 
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stretcher-bearer during the Boer War and a recruiting 
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sergeant during the Great War—shirks even to-day the 
problem of India’s defence. , 

It is odd; but the author of Satyagraha has not given 
the world its comprehensive philosophy of pacificism. He 
did not approach non-violence with his intellect. Neither 
did he approach poverty or suffering with his intellect. 
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foUpwers of Wesley, Wght to b>!eKj^; 

“"'~td was to be found in he^vai, 
pilous ordinances of men wko reaped 
fejiefits of the Industrial Rsvohition* We do not y^t t^ 
P?i^dge a teaching—^^such as Mr Gandhi’s—whieh is to : | 
'men and women mto the control of economic _a^ 

:ial exploiters. When Mr Gandhi pr^es poverty, 
just as wrong as the reactionary who beKeves that peasants^ 4, : 
5 ■»> since they seem to be content with their mi^rable concfitibn^l's? 
should be left afone. 

T follow a difficult aiurse. 1 shaU be eJtccanmunicate4iU\!;, 
ali^ by the Mahatma’s entourage —who, I fear, do not always ' ‘ 
welcome criticism^—and by tlie great men who resent 
the intrusion of Mr Gandhi with his wayward et^onodps 
and his disconcerting adhermee to Trudi. This cannot be 
helped. I have discussed Mr Gandhi with many msati in 
India. We have admired him and we have hated him; 
but each, according to his capacity, has tried to imdersj^d 
him. His career has baffled me constancy during the past 1 
seven years. Perhaps this is because Jife h^ baffled Im 
career. Life conspires agdbst men who woeld impose an 
unnatural order ttpon the world, feandhi. the ;^cetic, 
(Jaudhi the moralist and socM reformer, Gandhi the 
politician set loose forces stronger than himself. He has 
not fashioned Me according to his own pattern. No man 
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Preparation 

“ If the Indians have become the pariahs d? the Empire, 
it is retributive justice meted out to us by a just God. 
Should we Hindus not wash our blood-stained: hands 
bcfotvrwe ask the English to wash theirs? Untouchability 
has degraded us, made us pariahs in South Africa, East 
Africa, Canada. So long as Hindus wilfully regard untOnch- , 
ability as part of their religion, so long Smir^is impossible 
of attainment. India is guilty. England has done nothing 
blacker. The first duty is to protect tire w<&ik and helpless 
and never injure the feelings of any individual. We are 
no better than brutes until we have purged ourselves of the 
sins we have committed against our weaker brethren.” 

Mr Gandhi spoke these words at a conference of the 
depressed classes which took place at Ahmedabad, within , 
view of his once celebrated Sabarmati ashram, during the 
hot weather of 1921. Ibiis speech—the best he has so far 
delivered—is famed chiefly for its reference to one of his 
earliest inhibitions. He had scarcely learned to speak his 
native Gujerati before he w'as told that on no account must 
he touch any of the children who played at the entrance 
to his father’s compound. Their skin w^as darker than his; 
for their ancestors were living in India long before the 
great Aryan migrations began. They wore no shikka —the 
little tuft of hair by which the faithful are lifted up to 
heaven at their death. There was no sacred thread on their 
brown and naked chests. They were Untouchables. Their 
touch polluted and defiled. In Southern India even the 
passing of their shadow' rendered the twice-born impure. 
The boy could not understand. He asked his mother to 
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^'forgotten Governors of Bombay, and the earthenware vases 
from Birmingham were all in their proper places. Somehow 
or other a vast army of servants managed to shake the 
palace into the tidiness and sobriety of a South Kensington 
boarding-house, and the Prime Minister arrived early at 
his office, so that he might create the impression that 
affairs of State were working him to death. Fortunately, 
the visits of the Political Officer were rare, and when his 
back was turned, an overwrought Prince would order a 
red-hot curry and the Prime -Minister comfort himself 
with a fresh supply of betel-nut. Life once more regained 
its ease and leisure, and there was little beyond the distant 
and spasmodic rumbling of agitation in British India to 
impair the divine right of the Prince or the natural efficiency 
of the Prime Minister. Kathiawar presents the same scene ® 
to-day, except that a few of the Princes have purchased 
Rolls-Royce cars, which ply along the very few roads and 
lanes that Kathiawar provides. And to-day ihere are rather 
more Princes, Prime Ministers and private secretaries 
who cultivate a delicate Oxford accent and chew their 
betel-nut, if at all, with the utmost secrecy. 

The statecraft of Kathiawar is homely and rather 
vulnerable. The princely houses have many younger sons. 
Some of them would make excellent ministers of State, 
but the Princes know whom they should employ near the 
throne. Younger sons and a discontented nobility are 
dangerous. Th'ey should be left to play polo. The Indian 
States contain one miniature Versailles after another. The 
Prince appeals over the heads of his nobility to men who 
owe everything to their talents. Just as Louis the I^ourteenth 
preferred the employment of Colbert to the employment 
of a Marquis, so, more often than not, the Princes of 
Kathiawar recruited their officers from families other than 
their own. It so happened that, in the middle of the last 
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^ntury, tHe Rana of Porbandar employed Ota Gandhi— 
a man without any family pretensions. Ota Gandhi was a 
Modh Bania of the Vaishnava caste. His immediate ances¬ 
tors, like those of most other Modh Banias, were retail 
tradesmen. Above him in the social scale at Porbandar 
were many who belonged to the Brahman and Kshattrya 
castes. He was straightforward and honest, but he could 
be uncompromisingly bhmt and obstinate, and there came 
a day when the Rana ordered Ota Gandhi to surrender the 
seals of office. Ota Gandhi at once left Porbandar for the 
neighbouring State of Junagadh. The Nawab of Junagadh 
did not hesitate to receive the disgraced Minister, who 
saluted him wuth the left hand. “ The right hand,” Ota 
Gandhi explained, “ is reserved for Porbandar.” Ota was 
an oddity, and he had twice married. He was the Mahatma’s 
grandfather. 

His .son, Kaba, was both more pliable in his political 
allegiances and more uxorious. P'irst of all, he succeeded 
his father as Prime Minister of Porbandar. Then he re¬ 
linquished the post in favour of his brother, and became 
Prime Minister of Rajkot, which is the principal state 
of Kathiaw^ar. Later on, he ceased to be Prime Minister 
of Rajkot and became Prime Minister of Vankaner—as 
though the British Prime Minister could leave Downing 
Street to-morrow with the comfortable assurance that 
there awaited him either the Premiership of New South 
Wales or the Presidency of the Bail Eireann. There was, 
indeed, an additional advantage; for when at last Kaba 
Gandhi returned to Porbandar, he took with him a pension 
from Rjykot. / i ' 

Kaba Gandhi had been three times a widower before 
he married a very young girl called Putlibai. There tvas a 
serious discrepancy in their ages; but the antipathy of 
enlightened Hinduism to early marriage—or marriage 
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«.t>c^een ageing men and young girls—was not yet roused, 
and on and October 1869, Putlibai became the mother of 
a boy, who received the names of Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi. The Gandhis afforded a striking example of the 
joint Hindu family, for many lived under the same roof 
in the Prime Minister’s house at Porbandar, and little 
Mohandas must have been well advanced in his boyhood 
before he could distinguish clearly between his brothers 
and sisters, his half-brothers and half-sisters, his uncles, 
aunts,, step-uncles and step-aunts. But we have his own 
personal assurance that he used to be a good mathematician. 
The house in Porbandar still stands. The town of Porbandar 
is clean and pleasant. The waters of the harbour ripple in 
the sunlight and thick groves of palm-trees provide the 
town with abundant shade. Little Untouchable children 
still play beyond the compound of the house that was once 
the residence of the Prime Minister; though they are lucky 
if they ever find a child of Modh Bania parents who will 
dare to touch them. The birthplace has never become a 
place of pilgrimage; but then who among the European 
and Arherican visitors to Bombay has^ever paid a pilgrimage 
to the birthplace of Rudyard Kipling? 

The Prime Minister, uxorious and pleasure-loving, was 
deeply attached to the ritual of the temple. He took his 
duties and responsibilities gaily, and indeed the excellent 
system by which, instead of going into opposition, he was 
able to exchange one Premiership for another was admir¬ 
ably calculated to soften the hardships of office. He was 
not scholarly, and he was not well versed in the literature 
of his religion. So long, however, as he could wander from 
one temple to another, he was content. Far deeper, more 
prone to fanaticism, was the religion of the youiig wife. 
Putlibai Gandhi had married almost without her know¬ 
ledge, and certainly without her consent. She lived among 
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The Tragedy of Gandhi 

step-children almost as old as herself and, as these things 
are reckoned in Europe, she was unlettered. None the less, 
she had something like a religious genius. She was a natural 
ascetic who loved discipline almost for its iwn sake. She 
took strange vows. Sometimes she would vow to abstain 
from food until the sun came out. In the monsoon, when 
deep blankets of clouds swept over the coast of Gujerat, 

' the sun would be completely obscured for days on end. 
Putlibai Gandhi would grow thin and haggard. Her 
children, observing this condition, often watched for some 
rift in the clouds; and if such a rift appeared and the sun 
was to be seen again, the children at once raised a cry for 
their mother. Often, however, the rift disappeared before 
Putlibai had time to au.sw'er the children’s call. What did 
it matter.^ God had not intended her to break her hist that 
day. The wife of the Prime Minister would return to her 
household duties with a smile. 

It was a matter almost of Cf jii vention that wlien Mohandas 
had reached the age of thirteen—a year after his resolve 
to destroy the stigma of Untouchability—Kaba Gandhi 
should arrange a marriage. On three distinct occasions the. 
Prime Minister had betrothed his son to a girl whom the 
intended bridegroom had never seen. But his betrothals 
were as short as his own marriages, and^tw'o of the be¬ 
trothed girls had died. Marriages and fifenerals are costly 
features of IIindu life. The money-'i' Hindu family is 
prepared to expend" bn each event is out of ail proportion 
to its income. The chief item of expenditure is, of course, 
the dowry, w'hich must be paid by the parents of the bride. 
It is a feature so unwelcome that usually an Indian is not 
congratulated upon the arrival of a daughter, and there is no 
doubt that the marriage conventions have been an incentive 
to female infanticide. None the less, a certain amount of 
the expense must be met by the parents of tl e bridegroom. 
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one occasion he returned to his wife and the family bear¬ 
ing upon his body the marks of a possibly well-earned 
chastisement. 

Mohandas knew all the arts of sex before he was fourteen 
years old. It hardly occurred to him that he should regard 
his young wife as something other than the instrument of 
his pleasure. It was not possible that his relations with her 
should incur the displeasure of the Prime Minister, still 
less of Putlibai. But even in India, where men mature and. 
decay more rapidly than in the West, marriage comes 
before the sex-life is complete. The English adolescent 
first discovers friendship, and then grows more deeply 
conscious of the fact of womanhood. With Mohandas 
Gandhi marriage came long before he had grown to value 
the friendship of other youths. How it was that an older 
boy—once the companion of his brother—grew attached to 
Mohandas we shall never know. The older boy was mag¬ 
nificently built. He could run and jump with the grace 
that an athletic Indian alone possesses. Mohandas, enslaved 
in his pinched and awkward body, envied him. He wished 
to become as strong and as beautiful as his friend; and 
this, the friend assured him, w’as easy. He had only to eat 
ineat. 

Plere, indeed, was foul and horrible sin. The Gandhis 
were not only Modh Tanias; they were disciples of the 
Jains, and a Jain monk will frequently cover his mouth 
with muslin, so that no fly may enter and be accidentaliy 
swallowed. Mohandas shrank from the temptation. The 
older boy persisted. Meat-eating, he pointed out, was all 
part of the “wave of reform.” Even Mohandas’s older 
brother was eating meat on the sly. For long Mohandas 
resisted. It mattered not at all that, like compulsory games, 
meat-eating had become part of the “wave of reform.” 
He had successfully resisted the one reform. He would 
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^^pxhi resist the other. Against his purpose, however, stood 
the strong, weB-mouided arms of the meat-eating athlete.; 
The strength of a lion he owed entirely to the eating of 
flesh. How would the English have conquered India if they 
had not been fiendish meat-eaters ? How can the Indians 
expel them from the Motherland until they themselves 
have tasted flesh ? The tlerculean tempter was slowly 
subduing Mohandas to his will. 

The Gandhi fiimily'grew anxious. Putlibai and the girl- 
wife begged Mohandas to end the friendship. But this 
he refused to do. He knew perfectly well that his friend 
w'as “ wicked.” He wanted, he said, to reform him. The 
reformation proceeded apace. Mohandas was seen less and 
less frequently in the Prime Minister’s house. The desire 
to be free from the inhibitions of the Jains, to grow" strong 
and graceful, to compete with success in the local Olympiad 
became at last irre.sistibie—Mohandas tasted meat. 

He was sick. He felt degraded and impure. When he 
went to bed that night he fiincied that a live goat was 
bleating inside him. For the second time in life he had com¬ 
mitted a grave sin. Unlike the touching of an Untouchable, 
the eating of meat was a sin that his conscience could 
not prompdy condone. Yet for about a year Mohandas 
and his friend met clandestinely to eat meat. He increased 
neither in strength nor beauty. Fie Was still afraid to sleep 
with his wife unless a Ciindle was burning in the bedroom. 
He was never to be the stuff of which athletes are made. 
Moreover, it became increasingly difficult to conceal this 
dietary practice from his parents, and Mohandas seems to 
have had throughout his life a genuine horror of telling 
lies. Yet to have told the truth was quite impossible. It 
would have been easier for George Washington to confess 
to the destruction of an entire forest of cherry-trees than 
for Mohandas to confess to a Vaishnava family that he had 
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this honour.” And then be continued to write of “ this 
shame of my carnal desire, even at the critical hour of my 
father’s death, which had demanded wakeful service. It 
is a blot I have never been able either to efface or to forget; 
and I have always thought that, although my devotion to 
my parents knew no bounds, so that I would have given 
up anything for it, yet it was weighed in the balance that 
hour and found unpardonably wanting, because my mind 
was in the grip of lust. I have therefore always regarded 
myself as a lustful, though a faithful, husband. It took me 
long to get free from these shackles, and I had to pass 
through many ordeals before I could find release.” 

It was a turning-point in his life. A few weeks later the 
baby arrived. It did not live for more than three or four 
days. 

The ladies of Porbandar crowded round Putlibai to 
console her in her grief. The widowed mother of the 
Thakore Saheb came, as before, to seek spiritual counsel 
from so good a woman. Putlibai was neither lettered nor 
clever, but India is moie impressed by goodness than by 
cleverness. God—the ladies of Porbandar assured Putlibai. 
—^would bless her children. Mercifully, terrestrial blessings 
were already assured; for when the rulers of Porbandar, 
Rajkot, Junagadh and Vankaner had already looked to the 
Gandhi family for the supply of their Prime Ministers, 
who could doubt that a Dewanship awaited Mohandas 
Gandhi? All he had to do was to pass a few examinations. 

Examinations were not, however, the boy’s strong point. 
Air Giles, the Inspector of Schools, was not the only peda¬ 
gogue who had gone away disappointed. When schooldays 
in Porbandar had ended ingloriously, Mohandas was sent 
to a college in Bhavnagar, which is another of the Kathiawar 
States. Here again there was no distinguished record, and 
the family that had supplied so many Prime Ministers for 
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Kathiawar began to ask how it would be possible to make 
Mohandas Prime Minister of Porbandar. In despair, they 
sought the advice of Mavji Dave, a wise.old Brahman, who 
Avas paying the family a visit. He seems to have told the 
Gandhis quite bluntly that there was no hope for Mohandas 
at his present rate of progress. He might in course of time 
become a bachelor of arts. He might eventually become a 
vakil. But, even in those days, India was beginning to feel 
the glut of graduates. Why not. Mavji Dave argued, send; 
Mohandas to England? It was daring but excellent advice. 
The anglicized Indian gains an honorific prestige. He will 
obtain posts denied to abler men who adhere more stub- ' 
bornly to the traditions and conventions of their own 
country. It is not bad policy, perhaps, to send the fool of 
the family to England. From his own son’s career, the 
cynical Brahman added, he knew that it was quite easy to 
become a barrister in England. t 

Those words were like thunder. In the late eighties 
fewer Indians than old Mavji Dave imagined were prepared 
to cross the Arabian Sea, and so risk the loss of caste. To 
Putllbai the advice was almost blasphemous. Young men 
in England, she had heard, were morally lost. They drank 
intoxicating liquor. They even smoked cigars. It was not 
for the purpose of rearing anglicized sons that she used to 
fast until the sun came out. But if this unlettered and 
ascetic widow could have contended successfully against 
the Brahman, her protests to her son were unavailing. A 
strain of inflexible obstinacy had at last asserted itself. No 
sooner had Mohandas heard Mavji Dave’s advice than he 
re.solved there and then to go to England. It mattered not 
at all that he was married and that he w^as now a father. 
Whatever moral objections his mother might make, they 
must be brushed aside. If Putlibai feared that he would eat 
meat, drink intoxicating liquor and smoke cigars, Mohandas 
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would take a vow to do none of these things. He even 
brought a Jain monk to the late Prime Minister’s house. 
The Jain monk was ready to administer the oath, and in 
his presence the boy solemnly vowed to live a celibate life 
in England, and to abstain from all wine, meat and smoking. 
Putlibai could plead no longer. It was not for her to 
question the will of God, 

Other difficulties presented themselves. Word passed 
from one Modh Bania to another, that a member of their 
caste was about to leave Kathiawar for England. Hitherto 
few—if any^—Modh Banias had so dared to bring disgrace 
upon their caste. Nothing was done until Mohandas had 
actually left Kathiawar; but soon after he reached Bombay 
he was summoned to a meeting of the caste. The leaders 
warned him that unless he abandoned his journey to 
England he would be solemnly excommunicated. The 
boy’s full-grown obstinacy came to his aid. He defied a 
threat that would have driven other young members of his 
caste to despair. Nothing would intimidate him; and so 
the solemn excommunication came into effect, and to this 
day there are many Modh Banias who argue that Mohandas 
Gandhi is still an excommunicated person. 

Then at last the voyage begins. One more Indian boy 
starts his quest into the unknown. He is by nature truthful 
and stubborn. His religion, so far as it developed, is 
practical rather than mystical. He is married to a girl whom 
he did not choose, and who was never intended to be his 
intellectual companion. It does not occur to him that in 
marriage a woman has rights, and that it w^as, perhaps, 
easier for him to take a vow of celibacy than for her to 
wait three years for the return of her young lord. Marriage 
itself has been something of a disappointment. Friendships 
have failed him; he will never again seek the intimacy of 
men. Despite constant acquaintance with the married 
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hfs kieals, and oflfered at once ta sell the violin. She seem^i 
lo have been a nice woman, and, without a doubt, she was 
musical. ’ 

An Indian without his violin-case walked back to his 
rooms. He was more than glad to be rid of the burdens 
of music, dancing and elocution, though no one has yet 
explained why Mohandas is able to speak English with an 
accent that is unmistakably Oxonian. He had made his 
great renunciation. Yet it was not the renunciation by 
John Henry Newman when he forgot his violin for ever. 
Still less was it the renunciation made by Arthur Wellesley 
when, realizing that devotion to music might interfere 
with his military career, he broke his violin over his knee. 
Newman was an artist in prose, and Wellesley an artist in 
action. Mohandas is not an artist at all. 

There are things besides music, dancing and elocution 
that go to the making of an English gentleman. Mohandas 
could not ignore his vows. He had made those vows to 
satisfy a mother whom a census officer would have promptly 
called “ illiterate.” Abstention from meat was proving a 
severe barrier to social intercourse. There was, of course, no 
truth in the story that a Kathiawari convert to Christianity 
had been compelled to eat beef and drink intoxicating 
liquor, though in actual practice English Churchmen 
seldom divorced the sermon from' their midday dinner of 
beef and Yorkshire pudding. Forty years ago vegetarianism 
was still the fetish of cranks, who might dine with each other, 
but could scarcely be expected to dine in a respectable 
and Christian household. ■ • 

Moreover, there was nothing scientific—or even pseudo¬ 
scientific—about Mohandas’s abstention. He did not believe 
that meat-eating was wrong. He fully intended to eat meat 
again after his mother’s death. He would even do all in his 
power to make India a meat-eating country. A solitary 
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' 1/ow stood between him and good English beef. Friends 
begged him to forsake a vow made before an unlettered 
mother. Landladies hinted that such a faddist was more 
trouble than he was worth as a lodger. Mohandas had half- 
starved himself, and he was encountering for the first time 
the rigours of an English winter. But persuasion w^as 
useless. 

He ate what he could from the meals that were provided. 
He would leave the meat and eat the potatoes, cabbage 
and dish-water soup. When he felt cold and famished, he 
took long walks all over London. It was during one of 
these walks that he discovered a vegetarian restaurant. 
Near the door a vendor was selling copies of Salt's Plea 
for Vegetarianism. Mohandas thanked God for the dis¬ 
covery—any sceptic will agree that it was providential— 
bought a copy of the Plea for Vegetarianism and entered 
the restaurant. He had his first big meal since his arrival 
in England. 

Salt’s Plea for Vegetarianism he read from cover to 
cover. It made him an ardent convert to vegetarianism. 
The dreams of winning India to meat-eating vanished in 
a night. Mr Salt, for all we know% was no more effective 
in his advocacy of vegetarianism than was Mr Bell in his 
advocacy of correct English pronunciation. But early in 
life Mohandas had desired to subject his intellect to his 
will. His intellect, he knew only too well, had mocked the 
vows he made before his mother. But he would sooner 
surrender his intellect tht&i his will. He seized eagerly 
upon all opportunities to make his intellect obedient to his 
will. Few people could have offered William James a more 
instructive example of the will to believe. 

Other books followed the Plea for Vegetarianism. Almost 
all were concerned with the problem of the simple life 
and not one of them has survived the scrutiny of later 
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^ iived. so long in the public eye that he was fast becoming 
respectable. Even William Ewart Gladstone had taken, to 
, listening intently to his speeches in the House of Commons. 
Mrs Besant went further than a respectable atheism; she 
had become a Theosophist, and she was spreading the fame 
of Madame, Blavatsky throughout London, thus rousing 
a fury among the unsympathetic that even Mary Baker Eddy 
could scarcely have surpassed. All manner of people were 
finding their way to the Blavatsky Lodge, and among 
them came Mohandas Gandhi. Mrs Besant’s efforts to 
convert him were not successful, and they were probably 
not very strenuous. Mohandas was not learned, clever or 
artistic. He could never have^ made a Krishnamurti, and 
when he declared that he did not want to join any particular 
religious group, Mrs Besant cheerfully left him alone. It 
WES not for her to foretell the events that still lay in the 
womb of time. 




Theosophists have this advantage over most other 
religious people in England—that they are aware of the 
' fundamental truths which justify all the great religions 
of the world. They have been prepared in their fashion 
to learn all that Hinduism can teach them. Two brothers 
—both of them Theo.sophists—were making no great 
departure from their traditions, therefore, wlien they asked 
Mohandas to instruct them in the Gita., which they had been 
reading in Sir Edwin Arnold’s monumental translation. 
With shame the truthful boy had to confess that he 
i; had never read the Gita’, but he undertook to read it at 
K once with the two brothers. It was better, he found, than 
the Hebrew and Christian Testaments, It was more pro¬ 
found and more beautiful. He was being instructed in 
London in his own religious literature through the medium 
of English—a strange training for Mahatma-dom. 

Associated with an ardent desire for greater simplicity 
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in life was a profound reverence for courage and vSincerity in 
others, and it was only to be expected that he should be 
among the mourners at Bradlaugh’s funeral in Brookwood 
cemetery. He tells us that almost every other Indian in 
London was present at the funeral. So also were a large 
number of Anglican clergymen. The clergy of that generation 
showed an unstinted admiration of courageous utterance. 
Huxley, among other agnostics of his day, had a marked 
weakness for the friendship of clergymen. When Oscar 
Wilde waited desperately for the sureties that the police 
demanded, help came from a clergyman whom he did not 
know. The clergyman was proud to come forward because, 
he said, Wilde had once shown him beauty “ as from a 
high hill.” It was a clergyman of a later and different 
generation w'ho, from the pulpit of Canterbury Cathedral, 
denounced the Vicar of Bonchurch for giving Christian 
burial to Algernon Swinburne. 

It cannot be said that the Anglican mourners altogether 
escaped the gibes of Bradlaugh’s atheistic .associates. The 
dead man’s pugilism -somehow infested his mourners, and 
Mohandas witnessed the unhappy spectacle of charming 
old clergyrxien facing questions that wise men cannot 
answer. It made him more determined than ever before 
to cultivate the friendship of men who do not fear un¬ 
popular or difficult views, and it so happened that one of 
the first of tliese men that he encountered was a fellow- 
countryman, Narayan Hemchandra. Narayan Hemchandra 
knew not a word of English. His trousers—to judge from 
subsequent accounts—-bore a close resemblance to the 
trousers worn some twenty years ago by the “British, 
Workman ” at Oxford. He wore no tie or collar. He 
was very short and his beard was long. In every way he 
was a foil to the well-groomed, top-hatted, black-coated 
Mohandas, who professed a faith in simplicity. Together 
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i J^ai-ayan Hemchandra and Mohandas sought oufAhe men 
and women they admired and, when John Burns an 1 
Cardinal Manning between them were settling the dockers’ 
strike, they discussed the possibility of calling upon the 
Cardinal. Mohandas admitted that he had once read a 
tribute from Disraeli to the Cardinal’s simplicity. 

“ Then I must see the sage,” said Narayan Hemchandra. 

Mohandas was still uncertain. Hemchandra commenced 
a conspiracy. He would call himself an author and take 
Mohandas with him as his interpreter. In the end Mohandas 
wrote a letter and waited dubiously for the Cardinal’s 
reply. Young men—of whom Mr Hilaire Belloc is probably 
the last conspicuous example — used to make a practice of 
seeking spiritual advice from the Cardinal. The Cardinal 
saw a large number of people almost every day of his life. 
Those who knew him would not have doubted for one 
moment his willingness to grant an interview to two 
unknowm Indians, and in due course a card fixing the 
appointment arrived. 

The day of the interview with the Cardinal was signalled 
by special preparations before the mirror. The tie was to 
be arranged and the awkward hair brushed with special care. 
The attire was to be faultless. Needless to say, Narayan 
Hemchandra made not the slightest alteration in his appear¬ 
ance. “ Great men,” he explained, “ never look at a person’s 
exterior.” So Mohandas in a silk hat and Narayan Hem- 
chandra in a tasselled woollen cap w'alked together through 
the streets to the Archbishop’s house. In came the Cardinal 
in robes that neither Mohandas nor Narayan Hemchandra 
could have described. But “ all dress is fancy di'ess,” and 
this is not the place in which to discu.ss the philosophy of 
clothes. Natayan Hemchandra made a brief speech in 
Gujerati, in which he solemnly declared that the Cardinal 
was a .sage. Mohandas translated the speech for the benefit 
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|i»t take this particular piece adv. 
seriously. It was not, like Sait’s Plea for Vegetariaiiismy 
)k to he read from ccwer to cover. Moreover, it was 
idas’s first dnty to read law, and this fee was doing 
entiously. He passed his eaamipatiom, and in due 
irse he was called to the Bar. Generous critics declare 
at preparation for the Bar makes general readit^ im- 
possi>le, gmfl there are certainly many lawyers who would 
eagerly refute old Mayji Dave’s assertion that it is quite 
e^sy to beeome a barrkter in England. 

Mohandas was now to leave London. His qaalificathais 
to become Prime Minister of Porbandar wete practically 
complete. Sx diousand miles away a devoted brother- 
donor of the doetfeie watchaSiain of gold—^was replenishing 
thsj household crockery. He dki not want the anglicfesed 
Mohandits to be ashamed of his home. 
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Though Mohandas Gandhi was now a fully fledged 
barrister of the Inner Temple, and would soon be the envy 
of other Kathiawari youths to whom the privilege of an 
English training had been denied, the Prime Ministership 
of Porbandar became more elusive than before. The 
Government had recently made one of its rare intrusions 
into the affairs of-Kathiawar ; it deprived the Rana of i 
Porbandar of most of his powers and then placed his little 
State under commission. The new administrator was ’ 
made responsible to the Political Agent, who had his ' 
headquarters at Rajkot, and,.as a concession to Kathiawari 


opinion, the Government had taken care that the new 



administrator should be an Indian. The Government 
remains as polite as it can be to disgraced Princes or to 
Princes momentarily out of favour. It was not likely, 
theiefore, that the Political Agent would have- attached 
any personal blame to the Rana for the maladministration 
of his State. Instead, he blamed the Rana’s secretary for 
having given wrong advice ; and it so happened that the 
Rana’s secretary had been Gandhi’s elder brother, the one 
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had .given him his double watch-chain of gold. 
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The Assam braved the angriest inonsoon weather 
tne Arabian Sea, as she carried the new barrister among 
her pavSsengers. Meanwhile, the Rana^s ex-secretary set ' 
out lor Bombay with a heavy heart. He had to explain the 
sudden reversal of the family’s fortunes. It was no Idnger 
possible to transfer political loyalties from one State to V 
anothei, as Ota and Kaba Gandhi had done, because the . * S ^ 
i|!; hnglisb 1 oliticai Agent at Rajkot was aOw the watch-dog 

SO 

















V',/" '^S, w'.' 



'a|[.< 

m- 


i 



k/" 


i! fe::. 


Contact with the World ” '-'''(fl 5 

for the whole of Kathiawar, and he was not fond of 
Mohandas’s brother. Nor could favours be expected from 
the new Indian administrator in Porbandar, for his 
arrogance seems to have exceeded the arrogance of any 
sahib. If the Kathiawari Princes followed the Bourbon 
policy of recruiting their Ministers from the middle 
classes, nothing save peculation and dishonesty could 
prevent those Ministers from returning to the state of 
society to which by birth they belonged, once they had 
fallen from the Dewanship ; and at no time could the 
Gandhis, have considered themselves a landed family, 
p Gandhi’s brother believed himself to be merely a scape¬ 
goat, and it was not fair that, as a scapegoat, he should 
incur the tvrath of a distant and unapproachable Political 
Agent in Rajkot, to say nothing of the contempt of the 
new administrator in Porbandar, to whom the long records 
of Ota and Kaba Gandhi v/ere as nothing. An anglicized 
brother, the ex-secretary decided, must speak reassuringly 
to the Agent on his behalf. 

There was other new's to break. Putlibai had died. Her 
devotions and her penitential fasts may have worn her 
down. She was probably not much more than forty at 
her death. The brother had no wish to bring this deep 
grief upon Mohandas while he was in an alien land. Once 
he had reached Bombay the news could be withheld no 
longer. ^ ^ 

A curious detachment Comes to those who have lived 
away from their own country for more than three years. 
It is the tourist and the student who stays in Paris no 
longer than six months at a time from whom the white cliffs 
of Dover exact their patriotic tears. From the returning! 
nabob they evoke a feeling of fear. A chill and dampness 
bout Qiir island spoil in advance w^hatever welcome awaits 
t ... ‘"cIv more kind to her sons who 
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It Avas necessary to allow Mohandas to recover from his 
grief. None the less, an anxious brother was impatient 
to remind him that he was even now an outcast. His 
excommunication b}’’ the Modh Banks was still in force. 
Mohandas must submit to the ritual of purgation, and 
this the barrister of the Inner Temple was extremely 
reluctant to do. Only because he had come to love his 
brother did he consent to travel up the Ghats to Nasik, 
there to wash in the sacred waters of the Godaveri. 

Nasik is, next to Benares, the most sacred city in India. 
Many temples touch the Godaveri, w^hich in the middle of 
the monsoon rushes through the city like an angry flood. 
Twelve miles away, and more than three thousand feet 
above sea-level, are the springs from which the Godaveri 
flow s. Day and night unwashed and unshav'^en sadhus 
guard those springs. Below them are the lovely temples of 
Trimbak. It is a citadel of Brahmanism, a paradise for the 
twice-born. Ota Gandhi—less austere and probably more 
aesthetic than his son—would have loved to wander from 
one of these temples to the other. So sacred have the waters 
of the Godaveri become that one may find devout people 
who believe them to be actually the Avaters of the Ganges. 
A great subterranean river, so w^e are told, links the Ganges 
with the Godaveri. As it flows down from Trimbak to 
Nasik, the river presents a peaceful and untrammelled 
spectacle. Sahibs roam near its banks in search of panther, 
and even on occasion tiger. Their shots echo from one 
jungle village to another. It is the challenge of another 
civilization. In Hindustan, man strives to live in peace w'ith 
the wild animals that shelter from his glance during the 
da^'^. Outside many of those mud-huts that border the 
sacred Godaveri a tx*aveller will discover a bOAvl of milk. 
Some peasant has placed it there to appease the venomous 
cobra. 
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But as soon as the Godaveri reaches Nasik the scene 
changes abruptly. Blue waters become yellow and brown. 
The sewage of more than a hundred thousand inhabitants 
flows into the river, which the traveller can smell more 
than a quarter of a mile away. Yet it is here, where the 
waters have become defiled and nauseous, that Hindus 
seek their purgation. They come from all parts of Western 
India ; and as they stand naked before the muddy torrent 
only the shikka and the sacred thread distinguish the 
twice-born from the low-born. There is ecstasy upon all 
their faces. They hurl themselves into the waters, whether 
they can swim or not. Sometimes their bodies are thrown 
violently against the rocks. An onlooker from the great 
stone bridge might imagine that here were hundreds of 
men anxious to end their lives by drowning, like the 
starving men of Sussex before Wilfred taught them that 
the sea is filled with fish. And if anyone should drown 
during this purgation he is accounted more than fortunate 
in his death. Death, after all, is of little significance in 
Hindustan, where the wheel of life works out human destiny 
from one existence to another. It is right and proper that 
men of high and low estate shall lose their individuality in 
some common act of devotion ; and of what concern was 
it to other Hindus that a certain young man who was 
performing his ablutions at Nasik happened to be the son 
of a Prime Minister and a barrister of the Inner Temple ? 
That an Englishwoman called Annie Besant tried half¬ 
heartedly to convert him to Theosophy—that a Christian 
sadhu, a prince of the Church of Rome, once dismissed 
him with a few words of courtesy—meant nothing. Here 
was a man who had dared to defy the edicts of his caste, 
and who, despite the ceremonial bath, scarcely deserved 
to be redeemed from the stigma of excommunication. 
And, indeed, it so happened that his bath, though it was 
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followed later by a meal to members of his caste in Rajkot, 
never completely reconciled his caste. Those who had 
eaten with him in Rajkot were prepared to receive him 
once more into full membership. Others could not forgive 
him his transgressions. He had crossed the Arabian Sea 
and drunk deep—so, at least, they imagined—at the w'ells 
of English culture, and now that he was back again in 
India he wore trousers instead of a dhoti. The dissatisfied 
section commanded other Modh Banias to have nothing 
to do with the outcast, and so vigorously was their com- 
iriand applied that for long his wife’s relatives were not 
willing to meet him, except in secret. 

Gandhi’s relations with his wife had, indeed, become a 
problem. She was no longer a little girl. She had not seen 
her husband for three years. She w^as the mother of a boy 
aged four, and during her htisband’s long absence her 
personality had been taking shape. Meanwhile Gandhi’s 
personality was more pronounced than before. He was 
more obstinate and wilful. He could lay down the law on 
what was done in England and—more trying than anything 
else—he came back a crank about food. His marriage 
was ordained by Kaba and not by him. Only in a Hindu 
society would two such children have become man and 
wife. During all those chaste and lonely days in London 
Gandhi may have thought far more frequently of Putlibai 
than he did of his wife. The wife was not to know that day 
by day Gandhi was becoming more of an ascetic, and in 
married life asceticism is a failure unless it is practised 
willingly by both partners. Brief letters from London 
could not have conveyed to a simple Kathiawari girl what 
was passing in her husband’s mind ; and so the veil is 
discreetly drawn over the reunion between the elegant 
barrister of the Inner Temple and the girl who wore 
elaborate rings on her ears and nose, as well as a caste-mark 
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^ on her brow. Did the barrister recall that unchecked 
schoolboy lust that lost a mother her first child soon after 
it was born ? Did he at that moment recall the rnarriage 
ceremony which he enjoyed with childlike eagerness and, 
so doing, regard his father as the abettor of a social scourge 
It was not his fault if, after three years of enforced celibacy, 
he shirked a return to the responsibilities of marriage. 
Still less was it the fault of an unlettered girl—instrument 
of passion and then of sorrow—^that she failed completely 
to interpret either the mind or the moods of her lord. A 
. trained psychologist would understand the misery Gandhi 
was inflicting upon himself. He would understand equally 
well the misery Gandhi was inflicting upon his wife. But 
such understanding was denied Gandhi. .Scenes of rage 
and jealousy were hound to follow, and on one occasion 
Gandhi sent his wife back to her father’s household. A 
sense of frustration dominated Gandhi. Marriage was a 
graver impediment than the placing of Porbandar under 
commission; for it stood in the way of his inward career.- 
Marriage had to be endured as a trial before it could be 
embraced as a discipline. 

Old Mavji Dave was not far wrong when he said that it 
was quite easy for a man to become a barrister in England. 
The ordeal comes when he starts to practise, and Gandhi 
was having very bad luck. The prestige of his father and 
grandfather was no longer left to help him. Just because 
he wore trousers an4;^i turban, Gandhi expected the 
riedief Kathiawari clients to come to him. India loves law¬ 
suits even more than Mexico or Ireland. Yet there are 
comparatively few Indians who will pay for the services 
of a trousered barrister of the Inner Temple when a 
vakil in an unkempt dhoti is capable of giving equally 
good legal advice for a quarter of the fee. The Gandhis, : 
already hard hit by their political reverses, were finding an 
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anglicized member of their family a n|ew embarrassments 
It was not eimugh that the brother phould have bought 
new cups and saucers from the-local tear : the barrister 
of the Inner Temple wanted in addirfon large supplies of 
cocoa and oatmeal porridge; and j was developing 
alarming theories on the right sort of food to eat. 

In the end, since he fared so batjly in Kathiawar, his 
brother and his friends decided to end him to Bombay, 
where, they hoped, he would acquit - a practical knowledge 
of the High Court. Day after a briefless barrister 
walked in and out of the High Court—the largest of 
Gilbert Scott’s Bombay monstrosi ies. If he had walked 
more often into the Law Libraryjhe might have found 
several young men who were destined to play an important 
part in political agitation, as wel; as in preparation for 
Indian reforms; but Gandhi does jot seem to have sat in 
the Library either frequently or ' ng. Instead, he stayed 
in a room in the heart of the cit ’! where he employed a 
dirty and irreligious Brahman t, be his cook. Gandhi 
busily experimented with vegeta;-'n dishes, and they were 
probably successful, for the Br man cook expressed no 
scruples about dining with a ’‘i?ter whose caste was 
lower than his own. But if eve Clandhi sent accounts of 
his new dishes to Kathiawar, tb; Gandhi household must 
have shaken their heads. 

Bombay did not make Gand ^ promising lawyer. Yet 
it was able to mark a second ti ring-point in his life; for 
it brought him the friendship f Raychand, a poet and 
nephew of the top-hatted do' f who, at Southampton, 
had impressed a hc^mesick yah with the overwhelming 
“ well dresd. Raychand was twenty- 
jf his meetin^^ith Gandhi. He had, like 
a natural g us for religion. Obedient 
dg, he had bebe a jewel merchant. Yet, 
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without success, he was not without redeeming qualities. 
He had at least been to England. What was more, in England 
he had actually met the official whp now, as Political Agent 
at Rajkot, was showing his brother every sign of dis¬ 
pleasure. The brother saw clearly what would happen. 
The barrister of the Inner Temple must plead personally 
with the Political Agent. It says much for his savoir faire 
that Gandhi was extremely reluctant to carry out this 
mission. It says more for his affection for his brother 
that he eventually agreed to call on the Political Agent 
and attempt the hopeless task. When Gandhi asked for 
an appointment he got it. He reminded the Political 
Agent of their acquaintance in London. The Political 
Agent stiffened immediately. Was this young man involved 
already in one of the interminable intrigues of Kathiawar? 
He had come, Gandhi proceeded, to plead his brother’s 
cause. At once the Political Agent said that he would hear 
no more. If the brother sought redress, he added, he must 
apply through the proper channels. Gandhi was told to 
go. Instead, he remained pleading. Whereupon the Political 
Agent, who was obviously a quick-tempered person, ordered 
a servant to show Gandhi the door. Without any hesitation 
the servant ^placed his hands on Gandhi’s shoulders 
and pushed ‘' him out of the room. Thus was Gandhi 
unceremoniously treated in the State of which for a short 
time Kaba Gandhi had been Prime Minister. 

Anger swelled up. The man who had been charming 
to him in London ^d him with contempt in Rajkot. 
It was more than Ga’. tiv' could bear. “ You have insulted 
me,” he wro' ; /i '»mp?i^ to the Political Agent, and he 
threatened legal proctodi/y*?. “ You were rude to me,” 
came an in pert ' bable reply. “ You are at liberty to pro- 
cee ’ against niK i you wish.” To an anglicized Indian the 
ni hers of the" governing class are particularly intolerable. 







The Tragedy of Gandhi 














•SM\ 




-,v '>■> 

SSvSiv-l:-'; 


dll'';/, '.• M\ • ■ 



'The Indian who has come to London sees them in 
their own homes, where they are more than courteous to 
strangers and foreigners. He accompanies them to the 
large restaurants and hotels, the theatre and the most 
exclusive clubs. Never once is he allowed to feel that the 
colour of his skin is a barrier to social intercourse. But in 
India something happens. The Indian Mutiny set up a 
complex that even now is not completely destroyed, though 
the old arrogance is vanishing. Anglo-India became, at 
some indefinable period of her history, as caste-ridden as 
India herself. She has her own Untouchables—men and 
women who, because of their occupations or the defects of 
their education, may never enter those dubs that are the 
centre of European life in India. Born and bred in an 
Indian State, where the administration is Indian and where 
the Englishman is only a casual sojourner, Gandhi had not 
much opportunity of realizing the overwhelming importance 
of the Englishman in British India. It is true that his 
stay in Bombay should have taught him something about 
the Englishman. Bombay, however, is a city planned and 
built by Indian capital and enterprise, For years the 
English importers, who form the bulk of the European 
population in Bombay, have been content to play second 
fiddle to the wealthy Parsi and Mohammedan cotton 
magnates and merchants. Not infrequently the Englishmen 
of Bombay have been among the first to promote and 
welcome new reforms. 

A moment’s reflection miglit hav-f eassured Gandhi that 
the Political Agent was not the wretch he imagined hi m to be. 
Few Englishmen are fitted by physique or pigmentation 
for a life in India. The heat k, a sore tria , and Englishmen 
are to be forgiven if they become qufir i-tempered and 
irritable. The trials they impose upon their servants and 
their Indian acquaintances are frequently no worse , an 
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lbe trials they impose on each other. Gandhi’s method of 
approach was wrong. Moreover, it was the man’s duty, as 
Political Agent in Rajkot, to be on guard against all intrigues 
and undue influences. If he committed the mistake of 
supposing that Gandhi was an intriguer he could probably 
refer to many well-authenticated cases where anglicized 
Indians—barristers of the Inner Temifle and graduates of 
Bailiol—had been bribed to use their influence with friends 
among the great governing class. The least that one can 
say about this incident—an incident which affected Gandhi’s 
future life as much as the announcement of his father’s 
death immediately after cohabiting with a pregnant girl- 
wife, and as much even as his meeting with Raychan^—is 
that there were faults on both sides. 

Gandhi would not listen to reason and almost immedi¬ 
ately he prepared to proceed against the Political Agent in 
the courts. Fortunately, Sir Pherozeshah Mehta happened 
to be ill Rajkot at the time, and when he heard of Gandhi’s 
decision he sent word that he was not to be so foolish. 
If he wanted to earn his Jiving under the British raj he 
must be ready to pocket innumerable insults, “Tell 
Gandhi,” he said, “ he has yet to learn life.” It was the 
advice given to him in London by Mr Frederick Pincutt, 
when he urged him to read not only Kaye and Malleson’s 
History of the Mutiny, but “ one or two books on human 
nature.” It may have been a pity, after all, that Gandhi 
did not read Kaye and Malleson’s History of the Mutiny. 

And yet, even when his pride was hurt, Gandhi seems 
to have made an admirable distinction between Xhit personnel 
and the system of government. It was not the Political 
Agent’s fault that he may have suffered from a bad livet 
and the cumulative efibets of imported food that was far 
from, wholesome. His tragedy was that the system of 
government encouraged him to be rude and overbearing. 
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^]For when, later on, Gandlii called on the Indian adminis¬ 
trator of Porbandar, who of all people should have shown 
courtesy to Kaba’s son, he found him a man even more 
tyrannical than the Political Agent in Rajkot. It does not 
suffice to exchange an English for an Indian personnel, 
unless the system of government is completely overhauled. 
Only once before had Mohandas Gandhi come face to face 
with the white man’s prestige and authority in India. That 
was when Mr Giles, the Inspector of Schools, ordered him 
to spell “kettle.” A Political Agent who lost his temper 
was a scarcely less ridiculous figure. 

The results of this ignominious expulsion were necessarily 
disastrous. The chances of the brother’s return to power 
became more remote than they were before. Gandhi was 
seeing Kathiawar in a new light. It had smiled upon him 
in his boyhood, when he would look up at the sky to 
detect some break in the clouds. But now he saw that it was 
filled with bribery and corruption. Ota Gandhi as he 
moved from Porbandar to Junagadh—Kaba Gandhi as he 
flirted in turn with the Dewanships of Porbandar, Rajkot 
and Vankaner—knew what Kathiawar was really like. • 
Gandhi was seeing the country not merely with the eyes of 
an adult, but with the eyes of a reformer. The spectacle 
made him wretched. It was not enough that he should 
carry out his first juvenile re.sohition—utterly to destroy 
Untouchability. Society needed to be reformed from top 
to bottom. Could it be done? 

It was scarcely possible for Gandhi to keep himself 
uncontaminated. What money he was earning he owed 
entirely to the influence and patronage of his brotlier, and 
the brother believed in charging commissions. It was the 
recognized practice. The brother could not abandon such 
a practice without betraying his partner, and since Gandhi 
could mot refuse commissions without betraying his brother, 




he found himself caught in the vicious circle of Kathiawar! 
acquisitiveness. How can one reform society when one is 
actually a participant in its malpractices.? 

As Gandhi was pondering this deep question there came 
an invitation for him to go out to South Africa for a year, 
and to assist the counsel appearing for a Porbandar firm 
that was claiming forty thousand pounds. The firm was to 
pay him a first-class fare and a sum of one hundred and 
five pounds. Gandhi did not require much persuasion. No 
doubt, he had abandoned for, ever the dream of becoming 
Prime Minister of Porbandar, and if his brother failed to 
dissuade him from going to South Africa, it may have 
been that he also had come sorrowfully to the conclusion 
that there was no assured future for Mohandas in Kathiawar. 
Moreover he knew, f|;;om past experience, that when 
Mohandas had made up his mind to do a thing nothing 
will stop him. This strain in him is so strong that one 
wonders why Sir Pherozeshah Mehta’s words succeeded 
in putting an end to the threatened law-suit against the 
Political Agent. 

And yet a great question remains unanswered—did 
Gandhi feel it to be his destiny to go out to South Africa, 
for a job that most able young Indians would have rejected 
summarily? Or did he gaze upon the moral problem which 
the condition of Kathiawar presented, and turn aside? 
More than once Gandhi has faced the task which it seemed 
to be his destiny to fulfil, and then—having faced it— 
he has withdrawn, seeking shelter in mental flight, in 
renunciation and—is it unfair to add ?—in the courting of 
imprisonment. 

For the second time a wife, who is also a mother, stays 
behind in Kathiawar, and wonders when her husband, 
whose movements she cannot fathom, will return to India. 



CHAPTER FOUR ; ; 

“ Ishmael and Esau ” 

A SMALL boat carried Gandhi across the Equator to Durban 
and its pleasant winter climate. A change in temperature 
made no difference to his style of dress; for an unlettered 
Mohammedan, who was waiting at the quayside to greet 
him, noticed with more concern than amusement that his 
guest from Porbandar wore a stiff collar, a bow tie and a 
frock-coat, such as the European settlers of Natal were 
accustomed to wear when they attended each other’s 
funeral. Except that Gandhi had exchanged his silk hat 
for a small turban, he looked as though he were once again 
to accompany Narayan Hemchandra on a visit to the 
Cardinal at Westminster. Despite this elaborate attention 
to his dress, Gandhi was making no favourable impression. 
He showed to the hostile settlers who stood at the quayside 
that yet another “ coolie ” barrister was attempting to rise 
above his community socially. He was sensitive and quick 
to discern this hostility. It was like walking once more 
through the streets of Southampton on a Sunday afternoon in 
the year of the Queen’s first Jubilee. Nor was this antipathy 
and contempt confined to Europeans who passed him in 
the highways of Durban; for when his host, Dada Abdullah 
Sheth, took him to the Durban Court, the magistrate 
ordered Gandhi to remove his turban; and, rather than 
obey such an order, Gandhi promptly left the court. A 
local regulation, he discovered subsequently, permitted 
Indians who wore the Mohammedan costume to retair, 
their turbans in court. Hindus would have to sit in the 
court with their heads uncovered, though a Hindu wouk 
no more discard his turban in court than a bishop h, 
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of their arrival, onlookers had dubbed them ‘' coolies ” and 
“'Sammies,” and these names they retain in South Africa 
to this day. They had come to work in the sugar-plantations 
of Natal, as labourers under a ’five-years indenture, 
European settlers were making yet another bid for cheap 
!. labour. They had done their best to convert the Zulu into 
.an effective hewer pf wood and drawer of water, and they 
had failed. The Zulu outnumbered the European by ten to 
one, and, if he had wished so to do, he could have satisfied 
the settlers’ demand for cheap labour. He was, however, 
reluctant to work for more than six months in the year, for 
:his wants, were few. He believed himself to be—as indeed 
he was—physically the finest of God’s creations. He gloried 
in his nakedness, which annoyed the importers of cotton 
.and w^oollen goods, since there was much to be gained 
. from forcihgTour hundred thousand Zulus to walk abroad 
decently apparelled. The Government of Natal did, in 
fact, ordain that no Zulu man sHoiild enter a town unless 
he were clothed from the waist to the knees, while the Zulu 
womeh were to be first clothed from the chest downwards. 
But the only immediate result was that the Zulu avoided 
the towns more persistently than before, and so long as he 
was in his own country districts he remained indolent and 
lialf-naked. It was not easy to train this child of nature in 
the arts of citizenship; and it was hot until the Government 
imposed the poll-tax and the hut-tax that Zulus were 
. willing to become the servants of Europeans, while others 
migrated to the gold-mine and the diamond-mine, where 
they often devefoped miner’s phthisis, from which many 
;■ had no hope of recovery. 

Aware that the Zulu was never likely to be an effective 
labourer in the sugar-plantations, European settlers in 
Natal entered into negotiations with the Government of 
India. The words of Queen Victoria’s first proclamation 
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to her Indian subjects were still ringing in official ears; 
and yet the Government of India saw no scandal in 
the negotiations. It was following precedent. Before 
the Mutiny, labourers had entered the Mauritius under 
indenture. These indentured Indians had seldom, if ever, 
alarmed conscientious secretaries in Calcutta with their 
grievances. Gujerati traders who pursued the indentured 
labourers to the Mauritius had flourished exceedingly. To 
all appearances a contented Indian community had come 
to life south of the Equator, and there was no reason to 
suppose that success in the Mauritius could not be repeated 
on the mainland of Africa. If ever doubts assailed the minds 
of officials in India, they were effectively subdued by the 
practice of entering one safeguard after another on the 
indenture-forms. Officials forgot, however, to safeguard 
the religious customs of the indentured labourers, and 
they failed to fashion the means whereby a labourer could 
, obtain redress against the fraudulent settler. Sincerely 
believing that, once the period of five-years indenture was 
over, the freed immigrants could pursue happier careers 
in a land ofi’ering more varied opportunities than over¬ 
crowded India, the officials had never troubled to ask 
themselves whether settlers who concerned themselves only 
with securing cheap labour were really fitted to protect the 
Asiatic. John Stuart Mill and the Manchester men, whose 
views w'erenow'finding academic expression in Oxford, would 
not have complained too strongly of the methods which the 
negotiators employed. The official listened with respect to 
the economist, and the economist had not yet learned that 
. wealth is inseparable from w'elfare. The Natal settler could 
ignore with absolute impunity all the safeguards entered on 
the indenture-forms, and he knew it. The Indian immigrants 
w ere, in fact, as near to slavery as it was possible to be 
in the latter half of the nineteerith century. 
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And as the century advanced the problem grew more 
complicated. The first immigrants had been torn from the 
slums of Calcutta and Madras. They were precisely those 
. labourers who, in their own country, might have been 
classed as unemployable. They were the flotsam and 
jetsam of India, and the cheap-labour fodder of Natal. 
They begat children. Of. necessity they became a social 
menace as soon as their indentures were ended and they 
were free. The European settler W'as too keen on his profits 
ever to reflect upon the prospect of creating a new Bantm 
civilization out of the Europeans, the Zulus and the Indians 
of Natal; and even if the Indian admixture had been 
desirable, it was not from the “coolie” class that the 
eugenist would have obtained his recruits. 

Just as tradesmen and merchants followed the indentured 
labourer to the Mauritius, so they followed him to Natal. 
I'he trading community grew in size ’and importance, and 
thus attracted lawyers and small professional men. A new 
society was making its appearance in Natal. It was, more¬ 
over, a society composed of three strata—sixty thousand 
indentured labourers, ten thousand ex-indentured labourers 
and ten thousand free Indians. How were forty thousand 
Europeans successfully to hold their own against four 
hundred thousand Zulus and eighty thousand Indians ? 
The alarm was raised, and yet the demand for cheap Indian 
labour did not diminish; for batches of indentured labourers 
continued to arrive at Durban with distressing frequency, ' 
until the Viceroy’s Council, wiser and better informed 
than their predecessors, stopped the supply altogether. So 
long as the labourer remained indentured the settler raised 
few objections, since the movements of the indentured 
labourer were easy to control. I’he menace came from 
the ex-indentured Indian and the free I.ndian immigrant. 
These men were apt, on the slightest provocation, to 
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^remind the authorities that they were the free subjects 
of Queen Victoria. They talked frequently of , their Aryan 
blood and of the rights of citizemhip. One might call them 
•—whatever their rank or wealth—r'‘ coolies.” One might 
address the individual Indian as “ Sammy.” Yet it was 
never possible to identify the Aryan with the Bantu, who 
accepted his lot in the seemingly permanent scheme of 
things. In short, the Indian, as soon as he had ceased to be¬ 
an instrument of cheap labour, was treated as an intruder. 

Once the Indians had begun to settle in their thousands 
in Natal—once there came into existence a generation of 
Iirdians who had never seen their Alotherland—it was 
only a matter of time before they crossed the border to the 
Transvaal, to Cape Colony and the Orange Free State. In 
the year of Majuba, an aged Mohammedan trader — Sheth 
Abuhakar-^opened a shop in Pretoria. He was able to 
purchase valuable land in one of the main streets of the 
Transvaal capital, and his obvious prosperity attracted 
other Indian traders, first to Pretoria and later to the 
mushroom city of Johannesburg. Even Chinese traders 
found their way to the Transvaal. The Indian traders had 
not entered the Transvaal on the pretence that they were 
ministering to indentured labourers, for in the Transvaal 
none existed. Though for a few years to come the suzer¬ 
ainty of Queen Victoria was still to be acknowledged in 
the Transvaal, the State was once more virtually an in- , 
dependent Republic, and Indians who laid stress on their 
British citizenship were not exactly welcomed. They pro¬ 
voked the animosity of the Uitlanders, with whom they 
were competing for property and profit on almost level 
terms; and it was not long before the Boer, impatient of a 
dual competition from Uitlander and “ coolie,” begged 1 
the Volksraad to expel all Indians from, the Transvaal and 
to stop their trade. It was at this time that agitated Indian 
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leaders made their appeal to the President of the Transvaal, 
and when Kruger told them that Ishmael ancV Esau were 
their ancestors they feared the worst. , 

Kruger, however, was prepared to temper his Judaistic 
conclusions with human mercy. He declined to allow a 
complete e.xpulsion of the Indians. Instead he gave his 
approval to a Law—Law 3 of 1885—which required eveiy 
Indian trader in the Transvaal to register, at a personal cost 
of ^^25. No Indian was to enjoy the rights of Transvaal 
citizenship or to hold land in any part of the Republic. 
Whereupon, the Indian leaders made a second appeal, this 
time to the Agent, wLo represented the attenuated authority 
of Britain in the Transvaal. Their appeal was forwarded to 
the British Government, who held that Law 3 was a 
violation not only of the London Convention, but of other 
agreements made by President Kruger and Lord Derby. 
It was useless to pretend that the London Convention 
concerned only the Boers and the Uitknders; for the 
“coolie” was as much a British subject as Rhodes or 
Jameson. The dispute was referred to arbitration, and as 
a result the Transvaal Government reduced the regis¬ 
tration fee from £2$ to £2^ removed the px-obibition 
against the purchase of land. Land, however, could be 
purchased only in certain locations fixed by the Transvaal 
Government. These locations were frequently undesirable 
and thus—as Mr Gandhi himself was to write nearly forty 
years later—“ the Indians bi^came the ‘ Untouchables ’ of 
the Transvaal; for it can trtily be said that thei'e is no 
difference between these Ideations and the Untouchables’ 
quarters in India. Just as the Hindus believe that the touch 
of the Dheds, or residence in their neighbourhood, leads to 
pollution of high-caste people, so did the Europeans in the 
Transvaal believe for all practical purposes that physical 
contact with the Indians would defile them.” 
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and took the vacated seat. The Hottentot servant seems to 
have sat on the footboard without a murmur. It was not 
for him to complain, as the “ coolie ” barrister had done, 
against the racial prejudice. Gandhi had not yet learned to 
make himself one with the world’s “ untouchables.” 

, Again and again the conductor cast angry glances at the 
’ ^ coolie.” Once they had reached Standerton, where the 
passengers to Johannesburg were to stay for the night, he 
W'ould thrash his enemy. Gandhi heard these threats with 
fear and trembling. He prayed to God. 

Dada Abdullah Sheth had come once more to the rescue; 
for another of his telegrams brought the Indian community 
at Standerton to meet the coach, and the conductor, either 
because the number of “ coolie ” onlookers would be too 
large or because a “ coolie ” is not really worth attacking, 
slunk away. Abdullah Sheth was running no rivsks, for even 
in Johannesburg telegrams were urging conscientious 
Indians to await the coach from Charlestown. Somehow 
or other Gandhi escaped their vigilance. He entered a cab 
and asked to be driven to the Grand National Hotel, and 
when, after the inevitable refusal to admit him, Gandhi 
reached an Indian’s shop, his humbler host laughed heartily 
at the escapade. Applying for a room at the Grand National 
Hotel was as good a joke as the frock-coat. 

A raiiw'ay linked Johannesburg wnth Pretoria, Gandhi’s 
destination. Friends had pointed out to him that, though; 
he might travel first-class in Natal at his own risk, the 
railway regulations in the Transvaal forbade an Indian to . 
travel either first-class or second-class. “ Then,” said 
Gandhi, “ I shall go by cab to Pretoria.” And when the 
shopkeeper complained that Pretoria was as much as thirty- 
seven miles away, Gandhi asked for the railway regulations, 
so that he might discover some loophole. This, of course, 
he did. He, therefore, wrote to the stationmaster at 







“ hhmael and Esau ” 

Jbliannesburg and explained that he was a barrister who 
always travelled first. Lest the station-master should have 
his own notions of a “ coolie ” barrister, Gandhi announced 
that he would call for an ansv/er in person. He had decided 
to dress faultlessly in English clothes, which meant the 
familiar frock-coat and necktie. At the appointed hour 
Gandhi strolled majestically to the counter. He asked for 
his first-class ticket, and then threw a gold sovereign on 
the counter. It was the decade for smart gestures, and 
Arnold Bennett, when he bought a first-class ticket for the 
first time; must have been as dandyish as Gandhi in the 
booking-office at Johannesburg station. The man smiled. 
“ I can see you are a gentleman,” he said. Such is the 
power of dress. 

One, more attempt was made—at Germistori—to dis¬ 
lodge Gandhi from his first-class compartment; but a 
first-class English passenger successfully intervened, and 
Gandhi reached Pretoria without further incident. With 
the help of an American negro he found an hotel from 
which well-dressed “ coolies ” were not excluded. It was 
called Johnson’s Family Hotel. 

• •••••• 

The journey from Durban to Pretoria had been for 
Gandhi a spiritual /Eneid. He was now prepared for the 
blows and humiliations w'hich as an Indian he would have 
to bear during his year’s residence in South Africa. There 
were, however, many consolations. 

A small but impressive minority rebelled against the 
behaviour of the many, and Gandhi soon found himself 
in the company of men and women who, while they cared 
primarily for the salvation of his soul, cared also for his 
social comfort. The attorney with whom his legal case 
brought him at once into contact happened to be a lay 
preacher, who felt it his duty to remove Gandhi from 
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sympathizing with his views on vegetarianism. Within a 
few days thb attorney had introduced Gandhi to all his 
Christian friends. Morning after morning these friends met 
for a few minutes in prayer. They persuaded Gandhi to 
. attend their prayer-meetings, and for his special benefit 
they added a prayer for his conversion and salvation. These 
7 friends represented the infinite variety of Protestant experi¬ 
ence. Some were Quakers. One was a Plymouth Brother, 
who urged Gandhi to believe that attempts at improvement 
and atonement were futile and who deliberately committed 
sins in order to show the unimpressed Hindu that sins , s;. 
need not disturb the transgressor’s peace of mind. In their 
desire to convert Gandhi, the attorney and his friends ' 1 :- 
invited him to the Wellington Convention, where devout '7 i. i|/ 
men and women from all parts of Natal, the Transvaal and 
Cape Colony periodically assembled. In taking a “ coolie 
barrister ” with him to the Wellington Convention the 
attorney suffered several inconveniences, which Gandhi 
promptly detected. Unhappily, Gandhi was still not con¬ 
vinced of the perfectibility of the Christian religion. If he 
read the Bible more intelligently than he read it while he 
was a raw and half-lettered law student in London, he also 
read an English translation of the Koran, and the Koran 
led him to other books on Islam, one of which was Carlyle’s 
not unprofitable study of the Prophet. He corresponded 
with Raychand—the God-conscious pearl merchant of 
Bombay—and Raychand fervently believed that his “coolie” 
friend could find a solution to all his difficulties by deeply 
penetrating still further into the Hindu Scriptures. Many 
of the doertines which appeared to be repugnant to reason 
and humanity were found on closer examination, so 
Raychand argued, to form no true part of the Hindu 
. teaching. Gandhi, who hated Untouchability, was soon able 
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to convince himself that Untouchability was a corruption of 
the Plindu faith. It had crept in during a decadent period. 
of Hindu history. It did not belong to the doctrine of caste, '' 
in which Gandhi has consistehtly believed. The truth is 
■ that not one of these Christian friends who so ardently 
desired Gandhi’s conversion was a profound thinker. \¥hile 
they sent him their tracts and commentaries to read Gandhi 
; was delighting in the pages of Tolstoy’s The Kingdom of 
God Is Within ' You. The attorney and his friends waited 
patiently. They persuaded him to attend services in , „ 
a Wesleyan Chapel, which Gandhi found worldly and 
insincere. Frequently he fell asleep, with a nonchalance 
more easily associated with tile regular pew-renter. More- , ' 

' '. 4 '. c... ''■ 

over, his non-Christian habits of thought were apt to 
disturb the mental peace of the Pretoria flock, and a good 
lady stiffened visibly when he referred in glowing terms to 
the Gautama’s compassion. She became still more alarmed 
when her little boy, aged five, asked for an apple instead 
of meat, because he wanted to do whak Mr Gandhi .did. , 
Another was added to the number of Christian households 
in which the “ coolie barrister ” was not to be received. 

Gandhi, however, has stated his position with the 4; 
utmost clarity in the pages of the autobiography. “ It is 
impossible,” he wrote, ” for me to believe that I could go 
to heaven or attain salvation only by becoming a Christian. 

... It was more than I could believe that Jesus was the 
only incarnate Son of God, and that only he who believed 
in Him should have everlasting life. If God could have 
sons, all of us were His sons. If Jesus was like God, or God 
Himself, then all men were like God and could be God 
Himself. My reason was not ready to believe literally that 
Jesus by His death and by His blood redeemed the sins of 
the world. Metaphorically, there might be some truth in 
it. Again, according to Christianity, only human beings had 
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sbuls, and not other living beings, for whom death meant 
complete extinction; while I held a contrary belief. I could 
accept Jesus as a martyr, an embodiment of sacrifice and a 
divine teacher, but not as the most perfect man ever born. 
His death on the Cross was a great example to the world, 
but that there was anything like a mysterious or miraculous 
virtue in it my heart could not accept. The pious lives of 
Christians did not give me anything that the lives of men 
of other faiths had failed to give. I had seen in other lives 
just the same reformation that I heard of amongst 
Christians, Philosophically there was nothing extraordinary 
in Christian principles. From the point of vkv/ of sacrifice, 
it seemed to me that the Hindus greatly surpassed the 
Christians. It was impossible for me to regard Christianity 
as a perfect religion or the greatest of all religions.” 

If Gandhi’s attitude to Christianity was negative, he was 
at least forging a reasonable personal religion. Happiness, 
he was soon to find, lay in service to the community, and. 
at that time the Indian community in South Africa was 
sadly in need of an intelligent servant. His own experience 
as he journeyed from Durban to Pretoria had shown him 
how vast was this field of service, and he had some excuse 
for writing to the railway authorities and telling theni that 
even under their own regulations Indians were allowed to 
purchase first-class and second-class tickets. In due course 
the railway authorities replied, announcing that first-class 
and second-class tickets would be issued to Indians who 
were properly dressed.” Whereupon there followed a long 
correspondence about the requirements for being “ properly 
dressed.” The man who loved his frock-coat and necktie 
was occasionally hard to convince. But this emphasis upon 
dre^s and the right to travel first-class represented a stage 
in Gandhi’s development. He was soon at closer grips with 
the vexed problems of Indian residence in South Africa, 
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wJien he urged upon the Indians of Pretoria the paramount 
necessity of cleanliness and good sanitation. Fundamentally, 
the improvement of this social condition—despite all the 
unfair regulations to which they had to submit—rested 
with themselves alone. It was, perhaps, significant that 
Gandhi’s first speech in Pretoria—the first public speech 
of his life—dealt with the moral demand for strict truthful¬ 
ness in business dealings. Moreover, the legal case which 
had brought Gandhi from Kathiawar to the Transvaal 
enabled him to realize still more the urgency of public 
service. The case was not a small one. His client, Dada 
Abdullah, was claiming the sum of forty thousand pounds 
from a kinsman, Tyeb Sheth. Gandhi believed that Dada 
Abdullah was morally in the right. He soon convinced 
himself that Dada Abdullah was also right in law. He saw, 
however, that litigation would ruin both parties. He recom¬ 
mended arbitration, to which, after indefatigable persuasion, 
the defendant agreed. And when the arbitration found in 
favour of Dada Abdullah, Gandhi had to use all his powers 
of persuasion once more before his client would agree to 
allow Tyeb Sheth to pay in instalments spread over a very 
long period, Dada Abdullah did not summon Gandhi from 
Kathiawar in order to be taught a lesson in charity to one’s 
adversary. This settlement between two relatives was the 
greatest of Gandhi’s early triumphs. 

Yet life for him was far from easy. Insults did not cease. 
One day he passed the simple house in President Street 
at Pretoria where Paul Kruger sat reading his Bible and 
cleaning his guns. A solitary sentry stood on guard, and 
when he saw that a “ coolie ” dared to walk on the footpath 
he kicked him into the gutter. An Englishman who wit¬ 
nessed the scene came to Gandhi’s rescue. Gandhi, how¬ 
ever, would take no action. He was growing in grace and 
charity. The Englishman addressed the sentry in Dutch, 
F 
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One year’s residence in South Africa became three. Dada 
Abdullah Sheth’s legal case, which had first brought Gandhi 
to Pretoria, was ended, and the young barrister was now 
free to leave the country and return to his wife and family 
in Kathiawar. He did, indeed, take his leave of friends in 
Pretoria, and reached Durban, where Dada Abdullah Sheth 
—having long since overcome his fear of sartorial oddities— 
gave a farewell entertainment in his honour. Just before 
Gandhi was about to make his speech, a friend showed him 
a copy of the* Natal Mercury. This announced that the 
Government was immediately to introduce in the Natal 
Legislative Council a Bill to disfranchise all Indians. The 
measure was dictated by the resentment that an alien race 
should threaten the domination of the white settlers by 
sheer weight of wealth and numbers. So far, the white 
settlers had not objected to the introduction of the in¬ 
dentured labourer; for cheap labour was still in demand. 
Neither the indentured nor the ex-indentured labourers 
had votes. The proposed Bill, therefore, would have hit 
only the free Indians, of whom not a few were wealthy 
men. The insult—for such the Indians called it, regardless 
of the fact that most of the free Indians were comparatively 
recent immigrants—was naturally directed against those 
Indians who could afford to agitate, and even pay the cost 
of a deputation to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Dada Abdullah Sheth’s farewell entertainment for Gandhi 
became almost at once a protest committee meeting. The 
Indians assembled that night in Durban needed to agree 
upon a course of action. This implied that they also needed 
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;,a leader; and who could more effectively lead them than 
the man about to return to India? Gandhi seized his 
opportunity with eagerness. He was not yet twenty-five 
years old. 

Almost before the farewell entertainment had ended, 
Gandhi was drawing up a petition to be presented to the 
Legislative Council. In the name of Dada Abdullah Sheth 
he dispatched a telegram requesting the Governrrient to 
postpone the Bill, and the Government, surprised by this 
first manifestation of activity among Indian immigrants, 
postponed the Bill for two days. Meanwhile, Gandhi 
prepared a manifesto to be signed by Indians of all classes, 
whether or not they had been hitherto enfranchised. He 
became the chief speaker at meeting after meeting, and 
though his gifts for oratory are few, he roused enthusiasm 
wherever he went. Within a month ten thousand Indians 
had subscribed their names to the manifesto. The effect was 
merely to stiffen anti-Indian feeling within the Legislative 
Council, and the Bill of disfranchisement was passed 
by a comfortable majority. The last word, however, rested 
with the Colonial Secretary and the Liberal Government 
in London. The Bill was forwarded in due course to the 
Colonial Office. After it followed the Indians’ manifesto, 
and when this manifesto reached the Colonial Office itw^as 
seen almost at once by sympathetic eyes, for the Secretary 
of State was none other than Lord Ripon. Gladstone had 
appointed Lord Ripon to be Viceroy of India for the. 
purpose of instilling some of his w'ell-worn Liberalism into 
our Indian policy. The appointment roused the hostility 
of nearly all Gladstone’s Nonconformist followers, for 
Lord Ripon was a convert to Roman Catholicism, and it 
seemed to them unfair that a Roman Catholic should 
become Viceroy of India when a Roman Catholic Was— 
until 1931—forbidden to become Viceroy of Ireland. A 
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Yorkshire country gentleman walked round the Simla hills 
though they forrhed part of his personal estate. More- 
1^' : over, he insisted on walking alone, and there were occasions 
when a conscientious Viceregal office-holder knew not how 
to justify his existence. One among them, fussier than his 
fellows, discovered which was Lord Ripon’s favourite walk. 
He also discovered that the beauty and calm of that walk 
was slightly disfigured by a small shrine which a very poor 
man had erected. Promptly and without authority the 
official ordered the man to remove his shrine. The aggrieved 
man waited until the Viceroy arrived, walking alone. He 
threw himself at the Viceroy’s feet and begged that his 
shrine might be left w’here it was. That afternoon a de¬ 
jected official received from the Viceroy a severe lecture on 
the ethics of personal freedom. The chief event of Lord 
/if ^ Yiceroyalty had been the introduction of the 

; Ilbert Bill, which was to enable Indian magistrates to try ; 
European offenders. The Bill provoked a fury which the 
modern young Englishman—cheerfully paying the fines 
for motoring offences which an Indian magistrate politely 
inflicts upon him—cannot understand. Yet behind all the 
savage hostility to Lord Ripon there loomed the realization 
that the Viceroy was attempting to remove one of the 
main props of British ascendancy in India; for people 
capable of administering their own laws are capable also 
of introducing them. 

Lord Ripon was still serving his old chief, but in an 
office where contact with Indian sentiment was seldom 
made. The Indians’ manifesto touched his heart. But even 
if Gandhi had not persuaded ten thousand immigrants to ‘ 
Subscribe their names, it remained almost a foregone 
conclusion that Lord Ripon would have disallowed the 
Natal Government’s Bill, His decision, when it became 
known in Durban, exacerbated feeling. Colonials had.no 
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great love for the Liberal Government. That year Gladstone 
was to resign the Prime Ministership and never again to 
enter the House of Commons, Soon Lord Ripon was to be 
replaced by Mr Joseph Chamberlain, and before the feet 
of the multitude trod casually over Gladstone’s grave, in the 
North Transept of Westminster Abbey, the feet of the new 
Imperialists were treading down Gladstonian Liberalism 
as though it were the dust and ashes of antique history. In 
fact, the disallowing of the Natal Government’s Bill was 
almost the last typical act of Gladstonian Liberalism before 
its final expiry. 

Having agreed to lead the Indians in their protest 
against the Bill, Gandhi had to forgo his voyage to India. 
Kasturbai must wait for a husband with whom she had 
spent less than half of her married life, and the sons must 
wait for a father they scarcely remembered } for the newly 
acquired leadership was taking Gandhi he knew not where. 
It was not enough to secure from Lord Ripon the dis¬ 
allowing of the Bill and then to leave the Indian commukvty 
to face without a challenge the accusations of the white 
settlers. And what guarantee was there that Lord Ripon’s 
successor would not gladly reverse the Liberal policy? 
For had not Gladstone sent Lord Ripon himself out to 
India with the under.standing that he was to reverse the 
Afghan policy of Lord Lytton ? 

Dada Abdullah Sheth’s farewell entertainment became a 
protest committee meeting; the protest committee became 
. party, and the party became the Natal Indian Congress, 
with young Gandhi as its principal speaker and organizer. 
The name and the methods were not original. They were 
a crib from the National Indian Congress, which had been 
founded and supported by two prominent Europeans— 
Mr A. O. Hume and Sir William Wedderburn—nine years 
beforehand. For more than thirty years Mr Hume had 
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^een a zealous member of the Indian Civil Service; but he 
felt very keenly that “ Government was out of touch with 
the people, that there was no safety for the masses till the 
administration was gradually leavened by a representative 
Indian element.” As we look back to the first meeting of 
the Indian National Congress held in Bombay during the 
Christmas week of 1885, its programme seems mild and 
almost excessively loyal. One of its principal speakers— 
Mr Subramania .Aiyar—declared that, by “a merciful 
dispensation of Providence, India, which was for centuries 
the victim of external aggression and plunder, of internal 
civil wars and general confusion, has been brought under 
the domination of the great British Power. I need not tell 
you how that event introduced a great change in the 
destiny of her people, how the inestimable good that has 
flowed from it has been appreciated by them.” 

-t<s tribute to the British raj saved neither Mr Hu’’ 
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■ power utterly to destroy Congress. ' M 
t wrote, “ is that the Congress is tottering 
;e of my great ambitions while in India is to 
pv-aceful demise.” 

It soon became obvious to Gandhi that Sout 
frohi which, as he sat shivering through the nig 
firejless waiting-room of Pietermaritzburg station, h 
to flee at the earliest possible moment—was for the 
timi the true arena for his talents. If he was never ajt 
live! with his family in Kathiawar, the family must live 
him in Natal or the Transvaal, and, therefore, he apg 
for kix months’ leave in his own country. In the middle 
the hot weather of 1896 he set foot once more on India 
soil. No longer unduly conscious of his rank as a barrister 
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■ hiih with lucEative employment, he th»«ght only^nf . 
ing the pd^b^ of the Indian settles to #ie knoi?^de^i^ ;^^ - 
v^eir countrymen; for it was not right that they sboil^ 
lemain as ignorant of actual conditions as he himsdif iiid> 
been when, immaculately dressed, he" waBted down the 
gangway aitJDurban harbour. He passed through jWlahabad 
and called upon the editor of the Pioneer. Th.t Ph^eer, thein 
under the centred ofif the brothers Chesney, was indisputably* 
the leading journal in Iiulia. To the brothers Chesney an 
Act ef the Gositernment of India was something ISce 
an Act of ihnwidence. Where the Statesman, the Englishman 
and the Times of India indulged freely in criticism, the 
Pioneer adopted the attitude that “ The Goverimient hass; 
■’'■m ...” and the rest was annroval Fw'*/,- 


semi-officially, and of its own w - 
■ ooegan. The editor—^wkh the acce®^^^. ; 
editors in India have always shown-^td<^V:Vj 
heard him out. That he ^roidd agrtie 
• the risk of the sli^te^t displeisum.:fi|w^^ti^ist; 

tian anyone ee«id expect. Gandhi was, 
d to write a letter to the Pfoneff/Tldit 
licadon, fornid its way to the news offttte 

joumds. Gandhi made ^eeches, from 'wdiiijb Reptta^ 
aphed extracts. As. he moved leisurely through] the, 
, ved India, to which he had become alniost a straniger, 
was making a far greater stir in South Afrka thail he 
elteved to be poas&le. ^ i 
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T^ards the end of 1896 Gandhi, with Kasturbai and 
their sons, sailed from Bombay on board the Courland. 
Another boat—the Nadert—haA sailed a few days before 
from Porbandar, and both boats were expected to reach 
Durban at the same time. Between them they carried some¬ 
thing like seven or eight hundred Indians, and their arrival 
could have been interpreted as an “ invasion ” of Durban, 
There had been “ invasions ” of Durban before; but now 
feeling was strong. So far. Lord Ripon’s policy had not 
been reversed, and the Europeans of Natal were anxious 
to win the sympathies of Mr Joseph Chamberlain and the 
new Government. Perhaps even a scene would be necessary. 
The Committee of Europeans influenced the Government to 
prevent the* Indians from landing, though the Immigration 
Restriction Act was not yet in force. The Government 
remembered the outbreak of the bubonic plague in India 
earlier in the year, and with this excuse, though there was 
not a single sufferer from an infectious disease on either 
the Courland or the Naderi, the passengers were detained 
outside the Durban harbour for more than three weeks. 
The Committee of Europeans, more direct and thorough 
than the Government, first threatened the shipowner—none 
other than Dada Abdullah Sheth—with loss of business 
if the Courland and the Naderi did not return with their 
full complement of passengers to India, and then sent word 
to the passengers themselves that, should they attempt to 
land, members of the European Committee would push 
every one of them into the sea. It was a preposterous threat; 
for while every single passenger was fully entided to land, 
many of them were old residents of Natal, and others were 
merely passing through Natal on their way to the Transvaal. 
Realizing that the demonstration had gone too far, and 
might lead to unpleasant remonstrances and inquiries from 
the Colonial Office, the Government lifted the quarantirie, 
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i.^hd the Courland and the Naderi sailed into tlie harbour. 

■ The passengers landed, but the Attorney-General of 
Natal, who knew that Gandhi, by his newspaper letters, 
pamphlets and speeches in India, was the chief cause 
of the Europeans’ demonstration, begged him to remain 
on board the Courland until the evening. Unhappily, an 
English barrister, who was Dada Abdullah Sheth’s advocate, 
came on board and dissuaded Gandhi froni accepting 
the official advice. Gandhi, as usual, was made conspicuous 
by his dress. Almost immediately people in the main 
street were shouting: “Here’s Gandhi! Thrash him!” 
Hooligans threw stones. The English barrister, scenting 
an ugly scene, beckoned for a rickshaw. The rickshaw 
and the Zulu rickshaw boy were at once surrounded 
by the hooligans, who threatened, to destro)^ the rickshaw 
if the rickshaw boy attempted to give Gandhi a ride. 
“ Kha! ” shouted the Zulu, as he fled in terror from 
the main street. Gandhi was compelled, therefore, to 
descend from the deserted rickshaw and attempt once 
more to make his way through the main street. He was 
separated from the English barrister and severely kicked. 
He was about to faint, when the wife of the Superintendent 
of Police pushed her way through the crowd and, holding 
an umbrella over Gandhi’s head, warded olf a shower of 
stones. In this manner they walked together until a number 
of constables arrived, and took charge of the situation. 
After staying for a short time in the police station, a severely 
bruised man stepped quietly and, as he thought, un¬ 
observed into the house of a wealthy Indian merchant, 
Parsi Rustomji. His asylum was, however, discovered, and 
a few hours later a mob of several thousand stood outside 
Parsi Rustoraji’s house. The mob was intent upon lynching 
him, and it very nearly succeeded. Gandhi escaped frornji 
the house disguised as a policeman. I 
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It was not possible that sueh an ugly incident should 
escape the notice of the authorities in London. In due 
course a cable arrived from Mr Joseph Chamberlain, 
asking the Government of Natal to prosecute Gandhi’s 
assailants. The Attorney-General, not a little grieved that 
Gandhi had not followed his advice to remain on board 
the Courland until nightfall, sent for him and told him 
that the Government would prosecute his assailants without 
further delay. But to this Gandhi would not agree. “ If 
all they heard about me was tnie,” he said, “ it was natural 
for them to be excited and do something wrong.” He had 
moved far since his threat to prosecute the Political Agent 
at Rajkot. The Attorney-General was, of course, relieved; 
for, though he believed in the strict maintenance of law 
and order, he had not concealed his sympathy with the 
Committee of Europeans during the prolonged quarantine 
of the Courland and the Naderi. Gandhi’s refusal to 
prosecute removed yet another occasion for inflamed feeling 
between Europeans and Indians. The Attorney-General 
then handed Gandhi a blank piece of paper, on which he 
was to state that, on his own responsibility, he refused to 
prosecute his assailants; and when this was done, the 
Attorney-General forwarded it dutifully to the Colonial 
Office. The Attorney-General had begun to under¬ 
stand, and even to like, the detested Gandhi. The mind 
of Mr Chamberlain, however, was less impressionable, 
The blank paper might as well have remained a tabula 
rasa. 

The English and the Boers drifted into war. With war 
came a great challenge to the Indian community. They 
had no cause to feel grateful to the Boers of the Transvaal, 
but they could not pretend that they were more grateful 
to the English of Natal. Ever since their first arrival at 
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- Durban in i860 they had attempted to batten upon an alien 
country. They had never shown that they were proud of 
their British citizenship, and Boer and British leaders alike 
assumed that the Indians would stand idly by and wait to 
see who won the war. Indian sympathies were with the 
Boers rather than the British. The Boers were fighting for 
their national identity . Were Indians, themselves oppressed, 
to assist in oppressing others ? This question had to be 
answered, and the answer came naturally from Gandhi. 
He had fashioned the Natal Indian Congress on the model 
of the Indian National Congress, He would now emulate 
its thought, and he was certainly not to quarrel with 
Subramania Aiyar’s inaugural discovery that “ the domina¬ 
tion of the great British Power” had been accomplished 
by “ a merciful dispensation of Providence.” The way of 
co-operation v/as the way of success. He, therefore, told his 
community: “Our existence in South Africa is only in 
our capacit)'^ as British subjects. In every memorial we have 
presented, we have asserted our rights as such. We have 
been proud of our British citizenship, or have given our 
rulers and the world to believe that we are proud. Our 
rulers profess to safeguard our rights because we are British 
subjects, and w^hat little rights we still retain, we retain 
because w^e are British subjects. It would be unbecoming 
to our dignity as a nation to look on with, folded hands at 
a time when ruin stared the British in the face as well as 
ourselves, simply because they ill-treat us here. And sucli 
criminal inaction could only aggravate our difficulties, . . . 
If we desire to win our freedom and achieve our welfare 
as members of the British Empire, here is a golden oppor¬ 
tunity for us to do so by helping the British in the war by 
all means at our disposal. It must largely be conceded that 
justice is on the side of the Boers . . . but so long as the 
subjects own allegiance to a State, it is their clear duty 
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gi^iiefally to accommodate themselves, aad to accord their 
support to acts of the State.” 

Gandhi won his way. The Indian community would co¬ 
operate. But how? They were not wanted. This was a war 
between white and white—a war to be fought over the 
heads of Indians and Bantus, who nevertheless suffered in 
the process. Gandhi, however, did not abandon the hope 
of co-operation, and realizing that even stretcher-work by 
non-combatants required a careful training, he organized 
his volunteers. He had them all medically examined. The 
leaders learned how to nurse the wounded. Onlookers 
laughed at the activities of the “ coolies but when Gandhi 
assured the Government that he now had a body of efficiently 
trained men under his leadership, the Government could 
not decline his offer without expressing its gratitude and 
appreciation. Victory failed to come speedily to British arms, 
and for a time there was a fear that Durban itself might one 
day fall to the Boers; and then, in answer to one of Gandhi’s 
persistent offers of help, the Government announced its 
approval of the formation of an Indian Ambulance Corps. 
Gandhi—future arch-priest of pacifism—wore khaki. 

Eleven hundred Indians left Durban for die “ front.” 
A long series of British reverses brought them frequendy 
into the firing-line. Sometimes they worked side by side 
with members of the European ambulance *corps, and 
there Gandhi met some of his principal European accusers; 
but he was never once insulted—1914 did not provide 
the only war in which men of different races and creeds 
responded to “the comradeship of the trenches.” General 
Bu|ler mentioned Gandhi and his co-workers in dispatches,; 
an^ wh€n the war was over he and thirty-six other Indians 
recjeived war medals, 

^o-operation was better than resistance. Gandhi had 
managed to impress the European combatants, and now, 
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. that victory had come to the English, it was, it seemed, a 
foregone conclusion that the old evils against which the 
Indian community formerly contended—virtual disfran¬ 
chisement and the three-pound registration tax—would 
disappear, Gandhi had reached the age of thirty-two. He 
had lived in South Africa long enough to feel his affections 
rooted in the country. He had travelled far, both as a 
politician and as a moral reformer. He discovered that 
simplicity of life helped hirri to capture happiness, but he 
was making that discovery when, as a home-sick youth in 
London, he.returned his violin and closed for the last time 
the pages of Bell’s Standard Elocutionist. A more significant 
discovery was his power of leadership. Men of all parties 
were glad to follow him. He—a “ cooliebarrister—had 
become a leading %ure in Natal, and if he could accom¬ 
plish so-much in a Crown Colony, what could he not 
accomplish in India.? There were glittering prizes. He had 
earned at the Durban Bar more than he needed. He could 
now earn still more at the Bombay Bar, where eight 
years before he had been a pitiable failure. Moreover, the 
opportunities for social service seemed to be immeasurably 
greater, now that the Boers were defeated and the British 
had gained the opportunity of sweeping away the anti- 
Indian legislation of the Transvaal. Great men stalked 
through India, and Gandhi had met them when, in 1896, 
he first proclaimed in India the disabilities of his country¬ 
men in South Africa. There was Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, 
the Bombay philanthropist who, years ago, sent word that 
Gandhi was on no account to prosecute the Political Agent 
at Rajkot. There was Lokamanya Tilak, the great Brahman 
whose violent views and policies w^erc to lead him into a 
profitless legal controversy with the Times und Sir Valentine 
Chirol, and there was Gopalrao Krishna Gokhale, who as 
the chief inspirer of the Servants of India Society must be. 
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v^numbered among the creators of modern India, Each of 
them would have been more than willing to accept Gandhi 
as a lieutenant. And finally, there was the call of home, to 
which Kasturbai and her children were far from indifferent. 
In Natal, as in the Transvaal, it was never possible to 
escape the fact that the Indians were a despised and un¬ 
wanted race, If this feeling exists in India it is because 
? prolonged agitation and propaganda have made the people 
hypersensitive. Thirty years ago there was less resentment 
against, and actually less personal contact with, English¬ 
men; and when Gandhi and his family at last departed 
from Durban they settled dowm in Bombay for a life of 
comparative ease. Gandhi’s reputation removed all fear of 
' a struggle at the Bombay Bar, and his earnings have been 
variously estimated from three to six thousand pounds a 
year. But life was soon to lose its smoothness. Almost within 
a year there came warnings that all was not well in South 
Africa. Later a meSvSage announced that Mr Chamberlain 
w^as about to pay an official visit to South Africa. It was 
imperative that the Indians should present their case to 
him and make their difficulties clear. It was a call for 
leadership, and Gandhi accepted with alacrity the sugges- 
• tion that he should return to Durban. Moreover, it meant 
that for the first time he would meet a British statesman 
face to face. The member for a Birmingham division who 
repeatedly declared that we must “ think imperially or 
perish ” need not have been far removed in sympathy and 
vision from the Indian leader who, on the eve of the 
Great War, declared; “ It is my know’ledge, right or wrong,, 
of'the British Constitution which binds me to the Empire. 
Tear that Constitution to shreds, and my loyalty also will 
be torn to shreds. Keep that Constitution intact, and you 
hold me bound—-a slave to that Constitution.” 
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The man who told his generation that it must think 
imperially or perish was, none the less, apt to think in 
terms of Whitehall and his Birmingham constituency. He 
received Gandhi almost as soon as he had arrived at 
Durban, and he listened patiently to all that the Indian 
leader—himself a little out of touch with events since his 
residence in Bombay—had to say. There was not the 
slightest indication that Mr Chamberlain ever remembered 
the man who declined to prosecute his assailants when they 
attempted to lynch him. Gandhi told his story; a few 
courteous words were exchanged, and when the Indian 
had left Mr Chamberlain turned swiftly to other and more 
pressing work. Meanwhile Gandhi made preparations to 
leave for Pretoria, so that he might once again meet Mr 
Chamberlain and acquaint him with the difficulties of the 
Indians in the Transvaal. 

To Englishmen and Indians alike the Transvaal, now 
that the power of the Boers was broken, appeared as a 
promised land. Farmers, prospectors and company pro¬ 
moters clamoured for entry, and it w'as just and necessary 
that {he authorities should regulate the immigrations. Two 
departments were set up—one for Europeans and the other 
for Asiatics, Europeans- entered with comparative ease. 
Asiatics, of whom the greater number were Indians, whUe 
a few were Chinese, could scarcely effect an entry at all. 
The reason was, of course, obvious. Unlike Natal, the 
Transvaal could not claim Indians of the third generation. 
Barely twenty years had passed since the first Indian set up 
his shop in the main street of Pretoria. The Orange Free 
State had ruthlessly expelled all but a few Indian waiters, 
and even if there was no intention of following the example 
of the Orange-Free State, the Transvaal had at least some 
excuse for deciding upon a sound Indian policy before it 
admitted new immigrants. In the language of post-War 
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Europe, it would have been justified in devising a quota 
system. Gandhi has never acknowledged this point of 
view. He recalled again and again' the assurances of Lord 
Lansdowne and Lord Selborne that the ill-treatment of 
Indians was one of the causes of war against the Transvaal. 
The British Agent in Pretoria had frequently hinted that 
once the Transvaal became a Crown Colony it would be a 
land fit for Indians to live in; and here w'as a new Asiatic 
Department regulating the movements of Indians, and 
bringing to their work a quality that the Boer rulers admired 
but did not adopt—the quality of efficiency. It was even 
difficult for Gandhi to enter the Transvaal for his interview 
with Mr Chamberlain, and his only method of reaching 
Pretoria was to take with him a letter from the Police 
Commissioner in Durban. Mar>y of the members of the 
Asiatic Department were now recruited from India and 
vcylon, and these, while they could not yet claim a sound 
knowledge of conditions in the Transvaal, nevertheless had 
jleir own notions of “ treating the Oriental as he should be 
•eated ”; and when the Chief of the Department found that 
andhi was in Pretoria, planning to meet Mr Chamberlain, 

} sent for him. 

What brings you here ? ” he asked. 

f . . A 

' “ I am here at the request of my fellow-countrymen,” 
fks the reply. 

; ‘'‘\You must go back. You shall not wait on Mr Chamber- 
in. It is for the protection of the Indians here that the 
siatje Department has been specially formed.” 
i‘*\Yhat are we here for?” the Chief asked of other 
idian^ in Gandhi’s absence. “ Have we not been appointed 
protect you? What can Gandhi know of the conditions 
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The 0 hief then wrote a letter in which he stated* that, 
^ice Gafidhi had seen Mr Chamberlain in Durban, it was 
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■piv^c of Ae resentment among all classes of the Intfiali 
^ijmmunity. for when he received the Indian deputatieii 
Pfel'^lefewed to Gandhi’s absence: “ Rather than hear the 
cepfi^entative over and over again, is it not bettar 
^fl^o'haVe-someone new? ” 

Gandhi was discovering his chief enemy. It was the 
if: jburfeaucrat. Bureaucracy made the path of co-q^a^oft 
■ ;,^ceedingly difficult to follow. But is the efimtnastion of 
bureaucracy possible without a complete tran^ormatioa 
of socieiy ? 




CHAPTER SIX 

Renunciation 

Mr Gandhi abandoned all thought of returning to Bombay. 
His failure to see Mr Chamberlain during his tour of the 
Transvaal emphasized his re?il leadership, deepened the 
community’s sense of grievance, and foreshadowed a 
profitable field of agitation in the years to come. Plainly, 
the British Government had forgotten—perhaps Lord 
Lansdowne and Lord Selborne themselves had forgotten— 
that Kruger’s treatment of the Indians was one of the 
causes of Britain’s war upon the Transvaal. There was no 
need for Mr Gandhi to lack money. He could practise both 
at the Natal Bar and at the Transvaal Bar. He could—and 
did—double the income he was formerly earning at the 
Bombay Bar. As a proof that he had come finally to live 
among the Indians of South Africa, he summoned Kasturbai 
and her children; and Kasturbai, reconciled to the idiosyn¬ 
crasies of her lord, broke up her Bombay home and came, 
to live she knew not where or how. On the voyage out to 
Natal, her children scampered all over the deck, and one 
of them severely injured his arm. A rnember of the crew 
put it in a sling, and trusted nature to take its course. But 
when the father—still faultlessly attired—met his family 
at Durban, and saw what a white man had done to his 
child’s arm, he promptly altered the treatment. The sling 
was thrown away and the arm put into a mud-plaster. The 
“ medical morals ” of a seafaring European were not for 
him. The son is still alive. 

In Johannesburg Mr Gandhi’s office grew in size and 
importance. He was soon employing a small army of clerks, 
and even European lady typists. Each of these lady typisjs, 
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liv;: “lioweverv^ pronounced sympathies with some or all of 
• his views. Some liked his championship of the depressed 
Indians; others his vegetarianism. They were all prepared 
I ' to work more or less for nothing, and if they ever failed to 

II; be efficient they had at least this excuse, that their master 
I' hated the efficiency of the new administration of the 
Transvaal, and would recall almost affectionately the days 
when the Boers introduced harsh law's and then forgot to 
carry them out. There was no lax administration noW. 
Lord Milner’s young men were first-class bureaucrats, 
who gave to the Transvaal all the benefits of well-regulated ; 
administration and sound organization. There was little 
to impede th^ir progress—no very cumbrous Parliamentary 
machinery or factious public opinion to curb the methods 
of good government. It was as though the dream of the 
civil servant in Whitehall had come true, and Downing 
Street and the Palace of Westminster sank overnight below 
the level of the Thames. Some of Lord Milner’s lieutenants 
foresaw with perfect accuracy the dangers of admitting 
new Indians to the Transvaal before the State had finally 
decided whether or not it could assimilate a larger Oriental 
population. They knew that, if fresh immigration was to be 
stopped, there must be an effective registration of the old 
Indians. They therefore proposed that - the Transvaal ■ 
Government should issue permits containing the photo-^ 
graph and the signature of the holder. Illiterate Indians-r 
of whom there was an extremely large number, even in 
thie Transvaal—were to give their thumb impressions. It 
was a reasonable suggestion, and the Government seems 
to have adopted it with alacrity. None the less, it brought 
members of the Asiatic Department into a public contempt 
tliat should have been reserved for the politicians, who 
argued plausibly about the difficulties of reconciling 
^Oriental and Occidental aspirations, instead of following 
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of tlie Orange Free State and excluding India! 
with the rigidity that the Lama used to exclude Europeans 
from Thibet. As bureaucrats, members of the Asiatic 
Department were set the task of circumventing would-be 
intruders into the Transvaal, and they fulfilled their task 
in a truly bureaucratic and efficient manner. But it was a 
manner no Indian could welcome. Mr Gandhi, during the 
Boer War, had encouraged the Indians to believe that 
British citizenship spelt freedom. How could the registra¬ 
tion ordinance be considered compatible with freedom? 
Many years were to pass before war-time England recon-l 
ciled itself to, national registration, and before only rigidly 
defined quotas of European nationals could, sail past the 
Statue of Liberty into God’s own country. It is not easy to 
recapture the asperities of the Indians who were forced 
to register themselves thirty years ago. We have all been 
regimented since, and Englishmen ar6 apt nowadays to 
behave like the German Communists before the Nazi 
rSgime, who, when their meeting in a public park was 
broken up by a police charge, fell over each other as they 
rushed along the paths. They would have found greater 
safety in running over the grass; but then, even walking on 
the grass is verboten. Indian leaders jeeringly remarked 
that England was supposed to be a free country. A former 
Prince Galitzin also jeered when, despairing of enlighten¬ 
ment in Russia, he arrived at Dover with his tame crocodile, 
and found that, though he, as a political agitator, could 
enter free England without any difficulties, he must never¬ 
theless pay a fifteen - shillings custom duty on his tame 
crocodile. 

The Indian community looked to Mr Gandhi to lead 
the agitation. This he did with a skill which any Parlia¬ 
mentary leader in England might have envied. And yet 
nothing could persuade him to abandon his poliey, pf 
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f- j-operation. At a time when victory for the British was by 
no means a certainty, he had urged Indians to be faithful 
to their British citizenship. His reward had been a war 
medal, followed by a snub from Mr Chamberlain. The 
reward of the community had been the exchange of anti- 
Indian laws laxly administered for fresh anti-Indian laws 
rigorously enforced. Yet Mr Gandhi’s reputation stood 
high, and after attacking the Government in splendid 
Parliamentary fashion, and after leading one deputation 
after another, he called upon the Indian community in the 
pTransvaal voluntarily to re-register. Thereby he hoped to 
soften action by the Government. For a time it seemed as 
though he had succeeded. Efficiency and imagination, 
however, are seldom given in equal proportions, and before 
long the Government decided to give to this voluntarj' 
registration the force of a legislative enactment. 

In the interval, Mr Gandhi was busy at the Bar. He 
became one of the most familiar figures in Johannesburg, 
as he cycled from the Court to his favourite vegetarian 
restaurant, and from the restaurant to the “ coolie 
location,” where the white residents of Johannesburg 
forced the Indians to live. In almost all respects the 
coolie location ” resembled the ghetto of a medieval 
city. Illiterate Indians knew not the first principles of 
sanitation or health, though Mr Gandhi gave frequent 
lectures, in which he mixed indispensable advice with his 
own doctrines of diet and treatment. The “ coolies ” 
expectorated freely. They were, as their white rulers 
ceaselessly declared them to be, rather dirty and uncivilized, 
and when the pneumonic plague broke out among Zulus 
working in a gold mine near Johannesburg, Indian workers 
in the same rnine quickly caught the plague. I’hey returned 
to the location, which within only a few hours was plague- 
stricken. Terrorized inhabitants sent for Mr Gandhi, who 
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cycled at full speed to the location, warned the Town 
Clerk, and summoned a doctor and a nurse. "He broke open 
an empty house, and placed twenty-three suffeV'^rs within 
it. On the following day he found an empty shed, which he 
cleaned and converted intoa temporary hospit^. Heretv^finty 


of the twenty-three sufferers died. The nurse also died 




It was one thing to treat new sufferers, and another to 
stamp out the plague. There was a daily exodus from 
Johannesburg of European women and children, and the 
Municipality, seeing that it was Mr Gandhi’s initiative 
which prevented what might have been a decimation of 
the city, encouraged his further proposals; for almost 
immediately he was marching the Indians out of the 
location to a spot where the Municipality had erected 
tents for them. The entire location was burned down, and, 
until new accommodation was provided, the Indian com¬ 
munity of Johannesburg lived under canvas. The days of 
plague enhanced Mr Gandhi’s prestige in the city. It was 
too good an opportunity for him to miss, for when he 
wrote a letter to the Press condemning the Municipality’s 
accommodation for Indians, he had public opinion on his 
side. 

Mr Gandhi’s promptitude and courage during the 
plague brought him many new friendships — among them 
the important friendships of Mr West, a Lincolnshire man, 
and Mr Henry Polak, an English Jew. Mr Gandhi invited 
Mr West to go to Durban and supervise the printing of 
Indian Opinion, which, on the eve of the Boer War, Mr 
Gandhi had made the official organ of his Natal Indian ' 
Congress. Within a few hours Mr West accepted the 
invitation, threw up his job and thus became—apart front 
the lady typists—the first of Mr Gandhi’s numerous 
European lieutenants. Mr Polak, a journalist, was a man 
not only susceptible to new ideas, but always ready to. 
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R&ntmciation , 

This is how I understood Ruskin’s tea,;^hin:gs: 

1 . The good of the individual is contain 'd in the good 

of all. . 

2. A lawyer’s labour has the same value as the barber’s, 

inasmuch as all have the same right of eai^ing their 

livelihood from their labour, \ 

3 . A life of labour— i.e. of the tiller of the soil and 

handicraftsman—is the life worth living. ^ 

‘‘ The first of these I knew. The second I had dimly 
realized. The third had never occurred to me. Rii^kin 
made it as clear as possible for me that the second and ti e 
third were contained in the first. I awoke with the dawn, 
ready to reduce these principles to practice.” 

So,' journeying between Johannesburg and. Durban had 
provided Mr Gandhi with a ^cand spiritual iEneid. 

The financial complications of Indian Opinion se&mtd to 
be a trivial aftair to one who henceforward w'ould hold his 
profession in no greater esteem than he would hold the 
trade of the barber, and who would dedicate himself to a 
life of labour. He had made a grand discovery, which he 
must reveal to Mr "West before he began to talk about the 
position of Indian Opinion. Mr West refreshed his memory 
of Unto 7'his Last and then showed himself ready to fall in 
with whatever proposals Mr Gandhi might choose to make. 
But what were the proposals to be? Mr Gandhi had a giant’s 
work at the Transvaal Bar; he was the leader of Indians in 
two different States; he wrote for his newspaper; he lectured 
on vegetarianism, sanitation and diet; he had a wife and 
children. He was like a post-War bishop asking the world 
how he could give up his palace and his princely salary. 
Then, at last, Mr Gandhi and Mr West made a resolution. - 
They would, at least, print Indian Opinion on a farm. 

They soon found a farm at Phoenix, in the neighbourhood 
of Durban; It contained twenty acres of land. Mr Gandhi 
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and Mr West 

was an estat^.-;jf eighty acres containing a cottage and an 
abundance fruit-trees. Mr Gandhi and Mr West bought 
this toe- Bfoth estates cost a thousand pounds. After all, 
Rusk’n bimaself was a member of the v/ealthy classes. It 
then oc9(irred to Mr Gandhi that a little economy should 
be shown. The people who were to live at Phoenix—and a 
number of Indians soon volunteered to live a simple and 
comjmunal life—should build the. shed for the printing- 
pre&s themselves, and Parsi Rustomji provided second-hand 
corrugated-iron sheets. Mr Gandhi wanted a hand-press. 
Mr West, overruling all excesses in the Ruskinian philosophy, 
installed an engine. Nevertheless, Mr Gandhi ordered a 
hand-press, in case, he said, the engine broke down. And it so 
happened that the engine failed the Ruskinians on the very 
first day. Almost triumphantly Mr Gandhi and his friends 
fell back on the hand-press ar^d worked through the night. 
Then someone woke up the engineer, to see if the engine 
would start again. “ Machines,” said Mr West, “ sometimes 
seem to behave as though they required rest like us ” ; for, 
as the chief Ruskinian himself admitted, the engine started 
as though nothing had happened, and the whole press “ rang 
with peals of joy.” Mr West sang a hymn, 
y The simple life did not end with a printing-press bn a 
not very accessible farm; for though Mr Gandhi did not 
abandon his practice at the Bar, nor cease ail at once to be 
dressed in Savile Row fashion, he did at least take to doing 
his own laundry. He overstarched his high collar, and the 
starch peeled off while he was addressing a jury in the 
court. Later he cut his own hair, and so avoided the un¬ 
pleasantness of barbers who might suddenly refuse to cut the 
hair of a “ coolie.” At first, neither his laundering nor his 
hair-cutting was a great success, and his appearance provoked 
lpu4 laughter among his fellow-barristers; but they were 
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laughing with him , rather than at him, and they mingled their 
laughter with pity for a man prone to indignities because 
racially he belonged to the unwanted illiterates of the location. 

Before long Mr Polak came to live with Mr Gandhi in 
Johannesburg, as a member of his household. Mr Polak 
was engaged to an English girl, and Mr Gandhi insisted 
that she, too, when she arrived at Johannesburg and was 
married, should join the household—a decision which 
caused the gravest concern to Kasturbai, who was shy, had 
seldom met an Englishwoman socially, and spoke only a 
few words of English. Mr Polak and Mr Gandhi met the 
bride-to-be at Jeppe station, Johannesburg, and later in 
the day conducted her to the office of the Registrar of 
Marriages. The Registrar gazed at Mr Gandhi and then 
at Mr Polak and his fiancee. He drew Mr Gandhi aside. 
The marriage, he explained, could not take place. The law 
forbade the marriage of a European to an Asiatic, It was 
inconceivable that a thoroughbred European should have 
asked an Asiatic to be his best man. The Registrar was 
adamant. Mr Gandhi thereupon appealed to the Chief 
Magistrate, with whom fortunately he had once read the 
Gita and other Hindu scriptures. The Chief Magistrate 
shared the Registrar’s fear of heavy penalties for committing 
a mistake, but, as he remembered that Mr Polak had a 
father whose skin was almost Nordic, he officiated in the 
place of the Registrar, and thus both the lawfulness and 
the respectability of the union were assured. 

The marriage over, Mr Gandhi felt it to be his duty 
to give an at-home in honour of Mr and Mrs Polak. He 
looked round the walls of his inexpensive, middle-class 
house, and decided that such an occasion demanded an 
increase of furniture, which he ordered. He felt, as his 
brother had felt when a barrister of the Inner Temple was 
about to return to Kathiawar, that he must replenish, the. 
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crockery; and when a Gujerati youth suggested 
that he might whitewash the ceilings, Mr Gandhi readily con- 
i sented. Unfortunately, the host walked into the reception- 
room to find that the Gujerati youth, had whitewashed 
the wall-paper as well. He sent at once for a decorator, 
and ordered the walls to be re-papered. The ways of the 
yfy. Transvaal, however, are leisurely, and the decorator had 
not finished his work, nor had the new furniture been 
installed, before the visitors began to arrive, and even a 
saint anxious for a decorator to begone must fret. 

The exper iment of English and Indians \bnng en famille 
has often been attempted, and has as often failed. But the 
Gandhis and the.Polaks have consistently maintained that 
they were happy together. “I-do not remember,” Mr 
Gandhi wrote,- “ our ever having had a difference with the 
newly married couple, but even if Mrs Polak and my wife 
had had some unpleasant experiences, they w^ould have 
been no more than what happen in the best-regulated 
homogeneous families.” Differences there certainly were, 
but they were natural differences of temperament and 
outlook. Mr Gandhi’s desire for simplicity led him once 
again to convert his middle-class dwelling into a succession 
of bare garrets, and Mrs Polak needed curtains and floor- 
coverings. “ But why? ” asked Mr Gandhi, “ Is not the 
country that you can see from your windows more beautiful 
than any picture? You have said you love sky scenes and 
beautiful sunsetsf There you have it all in front of you. I 
do not understand why you want to shut it out with 
curtains.” “ Some lace curtains or thin muslin will not 
shut it out,” Mrs Polak replied, and, since she is a capable 
woman, she won her way. Kasturbai Gandhi herself pro- 
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tested that English people, amused by the mixed menage, 
had a habit of inviting themselves to dinner and then 
; askipg their host some very direct questions. She had no 
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welcome people who, she said, “make laugh” 

of her. 

Again, the Polaks differed profoundly from the Gandhis 
in their ideas of education. The Gandhi children were 
growing up with but a scant knowledge of English. A few 
lessons from their father sufficed for their mental training. 
The barrister of the Inner Temple, who even now relied 
upon English friends for inspiration, refused to see that 
he was denying his children their birthright. Yet Mr 
Gandhi himself was in a process of education. He was 
moving from a Ruskinian simplicity to an almost Antonian 
austerity. Lace curtains and thin muslin took on the texture 
of a steel frame that held him down. Family ties checked 
him less in his work than in his quest for spiritual self- 
realization. He was not yet thirty-five. He had reached an 
age when many Englishmen have decided whether or not 
marriage is a fit state for them to enter. Mr Gandhi, if 
he had been given an English upbringing, would have 
undoubtedly chosen the unmarried state. Yet in actual fact 
he had been married for more than twenty years. Kasturbai 
had honoured and obeyed him. She had wandered from 
Kathiawar to Bombay and from Bombay to Johannesburg 
at his bidding. She endeavoured to follow his teachings; 
but there were occasions when she failed her instructor. 
When, for instance, an Indian Christian—a convert from 
the Untouchables—came to stay with her husband, and 
her husband peremptorily ordered her to clear the slops of 
the ex-Untouchable, pride and the instinct of her ancient 
religion made her rebel. Her eyes were red with anger as 
she descended the stairs with the slop-pail. 

Mr West struggled with the production of Indian 
Opinion on the Phoenix Farm, where the sun beat upon 
the corrugated-iron sheets given by old Parsi Rustomji. He 
had gathered around him a number of English and Indian 
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settlers anxious to live their lives on true Ruskinian prin¬ 
ciples. Their life was a perpetual temptation to Mr Gandhi, 
and one day he forsook the little house with its lace curtains 
and thin muslin, and arrived at Phoenix with Kasturbai 
and Henry and Millie Polak. There was not the slightest 
adornment, though Mr Gandhi’s bungalow seemed to 
possess rather more corrugated-iron sheets than the others, 
Mrs Gandhi and Mrs Polak shared a so-called bedroom, 
and on the first night they both grumbled so long and 
heartily that, at length, Mr Gandhi walked into the room 
and promised to make whatever improvements were really 
necessary. But, as Mrs Polak admitted in her biographical 
study of Mr Gandhi, there was always an emphasis on the 
word “ necessary “for so many things we desired we 
could not prove to be necessary, and so life at Phoenix was 
lived in a very simple way 


Suddenly the cry of war was heard once more in South 
Africa. A Zulu chief refused to pay a tax recently imposed 
upon the Zulus. He called upon his men to follow his 
example, and a sergeant who arrived to collect the tax was 
struck down. The incident led to hostilities grandiloquently 
called the Zulu Rebellion. This rebellion, like the Boer 
War, was a challenge to the Indians of South Africa, 
more particularly to the Indians of Natal. Once again Mr 
Gandhi took little time in making up his mind. He was, he 
argued, a citizen of Natal, and therefore a citizen of the , 
British Empire, which “ existed for the welfare of the 
world.” Almost immediately, he wrote to the Governor and 
offered to form an Indian stretcher-bearer company. The 
Governor accepted the offer. For the second time in his life, 
Mr Gandhi donned khaki: he was given the temporary 
rank of sergeant-major. 

The medical officer in charge of the wounded Zulus 
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welcomed Sergeant-Major Gandhi, on his arrival. He h 
found that white ambulance men were u.nwilling to nurse 
the Zulus. Few of the Zulus were wounded in battl^. They 
had been captured and sentenced to be flogged, arid the 
flogging created sores which were festering. Contact ^‘th 
these creatures, whom other men might have left to di^j> 
brought to Mr Gandhi a fresh realization of the horrors of 


war. He decided that the Zulu Rebellion was “no war, 


but a man hunt.” Englishmen, he found, shared his views i! 
Morning after morning rifles would be turned on innocen 
people; kraal after kraal burst into flame; and “ friendly ’ 
Zulus were wounded almost as often as “ enemy ” ..Zu^ 
The rebellion should have made the future arch-apos' 
non-violence an ardent opponent of war. But other th* 
were uppermost in his mind, and they were moving on 
their accustomed course to greater asceticism. Suppose, he 
argued, his wife were now to have another child; such an 
event would have made impossible his second appearance 
as a sergeant-major. It was clear that he must stop having 
cliildren. This meant for him absolute chastity. He must 
take the vow of chastity, which he called Brahmacharya ; 
and when the ambulance corps was disbanded, and he re¬ 
linquished the temporary rank of sergeant-major and gained 
one more war medal, he returned to Phoenix and discussed 
the benefit of Brahmacharya with Mr West and other 
members of the communal farm. His mind was made up. 

The vow was taken. Mr Gandhi felt ir < leasurably 
happier. The stain of lust in the presence of death at 
Kathiawar was at last wiped out. Mr Gandhi turned with 
relief to new methods of healing. He wanted dearly to 
establish a house of healing at Phoenix. Not long afterwards 
Kasturbai, who suffered frequently from pernicious anaemia, 
^%rew worse and became unconscious. The doctor rang 
through to Johannesburg, where Mr Gandhi was staying, j 
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asked the ’nusband’s permission to give his patieni 
beef-tea. Mr Gandhi refused to give this permission, and 
took.tn^next train to Durban, where, on his arrival at the 
doctors house, he was informed that Mrs Gandhi had 
bo^h given beef-tea even before the telephone call. Mr 
Gandhi took the news badly. The doctor and his wife, he 
tells us, had “ laid me under a debt of gratitude, but I 
was not prepared to put up with his medical morals.” 
Even if it meant her death, Mrs Gandhi was not to be 
ven beef-tea without her consent. Kasturbai, though in 
he weakest condition, was roused so that she might tell 
'Ic agonized husband whether or not she would consent 
ke beef-tea. ” I will not take beef-tea,” *she cried. 

. it a rare thing in this world to be born as a human 
being; and I would rather die in your arms than pollute my 
body with such abominations.” Mr Gandhi was delighted: 
the doctor called him callous. And because Kasturbai w'as 
not to have beef-tea, the doctor would not have her under 
his roof for a single day. .Ill as she was, she had to be 
removed from Durban to Phoenix. “ I shouldn’t be surprised 
if she died on the way,” were the doctor’s parting words. 

But she did not die. The husband gave her hydropathic 
treatment, and she began to gain strength. She would have 
recovered completely if the operation had succeeded ^n 
removing the haemorrhage. The haemorrhage, alas, w'as as 
obstinate as before. Mr Gandhi, not knowing what to do, 
dived into his books on vegetarianism. There he found 
that a Brahmachari gained by a saltless diet. He also learned 
that weak people should avoid pulses* If a saltless diet 
makes the pure purer, and a pulseless diet makes the we^k 
strong, why should not Kasturbai give up salt and pulses? 
This was riiore than Kasturbai could bear to do, until her, 
husband vowed that he also, for a year, would eat no salt 
or guises. Oddly enough, the experiment worked. The 
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red and, said Mr Gandh,. , 
somewhat to my reputation as a quack.” But 
seems never to have abandoned his curious faith 
efficacy of beef-tea. As Mr Gandhi had vowed hims 
a saltless and pulseless diet for a whole year, it was onl;> 
be expected that he would inflict the same unattractive 
discipline upon his followers. We have his assurance that 
the results were good. “ Medically there may be two 
opinions as to its value, but morally I have no doubt that 
all self-denial is good for the soul.” 

This new reputation as a quack brought Mr Gandhi 
more than one unofficial patient. There was an Englishmi 
condemned to an immediate operation for appendicitis 
and his friends—with a suspicion of the surgical knife that 
has long since passed out of fashion—^^came hurrying to 
Mr Gandhi. Shoittly afterwards one of them carried the 
suffering man on his back. The patient was douched and 
made to fast. As soon as the crisis was over, Mr Gandhi 
put him on a light meatless diet, and he soon made a 
recovery. He has remained a vegetarian ever since. 

Mr Gandhi’s experiments, however, did not meet with 
uniform success. On one unhappy occasion he decided to 
experiment on Mrs Polak’s baby, when it was only six 
weeks old. He placed one of his favourite cold mud-plasters 
on the child’s abdomen to assist in regulating its natural 
functions. “ The child,” wrote the mother, “ screamed 
and doubled up at the shock, then turned blue and grew 
stiff. I tore the plaster off and warmed the little body next 
to my own, and, fortunately, the child soon recovered.” 
Even Mr Gandhi’s experiments in vegetarianism were 
occasional failures, for in Johannesburg the Polaks had per¬ 
mitted their household the luxury of a dog, and Mr Gandhi 
was naturally anxious that it should be fed on a strictly 
vegetarian diet. The dog grew large and strong. He was a 
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tribute to vegetarianism, and he might well have 
oited as a vegetarian trophy, if angry neighbours 
Vi called to declare that the dog which for weeks past 
'jeen raiding meat-safes was now tracked down and 
mtified as the dog which belonged to the Polak household. 
The restoration of one patient with haemorrhage and 
r®f another with appendicitis might—despite other minor 
failures—encourage anyone to distrust the “ medical morals 
_ of the West. His distrust, however, was confirmed by his 
own experience at the operating-table. A simple operation 
—deemed imperative—was ordered for an Indian boy 
twelve. The distracted parents would agree to the 
Operation only provided that it was done at home, and that 
“Mr Gandhi was actually present. But the child died on the 
operating-table, and Mr Gandhi, firmly believing that the 
surgeon had been unskilful and careless, left the house 
haunted with the conviction that he had witnessed the 
slaughter of an innocent. He became still more anxious to 
establish a house of healing on his farm at Phoenix. 

It was not to be. Bigger issues were to claim his time 
and loyalty. Ever since he was brooding over the advantages 
of Brahmacharya and attending to the needs of wounded 
Zulus, he felt that Providence was preparing him for 
some special mission. Even in his choice of hymns, when 
Christians, Hindus, Mohammedans, Parsecs and Jews met 
together for prayer at Phoenix, there was the same note of 
divine preparation. His favourite hymn, the favourite hymn 
of almost all his co-workers,, became: 


“ Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on.” 


The call for which IVIr Gandhi had been waiting came sud¬ 
denly. The Transvaal Government had decided peremptorily 
to make of no avail the voluntary registration to which Mr 
Gandhi had persuaded his fellow-Indians to submit. 
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, The Transvaal Government Gazette Extraordinary of 
22nd August 1906 announced that every Indian, male or 
■ female, above the age of eight must apply to the Registrar 
of Asiatics for a certificate of registration. The Registrar 
was to take all finger and thumb impressions. Those who 
failed to comply with the law could be fined, imprisoned, 
or even deported. The certificate of registration was^ to 
be carried on the person, so that police officers in the public 
highway might inspect it whenever they wished to do so. 
The Indian, in other words, was to receive the treatment 
accorded in England to a convict released on licence. The 
Ordinance applied alike to the mendicant and the merchant 
whose wealth might outrun the wealth of his English and 
Boer rivals. 

Leading Indians met together, under Mr Gandhi’s 
chairmanship, and resolved to hold a public meeting in 
the old Empire Theatre in Johannesburg. At that meeting, 
which every Indian in Johannesburg, almost without 
exception, attended, an old Mohammedan, Sheth Haji 
Habib, rose to declare that, in the name of God, he would 
never submit to the Ordinance. He called upon his fellow- 
Indians to make the same declaration on oath. He gave a 
lead which Mr Gandhi, after some hesitation, followed, and 
that night the famous Satyagraha oath came into existence. 
Sheth Haji Habib was as good as his word; for, when 
the Indian leaders subsequently called on the Colonial 
Secretary of the Transvaal to explain what they intended 
to do, he shouted: “ If any officer proceeds to take my 
wife’s finger-prints, I warn you I shall not be able to 
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restrain myself. I shall kill him there and then and die 
myself.” “ But,” said the Minister meekly, “ the Government 
is reconsidering the clauses that relate to women and 
he gave a personal assurance that these clauses would be 
deleted. 

The struggle was inevitable, Mr Gandhi must shape his 
weapons. The word he chose—first sadagraha, which he 
subsequently changed to satyagraha —showed that he 
intended something more definite than passive resistance, 
the favourite weapon of Dr Clifford and some of the non- 
militant suffragettes, who were diverting the attention of 
English-speaking people. Satya^ which is Truth, implies 
Love. Agraha, which is firmness, supplies the substitute 
for force. Later on Mr Gandhi coined the equivalent of 
“ Soul-Force for, he wrote, ” if we are satyagrahis and 
offer Satyagraha^ or ‘ Soul-Force,’ believing ourselves to 
be strong, two clear results follow as a matter of course. 
By fostering the ideal of strength, we grow stronger and 
stronger ourselves, so that, with the increase in our 
strength, our Satyagraha becomes more and more effective. 
Secondly, while there is little scope for love in passive 
resistance, on the other hand love has its full place in 
Satyagraha. Not only is hatred excluded, but it is a positive 
breach of the ruling principle of Satyagraha to have 
anytliing to do with violence or hate. 

” Jesus Christ has been hailed as the Prince of passive 
resisters; but I submit that in His case, passive resistance 
must mean Satyagraha . ” 

From the Transvaal Government, Mr Gandhi expected 
little sympathy. He decided to appeal direct to Whitehall. 
The days of the Sahsbury and Balfour rigime had ended at 
last, and in their place were the successors of Rosebery and 
Ripon. Lord Elgin was the Secretary of State for the 
Colqnies. Mr John Morley was the Secretary of State for 
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India. The Secrptary of State for India had saturated his 
mind in the writingvS of John Stuart Mill: so had Tej 
Bahadur Sapru, Motilal Nehru and other Indians struggling 
for wealth and fame at the Bar, John Morley had written 
studies of Rousseau and the philosophes, which young 
Indians read eagerly. Who could doubt—now that his 
colleagues wer6 wishing him success at the India Office— 
that he would help India to Parliamentary self-government, 
or that he would lend a S)mipathetic ear to the particular 
grievances of Indians in the Transvaal ? The Indians who 
at the old Empire Theatre solemnly swore before God that 
they would resist the “ Black ” Ordinance were more than 
willing to append their signatures to a written declaration; 
and, armed with this declaration, Mr Gandhi sailed for 
London, in.the company of a Mohammedan representative, 
Mr H. O. Alu 

London in 1906—w'hen dandies entertained lavishly at 
Gatti’s, when Sarah Bernhardt made spectacular appear¬ 
ances at the Coliseum and Louis Napoleon Parker was 
busily producing his historical pageants in small county 
towns—was far less grim than when Mr Gandhi first knew 
it in the year of the Queen’s Jubilee* There was more 
heartiness and less solemnity, more accessibility and less 
earnestness. No doubt, Mr Gandhi was surprised by the 
ease with which he could approach Mr Morley and Lord 
Elgin. Members of Parliament were pleased to see him. 
Mr John Redmond was affable, if non-committal. Mr 
Gandhi, for his part, did all he could to please. He walked 
through the streets with majestic ease in the familiar top- 
hat. The Edwardian period had created no distressing 
revolution in headgear; for it was only patrons of the turf 
—to whom Mr Gandhi obviously did not belong—who 
followed the example of their King and wore the Homburg 
hat. Mr Gandhi realized that the banquet was still de 
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rigueur for the inauguration of a movement, and accord¬ 
ingly he invited about a hundred guests to a luncheon. He 
could not, of course, provide them with meat or with wine. 
Nevertheless, the guests came, and they enjoyed them¬ 
selves, Occasionally shyness overcame Mr Gandhi. The 
man who cut his own hair in Johannesburg, so as to avoid 
unpleasantness with barbers whose clientele was exclusively 
European, found himself embarrassed by a solicitous 
London hairdresser, who pressed him to purchase his 
favoured hair-restorer. Unwillingly Mr Gandhi grunted 
assent. The bottle of hair-restorer cost him two pounds. 
He kept it with him, so that he might present it to Mr 
Polak on his return to South Africa, Mrs Polak poured the 
contents of the bottle down the sink. 

Within a few weeks Mr Gandhi left England, fully 
assured that Lord Elgin would disallow the “ Black " Act; 
but the information which his friends gave him on his 
arrival in Cape Town shattered his hopes. The agent of 
the Transvaal did, indeed, advise Lord Elgin to disallow the 
“ Black ” Act, and, accordingly. Lord Elgin disallowed the 
Act. A few months later, how^ever—on ist January 1907 
—the Transvaal was to receive responsible government. 
Lord Elgin, therefore, informed the Agent, that while the 
“ Black ” Act could not be countenanced so long as the 
Transvaal was a Crown Colony, it would automatically 
receive the Royal Assent if it were passed by the Transvaal^ 
Legislature after the conferment of responsible government.' 
Lord Elgin was right in law and in policy. In words 
which Gandhi was one day himself to approve, a self- 
governing State has the right tO go to the devil in its own 
way. At the time, however, Mr Gandhi argued that Lore! 
Elgin should have regarded the “Black” Act as “.an 
improper piece of legislation ”; “ it was his clear duty 
privately to have warned Sir Richard Solomon that the 
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^Transvaal couM not enact such an iniquitous law even 
after responsible government had been given.” In other 
words, Mr Gandhi did not believe in self-government 
without safeguards. 

What happened was easy to predict. On New Year’s 
Day, responsible government became an accomplished fact. 
The new Parliament was elected, and it soon met to pass 
the. Budget. Then at a single sjtting—on aist March— 
it passed the “ Black Ordinance. Except for a necessary 
alteration in the date, the new'Ordinance was a replica of 
the Ordinance which Lord Elgin had previously disallowed. 
There was no help from London now'. “ Self-government,” 
said Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman on another occasion, 
“ is better than good government.” The Act was to come 
into operation on ist July. That date, therefore, marked 
the inauguration of the Satyagraha movement. Its approval 
made the Government as well as the Indian community 
more apprehensive. But the resolution of the Indians became 
firmer, and when the few Chinese who were scattered over 
the Transvaal saw that they also, as Orientals, were subject 
to the “ Black ” Act, they joined issue with the Indians 
and became satyagrnhis as well. 

The ist of July saw pickets standing outside the permit 
office, dissuading all who would enter and register their 
names, their finger-prints and thumb-prints. It was passive 
dissuasion. If an Indian insisted upon entering, he was not 
to be held back. If he wished to observe the law and yet 
feared the taunts of his compatriots who gathered outside 
the permit offices, he could ask for a volunteer to escort 
-him to and from the registration centre. Several days 
passed, and the number of those who registered was 
exceedingly s.mall. The Government tried encouragement. 
It agreed that Indians who feared the ridicule of their 
acquaintances should register in the privacy of their own 
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homes. But these methods could not be concealed from 
the volunteers, and the names of those who registered in 
secret were faithfully published in Mr Gandhi’s newspaper, 
Indian Opfmow. When the Asiatic Department cQuld get 
ho more than five hundred to register, out of an estimated 
jpopulation of thirteen thousand Indians, it decided to ' 
make a spectacular arrest. It arrested Pandit Rama Sundara, 
an insignificant resident* of Germiston, Vho was sentenced 
to one month’s simple imprisonment. The Government 
was perplexed, and knew not how to deal with its prisoner. 
He was given a cell in the European ward. Friends had 
freedom of access to him. He ordered whatever food he 
chose. He was hailed as ^ martyr on his release and then, ' 
because even the life of a privileged prisoner can be irk¬ 
some, he fled the country. Leniency did not pay. It was 
necessary to punish the leaders; and Mr Gandhi, Mr 
Leung Quifln, the Chinese leader, and a few others were 
accordingly summoned to appear at the court in Johannes¬ 
burg to show’ why, since they had refused to register, they 
should not be ordered to leave the Transvaal. The court 
was crowded. Mr Gandhi, who had earned as ,much as 
four thousand pounds a year defending Indians in this 
very court, stood with the other accused persons in the 
dock* The magistrate gave the order to quit th6 Transvaal, 
which was, of course, disobeyed. The leaders were, there¬ 
fore, Brought to the court once more, and were promptly 
sentenced not to simple ijmprisonment, but to periods of 
hard labour. Mr Gandhi was stripped naked and then 
given the clothes of a Zulu prisoner to wear^ They were 
filthy . The number of prisoners'increased rapidly and the 
wards were soon overcrowded. It was not until there had 
been endless negotiations that the authorities allowed the 
imprisoned satyagraMs even the use of a table, pens and 
ink, apd books from the library . Mr Gandhi read an English 
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translation of the Koran, the speeches of Huxley, Carlyle’s 
biographies and Bacon’s Essays, He found that a Chinese 
Christian was anxious to learn English, and so he taught 
it him by reading well-known passages from the Bible. He 
and the Chinese Christian thought that they would like to 
attend the prison chapel, and asked for permission to do 
so. They met with a blunt refusal. The prison chapel, the 
Governor told them, was reserved exclusively for the 
white prisoners. 

Suffering was not to be avoided. In his heart Mr Gandhi 
was too proud to endure with any happiness his walk to 
the station when he was being transferred from one prison 
to another. He walked before the gaoler. He wore a prisoner’s 
garb with the convict’s arrow. He carried his luggage- 
like other “ coolies ”—on his head. Occasionally, word 
reached the outside world that his sufferings were ex¬ 
cessive, and, in a moment of sympathy. General Smuts 
sent him a couple of books on religious subjects. He 
witnessed many scenes that were abhorrent to him. There 
was one black night when he was told to sleep in award 
occupied by coarse-grained Chinese and Zulu prisoners. A 
Chinese and a Zulu made overtures to him, and because 
he would not heed them, they indulged in indecency 
regardless of his presence. Still worse were'the physical 
hardships of satyagrahis who worked side by side with him, 
breaking stones and mending roads until the blisters on 
their hands oozed and comrades fainted from exhaustion. 
It was at his bidding that they courted imprisonment and, 
again at his bidding, that they endured the prison routine. 
Yet cbuld he doubt that he was right? Mr Gandhi did his 
best to rise above the mental tortures of incarceration, and 
once, when he was taken from prison to give evidence in 
court, he asked leave to carry a book. He was manacled, 
and he was carrying the book, so the warder argue4, to 
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>conceal the h.aiidcufFs. His book vvas called 77 /^ Couvt of 
God is in the Mind. 

I'he Satyagraha movement impressed British and Boer 
; opinion. It was achieving its object. The editor of the 
Johannesburg Leader made a personal appeal to General 
ftmiits, whom he found anxious for a compromise. General 
Smuts proposed that Indians should register voluntarily 
and that, if the majority of Indians registered themselves, 
the Government would repeal the “ Black ” Act and legalize 
the voluntary registration. The editor of the Leader con- 
lerred with Indian spokesmen, who, hoM^ever, promised 
nothing until Mr Gandhi had been released from gaol. 
The editor then received General Smuts’ permission to 
see Mr Gandhi. Mr Gandhi read the General’s document. 
He suggested one alteration, which was to reassure himselT 
that the “ Black ” Act would be repealed, and announced 
that he would consider the proposals favourably. A few days 
later he was taken, while still a prisoner, to see General 
Smuts in Pretoria. General Smuts received him cordially. He 
was glad, he said, that the Indian people had remained firm 
even after the imprisonment of their leader. He promised 
to repeal the offending Act as soon as the majority had 
undergone registration, and then dismissed his visitor, 

“ Where am I to go? ” asked the prisoner, , j 
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You are free,” said General Smuts. 






J; Perhaps for the first time in his life, Mr Gandhi had 
released forces that were difficult to control. Tie had so 
inflamed the minds of his compatriots that many of them 
were in no mood for compromise and peace. Some said f 
that he had sold the community to General .Smuts for f 
fifteen thousand pounds. Where was the sense of denounc- 
ing the Government’s order to take finger-prints and 
thuipb-prints when Indians were now voluntarily to offer 







wmmm 



who wja^lHbi tm^ *1^ 


J^Q^m&ent? By no means aU ortheni^i|irCTe r^ by 
l[r Oandhi’s stetement iJiat a satyis^aki bids good-bye 
|var to fear. “ E.’ssjq if the opponent pla)^ him 


; i^iUy times, the is ready to trust ham for the 


■":p 


■fVfeatyrfirst tiaae; for an impficit trust in human nature if 


^ Pathans of tbe Transvaal remainedr 'A 
t' eonyineed, that Mr Gandhi had tricked thima. 

,2 The day arrived when offiees for voluntary registration 
’^';were (q 5 ened, ai^ Mr GancHia md oAer related pHsoners 
^ head Ae hst of voluntary re^strators. On hts 

,:; ;'lray to dae office^ however, a aumber of PaAans, headed 
.; by IV®* Alam, dealt Mr Gandhi a heavy bfew on Ae h^d ];- 
wiA cudgefe, and he fell to th® ground senseless. When he 
f refined consciousness, Joseph Doke, a Ifep^t minister, 
was kneehng dbove IwTi, 

‘ ‘ W%Ere is Mir Alam? ** he asked* 

“He has bffin ®re^d idong wiJii Ae rest.” 

, “ They must be reiig’sed.** 

Onlookers carried Mr GantHai into Mr Doke’s house. 
Hie Regfetrar of Asiatics, who had been waiting for Mr 
Gan®i to head the list, caUed to say that he would leave 
a place vjw;ant for him at the head of the list. But Mr Gandhi 
. had pledge himself to take out the first certificate, and 
" he dierefore adked for the papers to be brought into the 
Sickroom. This was done, and, while raoked wilh pain, 
Mr Gandhi made an impression of his finger-prints and 
thumb-prints. Quiet and rest were imperative. Mr Ciaaidhi 
wseuld Ke still and do nodiing. But there was just one 
tiii^uest lie wished to make. Would Mr Dcke’*s Mttle daughter 
for him Lmd, kind^ lJgkt} ^ * 


csmffict of Boer and Brit^ politics made it; difficult 
ifor GenerM Botha and General Smuts to fofiow a str^ught 
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course. For all the sympathy which the Satyagraha mo\^e- 
ment provoked, public opinion still clamoured for an 
effective system of registration. General Smuts bowed to 
the storm. The “ Black ” Act remained on the Statute 
Book. Those who had registered voluntarily were exempt 
from its operation. Others, who were old residents or new 
immigrants, were compelled to register according to the 
stipulations of the Act. The Pathans were right in their 
surmise, after all. They had suffered in vain, and the man 
who called upon them to suffer was the man who had made g 
his peace with General Smuts. There was a danger of other 
attacks upon Mr Gandhi. Friends stood close to him, as 
though to guard him from danger, and when Mr Gandhi 
journeyed to Natal, and slept in the open at Phoenix, Jack 
Moodaley, a Tamil, whom neither coloured nor white 
boxers had beaten, slept near him. The pioneer satyagrdhi 
felt safer in his company. ‘ 

- Action was imperative, if Mr Gandhi was to save the 
Satyagraha movement from complete ineffectuality. He 
therefore informed General Smuts that, unless the Asiatic 
Act was repealed in accordance with the terms, of the 
settlement, within a specified period of time, he would call 
upon members of the Indian community publicly to burn 
their certificates. General Smuts called this statement an 
ultimatum, and his words were cheered in the Legislature, 
w'hich passed the new Government Bill without a dis¬ 
sentient voice. “ The people who have offered such a 
threat to the Government,” said General-Smuts, “ have no 
idea of its power. I am sorry that some agitators are trying 
to inflame poor Indians who will be ruined if they succumb 
to their blandishments.” 

On i6th August 1908 almost every Indian in Johannes- // 
burg assembled in the grounds of the Haminia Mos^que./ 
On the platform stood aii enorifious cauldron. Certificate^ f 
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from all those present were passed up to the platform. 
Mr Gandhi rose to ask whether anyone wanted his certificate 
back. ‘Burn them! Burn them!” cried the multitude. 
Then the certificates were thrown into the catildron and 
saturated with paraffin. Flames shot up, and the whole 
audience rose to its feet. In a frenzy of excitement, Mir Alam 
rushed to the platform and confessed his sorrow for having 
hit Mr Gandhi with a cudgel. That evening the Johannes¬ 
burg correspondent of the Daily Mail cabled a message 
in which he compared the conflagration to the Boston Tea 
Party. He was more prophetic than he knew.'^^ 

Once more public opinion was sweeping General Smuts 
into an anti-Indian policy. The Indians dready resident 
in the Transvaal were troublesome enough. The chances 
were that agitation would make them still more trouble- 
;Some as time went on. It was necessary, therefore, not 
merely to restrict immigration, but to make it virtually 
impossible. The educated Indian had, it is true, to be 
treated with more consideration, and exceptions were made 
for those who could speak a European language. None the 
less, he was to be treated as a suspect; for is it not from 
the' student class that the agitator is recruited ? Gandhi 
himself was a conspicuous example of the indescribable 
folly of giving the Indian an English education. Most 
certainly the Indian immigrant who spoke English would 
be required to register and to observe the “ Black ” Act. 
1'Vith enthusiasm, therefore, the Legi.slature passed the 
Transvaal Immigrants’ Restriction Bill. With a like enthus¬ 
iasm the Indian community responded to Mr Gandhi’s 
call to offer Satyagraha to this measure in addition to the 
revision version of the “ Black ” Act. And when General 
Smuts heard what Mr Gandhi proposed to do, he lost his 
patience; the Indian leader was raising an entirely fresh 
point; his methods were simply 


“ cunning.” 
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As it happened, the new Immigrants’ Restriction Bili> 
could be easily defied. Mr Gandhi invited a Parsi youth— 
Sorabji Shapurji Adajania—to enter the Transvaal from 
Natal. Sorabji arrived at Volksrust, the frontier station, and 
promptly informed the Immigrants’ Restriction Officer of 
what he intended to do. The officer knew not how to act. 
He had no instructions from Pretoria, and no warrant for 
the arrest of Sorabji, who reached Johannesburg without 
molestation. He then informed the Police Superintendent 
of Johannesburg that he intended to remain in the Transvaal 
and defy both the new Immigration Act and the “ Black ” 
Act. The reply came in the form of a summons. He was 
defended by Mr Gandhi, who convinced the magistrate \ 
that the summons was defective. Next day, however, 
Sorabji was ordered to leave the Transvaal within a week, 
and because he disobeyed the order he was sentenced to 
one month’s imprisonment with hard labour. Very soon 
Mr Gandhi adopted a more ambitious plan. He persuaded 
a group of wealthy and influential Indian merchants in 
Natal to enter the Transvaal simultaneously. One of the 
group was Farsi Rustomji. The Parsi and his friends made 
an ostentatious entry into the Transvaal, which the Govern¬ 
ment could not ignore. They were arrested at Volksrust 
and ordered to leave the Transvaal within seven days. 
They disobeyed the order, were arrested at Pretoria and 
deported without trial. Whereupon they entered the 
Transvaal again, and were sentenced at Volksrust to three 
months’ hard labour. Embittered by what was going on, 
Joseph Royappen, a Cambridge graduate, took up a basket 
of vegetables, and was thus arrested for hawking without ; 
a licence; and even the Imam—a man who lived a life of 
fastidious ease—took to hawking in the streets and received 
a sentence of four days’ imprisonment with hard labour, s 
Deportation soon became a farce; for whenever saiya- l| 
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grahis were deported to Natal or Portuguese East Africa, 
a little trouble and expense brought them back again into 
the Transvaal. More vigorous methods were necessary. 
Before long satyagrahis were taken—it appears quite 
illegally—to a waiting boat at Durban, and then shipped 
to .Madras, where they were left to their own devices. A 
number of them w'ere African- born Indians who had never 
before seen their motherland and were thus cut off from 
their families and friends. General Smuts was bent on 
“thoroughness”; and Mr Gandhi had been sent to 
Pretoria Gaol, where, he tells us, he was confined “in a 
solitary cell reserved for.dangerous prisoners.” 
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While the Satyagraha movement followed a fitful cour.se 
of storm and calm for more than a year, General Botha and 
General Smuts were planning the Union of South Africa. 
They contended against difficult forces. General Uertzog 
wanted separation. General Botha and General Smuts were 
content with what is now knowm, almost too familiarly, as 
Dominion Status. General Botha was going to London to 
confer with Lord Grewe, the Colonial Secretary, and other 
members of the Liberal Government. The Indians decided 
that they also should send representatives to London, 
and, accordingly, Mr, Gandhi set out on his third visit to 
England. He was a celebrity notv. Suffragettes and Non¬ 
conformist divines courted his acquaintanceship. He stayed 
in a reasonably comfortable hotel and regaled a long 
procession of visitors with fruit and vegetarian dishes. 
Members of the Government, how^ever, made no pretence 
of help. South Africa was to wdn a virtual independence, ' 
and it was with the South African leaders that Mr Gandhi 
must treat. General Botha, using Lord Ampthill as his 
intermediary, did, indeed, promise to make many conces¬ 
sions to the Indian community; but the two measures 
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against which the Satyagraha movement was directed—the 
“ Black ” Act and the Immigration Act—he refused to 
repeal. Mr Gandhi’s mission w^as a failure. 

Yet, while in London, he came to know something of the 
forces that were to stir India to her depths. John Morley 
at the India Office forgot his radicalism, and yet introduced 
in India reforms that were one day to give radicalism full 
play. There were Indian anarchists in London who boasted 
openly of the activities they wished to commence in their 
own country. A struggle was coming. But, thought Mr 
Gandhi, if such a struggle is to come, why should not his 
compatriots adopt his own method of Satyagraha} Suppose 
Satyagraha was of universal application? His mind went' 
off at a tangent, as it had done during the Zulu Rebellion. 
He should have spent his time—as the Kildonan Castle 
took him southwards to Capetown—p sparing plans for a 
renewal of the struggle. Instead, he wrote Hind Swaraj, in 
which he showed how India was to gain her freedom by 
non-violent means. 

The Union of South Africa came into existence. The first 
Governor-General bore the impressive name of Gladstone, 
and Indians in South Africa might have looked for help 
from Gladstone’s son, as Indians in the mother-country 
had until recently looked for a daring leadership from 
Gladstone’s biographer. But Lord Gladstone was a model 
Governor-General, and did not interfere with the policies 
of his Ministers. 

The wives and children of imprisoned satyagrahis were 
often left stranded and destitute. There were no large 
funds at Mr Gandhi’s command. It was necessary, how¬ 
ever, to find accommodation for the penniless, and with 
the help of Hermann Kallenbach, a German who followed 
Polak and West, and threw himself into the Satyagraha 
moyement, Mr Gandhi purchased a large farm some miles 
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From Johannesburg, which he promptly called Tolstoy 
Farm. It was run on lines similar to those of Phoenix, in 
Natal. Hindu and Mohammedan, Jew and Christian lived 
side by side. It gave Mr Gandhi peculiar delight to learn 
that they were scrupulously observing each other’s fast- 
days. Yet it seems to have been a life of fast-days without 
feast-days; for Mr Gandhi forbade tea, coffee, sugar, jam 
and condiments. There was a particularly strongly worded 
prohibition against salt. Outwardly, the satyagrahis observed 
these strange monastic rules, and Mr Gandhi, hearing no 
Words of complaint, praised the young men and women 
for their love of simplicity. He did not know that they 
w'aited until he had gone to bed, and then produced their 
tuck-boxes. It was one thing to follow Mr Gandhi’s lead 
■in a political struggle, but another to take his eccentric 
ideas about food at all seriously. Preparedness for suffering 
need not degenerate into a cult of the uncomfortable. 

Mr Gandhi had not yet gone the full length of ‘his 
asceticism. One day he read that cows in Calciftta had 
been brutally ill-treated in order to procure a larger quantity 
of milk. How could he be sure that the cow whose milk he 
was drinking had not been similarly ill-treated? He dis¬ 
cussed the problem with Mr Kallenbach. In the end both 
agreed to abstain from drinking the milk of tlie cow. 
Mr Gandhi took a solemn vow, and then felt relieved. 
After all, cow’s milk had stimulated the passions. 

There were now at Tolstoy Farm a number of children, 
whom Mr Gandhi felt it his duty to educate. His eldest 
son was growing up and complaining loudly that he should 
receive the education to which his father’s birth and posi¬ 
tion entitled him. Undeniably, Mr Gandhi’s educational 
methods were far from perfect. He was not an impeccable 
disciplinarian. It is easier to offer Satyagraha —firmness 
combined with love—towards General Smuts than towards 
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an unruly schoolboy. In desperation, the preacher of non¬ 
violence once summoned Mr Polak to beat a boy. On 
another occasion he even struck a boy himself with a ruler, 
and the ordeal shook him and made him miserable. Some¬ 
times relations between the young men and women w'ere 
difficult, and when it came to his notice that a young 
woman—herself married—had seduced a boy several years 
younger than herself Mr Gandhi was inconsolable. 

“ Is there to be a baby? ” asked Mrs Polak. 

“ No, thank God! At least that much is spared me,” 

The poor girl was made to fast, to take off all her 
jewellery, to put on a garb of mourning and to crop her 
hair. Mr Gandhi fasted with her. From the boy he ex¬ 
tracted a promise that he would not marry for some years. 
And when Mr Gandhi had convinced himself that the girl 
was truly penitent, he begged Mrs Polak to see her. Mrs 
Polak was in no mood to greet a girl in the sincerity of 
whose penitence she did not believe. Moreover, she 
wondered hov/ she could commence the conversation; but 
the girl was equal to the occasion, and with her opening 
remark began a severe lecture on Mrs Polak’s weakness for 
tea-drinking. 


When General Smuts ordered the deportation of a 
number of satyagrahis to Madras, he committed himself 
to a very short-sighted policy, for their plight roused the 
pity of officials and the anger of their countrymen. Ill- 
treatment in South Africa was soon a national issue in 
India, and when Gokhale, the founder of the Servants of 
India Society, pleaded in the Legislature for the prohibition 
of further emigrations of Indian labourers under indenture, 
Lord Hardinge, the Viceroy, gladly acceded to his request. 
Then Gokhale, at Mr Gandhi’s special invitation, went 
out to South Africa, to study the problem for himself. He 
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was the first of the distinguished leaders in British India 
ever to visit South Africa, and John Morley and other 
members of Asquith’s Cabinet were anxious that he 
should have a good reception. He travelled everywhere 
in the newly established Union of South Africa, and in 
Mr Gandhi’s company. Towards the end of his tour he 
visited Pretoria, where for more than two hours he was 
closeted with General Botha and General Smuts. As he 
saw the situation, worse than the “ Black ” Act and the 
Immigration Act in the Transvaal was the PoU tax on 
indentured labourers in Natal. Upon completing his five- 
years indenture a labourer had either to pay a £3 poll tax 
or leave the country. Since, more often than not, a labourer 
could afford neither to pay the tax nor leave the country, 
he was forced to su bmit to a second period of indenture 
and so* continue to live in semi-slavery. The Union made 
it possible to consider the Indian problem in South Africa 
comprehensively, and Gokhale sailed from Durban under 
the impression that General Botha and General Smuts 
would order the repeal of the ,^3 tax within a year, as well 
as the repeal of the “ Black ’’ Act and the Immigration Act. 

Very soon, however, General Smuts discovered that the 
Europeans of Natal, already angered by India’s deter¬ 
mination to stop all new supplies of indentured labourers, 
would on no account agree to the repeal of the poll tax. 
In the new Union Legislature it was, of course, possible 
to outvote the representatives from Natal; but for the 
moment General Smuts was unwilling to run risks with 
the loyalties that were supporting the Union and giving it 
life; and the ^£3 tax, in consequence, remained in force. 

While Mr Gandhi was preparing more intensive forms 
of Satyagraha a new grievance came ready to hand. Mr 
Justice Searle, delivering a judgment with the utmost 
■impartiality in the Cape Supreme Court, declared th^it all 
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marriages in South Africa that had not been celebrated 
according to Christian rites and registered by the Registrar 
of Marriages were null and void. According to the law of 
the Union, therefore, the wives of Hindus, Mohammedans 
and Parsis were concubines. It was an absurd position, arid 
clearly Mr Gandhi should have appealed against the 
judgment, and then, if the appeal failed, he should have 
asked the Government for effective legislation. Instead, he 
wrote a vigorous letter to the Government, and in due 
course received an evasive and truly bureaucratic reply. 
The appeal, Mr Gandhi argued, could be prepared by the 
Government, or else by the Indian community, provided 
that the Government, through its Attorney-General, sided 
with it. The Government, however, was in no mood to 
yield immediately to the wild and even hysterical denuncia¬ 
tions of the Searle Judgment, and since Mr Gandhi would 
not advise an appeal without Government encouragement, 
the Indians must offer Satyagraha on behalf of down¬ 
trodden wives. These wives, however, did not lack their 
own leaders ready to court imprisonment for their cause. 
Almost immediately a large band of women satyagrahis 
set out to defy the Government. Kasturbai Gandhi 
joined them. Women who lived on Tolstoy Farm defied 
the Government by entering Natal, and women who 
lived in Phoenix defied the Government by entering the 
Transvaal. 

Both groups were arrested and imprisoned, with hard 
labour. The knowledge that women were enduring the 
same hardships as men provoked angry protests from 
India. For the first time Mr Gandhi learned how effective 
is’ the part of women in the armaments of agitation. 

Satyagraha on behalf of the inderifured labourers of 
Natal Involved an immense accession of responsibility and 
strength. Hitherto—until the Searle judgment ^—Satyagraha 
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had been offered only in the Transvaal, where the Indiaris 
were all “ free ” and few in numbers. Now the great 
majority of Indians in South Africa were to be involved. 
Miners, hearing of the imprisonment of the women satya- 
grahisy threw down their tools at Newcastle, in Natal, and 
though Mr Gandhi had not yet prepared himself for this 
form of Satyagraha^ he promptly hurried to Newcastle and 
placed himself at the head of the strikers. None of them 
were educated men. They had those personal habits and 
of the hygienic sense that had made them the butt of 
civilized White in Natal for nearly sixty years. Yet, 
ble though they w^ere to read the pages of Indian 
inion, they seemed thoroughly to understand the pliil- 
iophy of Satyagraha. They gladly accepted Mr Gandhi’s 
eadership. Mr Gandhi was without funds. But he dared 
to take this army—it was two thousand strong—across the 
border into the Transvaal. They would march by long and 
difficult stages until they reached Tolstoy Farm, and there 
they would stay until the Government ordered their arrest 
—or else repealed the ^3 tax and rendered the Searle 
judgment innocuous. . 

The story of the great march has been often told. It is 
one of the chief epics of South African history.. Weary and 
footsore, two thousand men and women arrive at the 
frontier and push past the little police cordon that was to 
ward them off. Two women take their babies with them 
on the march. One dies from exposure. The other falls 
from its mother’s arms as she is crossing a brook and is 
drowned. But the mothers console each other. One of them 
said: “ We must not pine for the dead, who will not come 
back to us for all our pining. It is the living for whom we 
must work.” Night falls. The marchers are silent and 
falling asleep. An Englislunan with a lantern in his hand 
approaches Mr Gandhi. “ I have a warrant for your arrest,” 
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he says. The leader slips noiselessly away. There are others 
to take his place. 

Few of Mr Gandhi’s friends escaped the attentions of 
the Government. Mr Polak and Mr Kallenbach were both 
arrested, and as the marchers approached the railway line 
they found several carriages drawn up for their benefit. 
They were all under arrest. They had achieved their object. 

Mr Gandhi was imprisoned in. distant Bloemfontein, 
where there were no other Indian prisoners and where he 
was not to know how the Satyagraha movement progressed. 
He may have pictured to himself other prisons in Natal 
and the Transvaal filled with the miners who had gone on 
strike. But the South African Government decided upon a 
more drastic punishment. The strikers returned to the 
mines at Newcastle as prisoners. Round the mines’ com¬ 
pounds was barbed wire. These compounds were officially 
declared to be outstations of the prisons at Dundee and 
Newcastle. The mine - owners’ European staff became 
warders. For this drastic action the Government paid 
dearly. Men of first-class ability, like C. F. Andrews and 
W. W. Pearson, gave up all they possessed to assist in the 
struggle. Lord Hardinge, in a public speech at Madras, 
denounced the action of the Government of South Africa, 
and when his speech was criticized in London he stood 
his ground. It was soon obvious that the Viceroy voiced 
all that was articulate in the public opinion of India. Against 
this opinion General Smuts was not prepared to stand, 
and he agreed to the appointment of a Special Commission. 
The Special Commission, whose verdict was known more 
or less for certain beforehand, conceded all that Mr Gandhi 
had asked. The tax was to go, and the law which made 
the Searle judgment possible was to be altered. The 
Government, accepting the verdict, incorporated the 
recoipmendations of the Commission in tlie Indians’ 
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- place vvith vtlie^ troops of Britaij;|j£tnd France on 

irh Front. They were not to bi%corative' hut 

auxiliaries. Their fight for freedom, equality and 
nocracy was to be real. Had not the Russo-Japanese 
vVar shown to all the world—a world forgetful of the 
Rajputs and Marathas—that Eastern troops are capable of 
defeating some of the finest fighters of the West.? India 
gladly followed the Viceroy’s lead, and in a momient of 
elation it accepted, almost without a murmur, a I efence 
of India Act so drastic that, if it had been prese fted to 
the Imperial Legislative Council at any other ti'me, it 
would have provoked a controversy comparable 'to the 
agitation that followed Lord Curzon’s partition of Bengal. 
But the War made Englishmen and Indians set; their 
problems in a new light* and it wns not long befi e Mr 
Asquith, the Prime Minister, declared that hencef ward 
we must approach the problems of India “ from new 
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V determined to give the country a lesson in the ethics ot 
Satyagraha, would allow^ no wilful exaggeration or dis- 
tortion of the facts to appear in the Congress Report. 
' He publicly proclaimed that General Dyer was a brave 
'''i0t0f man. And the result was a document which Mr Gandhi 
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I believed to be a faithful representation of what happened 
i at Jalianwalla Bagh: “ not a single statement in it,” he 


not a single statement 
once wrote. “ has ever been disproved.” 

Mr Ganidhi’s presence in the Punjab brought him into 
touch with the Mohammedan leaders, who were frightened 
by events. The new Amir of Afghanistan, exaggerating the 
disruptive jforces in the country, made a fruitless attempt 
to invade Jndia. The Khilafatist cause was not going well. 
Turkey had been beaten to her knees, and, though Mr 
Montagu was doing all he could to protect that country 
from the pendish animosity of Allied statesmen, there was 
no assuraiice that the honour of the Caliph would be 
upheld, 'ifhe Ali brothers turned to Mr Gandhi. Pie, at 
least, was- successful in his methods. More than once he. 
had threatei^^^d to offer ^atyagraha and the Government 
gave way- He had a long train of successes; the train of 
failures still to come. And Mr Gandhi was more than 
flattered by the attentions of the Ali brothers. He longed 
for Hindd-Moham'medan unity. In South Africa, Plindus, 

• Mohamn‘<^dans, Parsis, Chinese and Christians followed 
his leadership. Why should he not be an All-India leader ? 
And.how el.se could he become an All-India leader except 
by chatripi<^ming the cause of the Khilafatists ? He even 
profess(-d to see in the teachings of the Prophet a religion 
of nonfvi^leiice. Can self-deception go further? The Ali 
brother's were prepared to offer Satyagraha v/hen the time 
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But whereas with Gandhi Satyagraha is a weapon , ; 
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Mr Gandhi attained Hindu-Mohammedan unity by too 
short a cut. 

A month later the Indian National Congress met in full 
session at Amritsar. By that time the Montagu-Chelmsford 
reforms had passed smoothly through all the Parliamentary 
stages. The King’s Proclamation had just been published. 
“ Let those who in their eagerness for political progress., 
have broken the law in the past respect it in tlie future,” 
ran the words of the King-Emperor. “ Let jit become 
possible for those who are charged with the niaintenance 
of peaceful and orderly'government to forget the extrava¬ 
gances which they have had to curb. A new era jig opening, 
Let it begin w'ith common determination among! my people 
and my officers to work together for a common purpose. I 
therefore direct my Viceroy to exercise in my' name and 
on my behalf my Royal clemency to political offenders in 
the fullest measure which in his judgment is Compatible 
with the public safety.” Those words deeply '^pressed 
Mr Gandhi. He thought that, in the w'ords of jthe King, 
” a new era is opening,” and when he heard that Mr Tilak 
and Mr Das were to move a resolution rejecting the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, he so amende^ it that 
Congress found itself committed to working jthe new 
reforms. “ The Royal Proclamation,” he said, “ is full of 
goodwill, and it would be wrong for Congress not to have 
responded to the King’s call for co-operation. ^Ve shall 
lose nothing by beginning with co-operation and shall at 
once place the bureaucracy in the wrong.” 


Happy the man who could have steered a straight, course 
hrough the conflicting passions and grievances of political 
^ dia in 1920. It was a condition of his mpproc/jcwe/if with 
Ali brothers that Mr Gandhi should share the ^rief of 
Chilafatists if Great Britain and her Allies ii posed 
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But “ th- >vhole situation ” was not to be saved by a 
single speech. It needed more even than the voluminous 
Montagu-Chelmsford Report. If that Report was j^rogres- 
siye and—^■as it proved to be—revolutionary, there was the 
same radical trend in other parts of the world. President 
Wilson inaugurated a Philippine Autonomy Act' which 
declared that it was always the purpose of the people of 
the Unitei^ States “ to withdraw their sovereignty over the 
Philippine; Islands, and to recognize their independence, 
as soon as a stable government can be established therein.” 
Yet there were reactionary forces at work as well. The 
Revolutic' in Russia—at first proclaimed as a triumph for 
democrac was soon seen to be a triumph for Marxism 
and other doctrines with which the people of the West were 
still unfamiliar. Amanullah,.succeeding his murdered father 
as Amir of;Afghanistan, defied the old attitude of benevolent 
neutrality; towards ^’le Government of India, looked to 
Moscow itbr enc gement, and then prepared to invade 
war-weat'y I’’ .'he Government of India had some 
excuse for to perpetuate the Defence of India Act, 

which tl %rial Legislative Council had endorsed at 
the com .irent of the War. 

♦ • 4 m • ♦ 

i 

Into ie Indian turmoil came Mr Gandhi. Soon after 
he rea hed London, he attended a meeting of Indian 
residen s who were; to decide how they should respond to 
the call of war. There were some embittered students who 
wished to vote for non- co-operation. “ We were slaves and 
they were masters. How could a slave co-operate with the 
master in the hour of the latter’s need? Was it not the duty 
of the slave, seeking to be free, to make the master’s need 
his opportunity? This argument failed to appeal to me 
then, knew the difference of status between an English¬ 
man a'ld an Indian, but I did not believe that we had been 
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quite reduced to slavery, I felt then that if 





;S more the 

fault of individual British officials than of the British 
system, and that we could convert them by love. If we 
would improve our status through the help and co-operation 
of the British, it was our duty to win their help by standing 
by them in their hour of need. ... The opposing friends 
felt that this was the hour for making a bold declaration of 
the Indian demands and for improving the Indians’ status. 
I thought that England’s needs should not be t irned into 
our opportunity, and that it was more becoming and far¬ 
sighted not to press our demands while the Wir lasted,” 
Mr Gandhi had spoken in this strain at the comi! encement 
of the Boer War. And what had his reward beei, except a 
splendid opportunity for offering Satyagrahal ^iVould the 
example of India in the nevs^-war melt the hearts of her 
rulers? Or had Gandhi no definite ideas about th;s humilia¬ 
tions or the advantages of'the Brit'^’h ray? .Suppose the 
heart of England remained cold an " gid: fl^w could 
Gapdhi resist offering Satyagraha, not ^ on behalf of 
Indians, but of India? Would he suppoti. ; rland then 
patiently await his chance to vindicate afre ’’’‘%jethics of 
non-violence? Was his desire to support the ' lascd on 
considerations of realpolitik, ox on*'the con on that 
Britain was still the champion of liberty? We sx 11 never 
know. 

Once again Indians accepted the leadership of Mr ^ xandhi, 
and volunteered their services for ambulance*work. Once 
again—after the usual official delays—their offer was 
accepted. But, despite all these war activities, fate was to 
bring Mr Gandhi back to India; for a serious attack of 
pleurisy compelled him to seek a warmer climate. 

. Lord Willingdon, Governor of Bombay, hearing that Mr 
j Gandhi was on his way to India, expressed a desire lo meet 
him, and accordingly Mr Gandhi called at Gove^raent 
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* Jfouse, imiiiediately after his arrival. Lord WillingdOi 
possessed ejven then the gift of treating everyone he meets 
as though 1 e is a fellow-Etonian, and he pressed Mr Gandhi 
to come ajtid see him whenever he proposed taking any 
steps concerning the Government. Mr Gandhi readily 
promised to make his calls. “ It is my rule as a satyagralii” 
he said, “ to understand the viewpoint of the party I 
propose to deal with.” Was Satyagraha uppermost in his 
mind? 

Mr Gandhi left Bombay for-Poona, where Gokhale 
received him with open arms. Twenty years before this, 
Mr Gokhale had founded the Servants of India Society. 
He gathered round him a group of men who considered 
themselves as did Gandhi—“ practical idealists.” They 
were “ the dern type of Indian Sannyasi, who wears the 
garb of or r men, mingles with them as one of them¬ 
selves, am iward’y is the renouncer.” Mr N. M. Joshi, 

the India der, is one of the best known 

members LS of India Society. Like Gokhale 

himself, S( iembers were inclined to be agnostic, 

and they/ceiiamly did not value asceticism as an end in 
itself. Tb’ere is no doubt that Gokhale wished Mr Gandhi 

‘A 

to becofie a member! There is also no doubt that Mr 
Gandhi expected other members to welcome him gladly. 
But the members of the Servants of India Society have a 
keen code. They believed in “ service before seif ” long 
before Rotary assumed its present vast proportions, and 
the pne weakness fhey could not endure^ was personal 
notoriety. They were, in fact, uncertain whether they ought 
to agree to Mr Gandhi’s membership. Gokhale saw at once 
that Mr Gandhi’s estrangement might have unhappy 
results. If his methods were in conflict with those the 
Servants of India preferred to pursue, it was the more 
imperative for members of the’ Society to win the satyagrahis* 
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endship, Gokhale, therefore, extracted from ,Mr Gandhi 
a promise that for a period of twelve monthjs he would 
take no part in political agitation, but travel; round the 
: country and see things for himself. Before the peJiod elapsed 
-i' Gokhale would do all in his power to remove misunder¬ 
standings between Mr Gandhi a.l^;i the Servants of India. 
Within a few weeks Gokhale was dead. 

Many of Mr Gandhi’s co-workers at Phoenix and Tolstoy 
Farm had left South Africa for India, and were staying at 
Santineketan, which had already attained world-wide 
celebrity as the ashram of Dr Rabindranath Tagore. An 
exception was Hermann Kallenbach, who was now interned. 
Mr Gandhi left Poona for Santineketan,'where he seems 
to have enjoyed himself thoroughly; for botk Mr Pearson 
and Mr Andrews were reducing life at Sat- ketan to a 
simplicity it had not known before Dr T; set out on 
his voyage across America and Exrrope. 
died, it was only to be expected tl ! would go 

to Poona and represent the Soul. ers at the 

funeral. Mr Andrews accompanied . Burdwan. 

“ Do you think,” asked Mr Andrews, “ that a time will 
come for Satyagraha in India? And, if so, have ycu an idea 
when it will come? ” Perhaps Mr Gandhi wa , not the 
only man thirsting for a fresh experiment in Satyagraha \ 
and, at least, it was well that Gokhale had enjoined a year’s 
silence. 

Soon after the funeral, the Servants of India chose 
Mr Srinivasa Sastri to be their leader, and Mr Gandhi 
made a formal application to become a member. There 
were perplexities in Poona, though Mr Gandh would 
certainly have been elected on a majority vote. But Mr 
Gandhi had no wish to be elected without unanimity, and 
he withdrew his application. He had, indeed, no need to 
attach himself to a society, for the number of me^ eager 
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to dabble in Satyagraha was now formidable. They could 
form an ashram of their own, and this, after a temporary 
lodging, M, Gandhi succeeded in doing. He bought land 
on the banl s of the Sabarmati river, where he could gaze 
at the mills of Ahmedabad. He was among his fellow- 
Gujeratis once again, and conveniently near the little State 
of Porbandar. Local pride and patriotism were to help him 
when, if ever, he took his place among the leaders of 
Nationalist India., He called his ashram the Satyagraha 
Ashram. “ ts vicinity to the Sabarmati Central Jail was 
for me a sf cial attraction, as jail-going ^vas understood to 
be the norr it of satyagrahis.'' His year was almost up. 

In 1916 .ndit Ma^dan Mohan Malaviya moved a 
resolution fth perial Legislative Council for the 
abolition <• renture system. It was a resolution 

similar to one introduced by Gokhale six years 
before. Lo ardinge willingly accepted the motion. His 
Maj'esty’s overnment, he announced, would secure the 
abolition “ in due course.” But Mr Gandhi quickly detected 
that “ public opinion was solidly in favour of immediate 
abolition./Might this be a fit subject for Satyagraha^ ” 
Satyagrafia would compel the attention not only of the 
Government of India, but of the British Government as 
well. It was incidental that governments engaged in defeat¬ 
ing an enemy State by the means of war were not likely to 
study the ethics of Satyagraha at all closely. A year later 
Pandit Illalaviya asked leave to introduce a Bill for the 
immedirMe abolition of the indenture system, and this the 
new Vic roy. Lord Chelmsford, refused to give. Three years 
had passed since the world had witnessed an experiment 
in Satyagraha. It was time to give another. Mr Gandhi 
toured the country “ for an All-India agitation/’ With a 
love for the finality of an ultimatum, Mr Gandhi declared 
that, ei her the indenture system must be abolished on 
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"31st May, or the country' must offer Satyagraha. He felt 
it his duty to Jay bare his plans to the Viceroy, and asked 
for an interview, which was granted. Lord :Chelmsford 
was kindly and sympathetic. Not for the last time did a 
Viceroy and a Mahatma outbid each other in courtesies. 
Before 31st May the Government brought the emigration 
of indentured labourers to an end. Mr Gandhi claimed 
that “ potential Satyagraha hastened the end.” None the 
less, he was merely urging the Governrpent to accelerate 

: . ' t:i 

Its own programme. , k: 

A chance remark uttered at the Lucknow t^ongress in' 
1916, and then the persistent efforts of a poL «./ lly-minded 
ryot, brought Mr Gandhi to Chamnaran, at 
Hiralayas. Here the ryots, or pea- i>< cul 
subject to the tinkathia system. Tw F’jjf 
equivalent of an acre, and the tinkathia 
that the ryots should plant three out of evei_ 
with indigo. When Mr Gandhi arrived in Ct. nparan, he 
called, as an act of courtesy, upon the Comnussioner of 
the District and the secretary of the Indig') Planters 
Association, The Commissioner bullied him. Th secretary 
of the Planters Association told him he was an outsider. 
Whereupon Mr Gandhi remained in Champaran. One day ; 
he set off on an elephant to see an aggrieved ryot. A ^ 
messenger came running after him. The Police Super¬ 
intendent was presenting his compliments. The Police 
Superintendent w'as, of course, serving an orde,, on Mr 
Gandhi to quit the district, and as the offender (i mtinued 
to stay in Champaran there were court proceed igs, Mr 
Gandhi at once sent a telegram to Lord Chelmsford, and 
then worked through the night arranging for investigations; 
to continue while he w'as imprisoned. Naturally enough, 
officials began to regret the haste wdth which they had 
ordered court proceedings. They were not disposed to give 
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the pioneer of Satyagraha a spectacular arrest and sentence 
of imprisonment. The magistrate knew not what to do. 
A well-primed Government pleader asked for a postpone¬ 
ment of the case. But Mr Gandhi himself intervened and 
pleaded guilty. The magistrate postponed judgment and, 
before Mr Gandhi could appear at the court to receive 
sentence, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bihar and Orissa 
ordered thCf -ase against him to be withdrawn. Mr Gandhi 
was free to p .olong his investigations, and eventually joined 
a committet iwhich the Government had itself appointed. 
Less than a ear later the Bihar Legislative Council passed 
an Agrarian jfiill which removed the grievance of the ryots. 

Before Ion there was -an opportunity to offer Satyagraha 
in the heart ( hi.'® ’ ed Gujerat; for the rich and thickly 

populated d Kaira was suffering from a sudden 

shortage of .'here is a long-standing rule in the 

Presidency ay that, if the crop is only twenty-five 

per cent, o harvest yield, the cultivators may claim 

a year’s su, n of the revenue assessment. When the 
crop falls b wenty-five per cent, of a full harvest yield, 
it is knowv a “ four-anna ” ci*op. Mr Gandhi and his 
co-worker: :iiujerat claimed that Kaira had a “four-anna” 

crop. The* vovernmeht, on the contrary, contended that 
the crop y s above “ four annas.” There followed deputa¬ 
tions to Lord Willingdon and speeches in the Bombay 
Legislative Council. The Patel brothers, who are Gujeratis, 
came to the fore. Mr Vitalbhai Patel spoke frequently in 
the LegisS^ature. Mr Vallabhbh^i Patel put aside his lucrative 
work at the Bar. The issue epded—as probably Mr Gandhi 
wished it to end—in a nev/ Satyagraha movement. The 
richer peasantiy were to g|ve an example to the poorer 
peasantry by refusing to p the year’s revenue to the 
Governnlent. Unfortunately, the Satyagraha movement was 
not the iccess Mr Gandhi wished it to be. Among the 
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satyagrahis the number of defaulters increased rapidly, and 
Mr Gandhi sought an early opportunity to bring the move¬ 
ment to an end. Was Satyagraha, after all, an imperfect 
'Weapon? Or could it be used only when the case of the 
satyagraki was unanswerable—-the right weapon for the 
right people, only when they are undeniably in the right ? 
P'or when the Government said that the crop in Kaira was 
in excess of four annas, it happened to be s eaking from 
the book, and was sure of itself. j 

Behind the agitation in Champaran andc Kaira there 
burned at white'heat a desire to improve tie lot of the 
ryot. Mr Gandhi had seen poverty in South Africa. Here 
was the starkest poverty in his own ‘ry. , is wife could 
not forget the complaint of a peasant ® Champaran, 
who received her in her own hut. “ Lt Mr Gandhi 

records in his autobiography, “there»^ j . jnx or cup¬ 
board here containing other clothes. Th . > am wearing 

is the only one I have. How am I to wash ’ •; Mahatmaji 

to get me ,another sari, and I shall then se to bathe 
and put on clean clothes every day.” ; 

His outlook became progressively Indiai;^ " i rural. It 
was only a matter of time before he coi, v ^ truthfully 
describe himself as a “farmer and spinner.^ He made 
himself one with the ryofr. He had worn the ^rock-coat, 
the sergeant-major’s uniform, the arrowed shirt of a Zulu 
convict: now he would wear nothing but the loin-cloth, 
which is the normal attire o'i^ some hundred millions of his 
countrymen. His teeth fell otx, and he made no attempt to 
conceal the effect upon his ap\pearance. Because pride and 
the desire to look Anglicized jonce made him discard the' 
shikkar he agreed to grow it ag 'm. Because the Untouchables 
are not permitted to wear the sacred thread (iis chest 
remained bare. Concern for , the Untouchables hcreased. 
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Untouchability, he argued again and again, formed no 
tru6 part o', the Hindu religion.'. If it did, he would beg 
the Untouchables to become either Christians or Moham¬ 
medans. He invited a family of Untouchables to live in the 
Sabarmati ashram, and he watched with pity and amuse¬ 
ment the reactions of his wife and other members of 
the ashram. He was striking deep at the social roots of 
Hindustan^' He was appealing—as hitherto no politician 
had attemp d to do—to the ryots of India. I.ike Edwin 
Montagu, was resolved to disturb the “pathetic 

contentmer, of thy'Indian masses. Nor was the task so 

difficult as appeared to be. The Hindu family system, 
the village mrn^nity, with its ethical code and simple 
tice ’ e survived one invasion after 
rstem of local government is 
i the collapse of central govern- 
cal government, that prepared 
^Gandhi’s genuine identification 
once the most effective—and 
ve—spokesman of India, 
peasant constituency did not 
existence of a world - war. Mr 
tried to forget. War had not 
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newspaper controversy over secret treaties, beitween Britain 
and Italy. In view of those secret treaties, v^s it moral, 
Mr Andrews asked, to participate in a War Confierence ? Mr 
Gandhi, facing the question, assumed that participation 
could not be moral, and he therefore explained his moral 
doubts in a long letter to Lord Chelmsford. Lord Chelmsford 
was never informed of the inner secrets of the War Cabinet, 
and he knew of the secret treaties only through the news¬ 
papers. It may have seemed to him, a strange sue to raise 
in Delhi. However, he treated this mora’ ubter with 
infinite patience, begged him noii to place hib nfidence in 
newspaper reports, and invited him to raise w tever moral 
issues he liked, once the War had conhsC to i end. The,^ 
Viceregal arguments convinced, Ganc ..i, -I® attended 
the War Conference, and, u : ;i,T;;vV^f'^^^^_Hindustani 

S upported a 

resolution for intensive recruitii ; ’ 

He committed himself to reci^' 
as his word, for he was soon ton 
was hopeless. Peasants listend’/^ 
philosophy chided him for his'^ 
votary of Ahimsa; how can yoif 
Mr Gandhi was utterly miserab 
ill with dysentery. To all appear 
Mr Vallabhbhai Patel rushed f 
that the War had come to an 
showed no signs of rallying- 
his vow against drinking milk 
he must drink meat broth. The 
to show that meat broth has 4, 
of no avail. f 

The worst was over. Mr C 
so gradually, that friends feare 
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He explained to them why he had taken this strange vow. 
Mrs Gandhi overheard him. A bright idea occurred to her. 
The vow was a prohibition of the milk of the cow; not a 
prohibition of the milk of the goat. Mr Gandhi exhausted 
a whole gamut of moral doubts, and then accepted the 
suggestion.! He could drink goat’s milk, and so refrain 
from violating the letter of hi vow. Thus it was that Gandhi 
and, his go‘r.ts crept into e repertory of the world’s 
cartoonists* 


The War5was over; the words of Mazzini, “ The 

morrow of! ' tory ' irore perilous than its eve.” 

Anger and ( t 1 through India. The Govern¬ 
ment belieV aecessary to have extraordinary 

powers for . ne problems of a new period of 

reconstructij assion was appointed under the 

chairmansh, tice Rowlatt, and its Report virtu¬ 
al’/ recomi; e continuation in peace-time of the 

f fence O’ et, which the Imperial Legislative 

Council h ied only because the glamour of w'ar 

was nove? ;ause Lord Hardinge, the Viceroy, 

enjoyed gh 1 popularity. Its continuation in peace¬ 
time was latter; Congressmen and Moderates 

j,pined in^ ■ Jig the Rowlatt Report. Mr Gandhi 

read the 1 'decided to get well quickly. Here was 

material ei - ’another Satyagraha movement. 

The C '■ was determined to incorporate the 

recomme: :■ .< f the RpWlatt Report in a Bill. All 
the polit h/ ■ / floeVd/to Delhi to hear the Indian 
memberf ■- the Bill,m the Imperial Legislative 
Council.' ■ dhi entered the Imperial Legislative 
Council St and on’.' time. From the gallery he 

saw Lo* "Iford listen entranced to the eloquent 

words ( ■' “ri, who, iL Mr Gandhi had joined the 
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Servants of India Society, would have been his leader and 
political guru. Lord Chelmsford was deeply impressed. 
But nothing that Mr Sastri said would influence the 
decision already made by the Viceroy, the Viceregal 
advisers, the Secretary of State, the India Office and the 
Cabinet, Lord Morley himself denied that ttfe Imperial 
Legislative Council was a p; -liamentary body). “ If,” he 
said in the House of Lords di g a debate on. he Morley- 
Minto reforms, “ it could 
reforms led directly or indirt^ 
parliamentary system in In; 
nothing at all to do with K 
Gandhi were listening to ex 
against an accomplished fact. B? 

Legislative Council were numb 
rise the Chamber of Princes, the 
Legislative Assembly. The Monta, 
for all their faults, were to give India 
of government. 

Mr Gandhi was now free to comrn 
zxict oi Satyagraha. He formed a spec 
in Bombay, and called upon the peo 
Satyagraha against the Rowlatt Acts, 
laws as a Committee to be hereafter 
fit.” Mrs Annie Besant could not seel 
Satyagraha against laws which a non. 
might think harmful or immoral. Othe 
point of offering Satyagraha y: all. At. 
his accession to political povier, x^r C 
a wedge between Moderates aijd Extrer 
question of time before the IN^oderates 
Congress Party and formed th National. 

Mr Gandhi unwittingly expellpd some 0 
in the country. He was to pay dearly for^ 
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But how was Satyagraha to be offered? In a dream, an 
idea came t(? Mr Gandhi. He would call upon the country 
to observe a general hartal. On 30th March all shops and 
places of business were to be closed as a sign of mourning. 
“ Satyagraha is a process of self-purification, and ours is 
a sacred fight, and it seems to me to be in the fitness of 
things that it should be commenced with an act of self? 
purification.” Later on, he changed the date of the hartal 
from 30th March to 6th April, and his colleagues forgot 
to let the leaders in Delhi know the change of date. Delhi 
consequently observed the hartal on 3®^^ IMarch. There 
were serious clashes with the police, and India was to learn 
in advance that a hartal observed by satyagrahis could end 
in bloodshed. 

On 6th April, Mr Gandhi was in Bombay surrounded 
by some thousands of satyagrahis. The G overnment had 
proscribed Hind Swaraj as well as ^rmday^y which was 
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Mr Gandhi’s Gujerati translation of Ruskin’s ^ 


Last/Mr Gandhi, therefore, defied the law by selling 
^les of these books to individuals in the crowd. He 




lea"rned afterwards that the books he was selling were a '■-.J 
reprint. The Government proscribed the books, but not 
the reprint. So Mr Gandhi had not broken the law after 
all, and all the satyagrahis were disappointed; for it 
seldom that a wag finds employment for his talents in the 
legal departments of the Government of India. - 

Next day Mr Gandhi set o 0 for Delhi. He had heard 
riots in Delhi, Amritsar, and other parts of the Punjab, 
and he wanted to examine conditions for himself, Mean-;^*^: 
while Sir Michael O’Dwyf^r, Lieutenant-Governor of th« ■ """"" 

Punjab, was determined that Mr Gandhi should not ente 
the Punjab. Before the tr in reached Palwal station, 
policeman served Mr Gand with a written order not t 
enter the Puryab. Mr Gana y; on principle, stayed wher,^^^^ 
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he was. The train came into the station, iincl. Mr Gandhi/ 
/ ' once placed in the custody of the police, bundled' 

;i’ W/ 1] ' a third-class carriage, confined in the police barracks; 

at IVluttia, and later taken in a goods train as far as Sawa 
IVIadhupui, where a superb Inspector of Police invited! 
him to entei his first-class carriage, in a train going south- ! , 
Kfe; j wards to Bombay. 'Ihe Inspector of Police praised the 






virtues of Sir Michael O’Dwyer; but, unhappily, 


Mr, 


.... - v 

Gandhi’s answers are not recorded. He urged Mr Gandhi'' ■ 
, j. Punjab and obey the order, Mr Gandhi refused. , * 


^ Inspector of Police, regretfully, the lawl: 


r. have to be enforced. “ But what are you going to do 

Mi; fo me.?” The Inspector did not know; and the train 




coast before he could find anyone to relieve; 
v5. him, and act as Mr Gandhi’s warder. ■ 

.. The news of his arrest, however, created havoc in the 




bazars of Bombay, Ahmedabad and Amritsar. Casualties 


‘ To. ^*^unttd up. There had been no ahttusa^ no non-violence. 




plj.-; \;fl Gandhi had made his “ Himalayan miscalculation.” Fie 


confessed his error and called off the Satyagraha 
S might retract Satyagraha, but he covild 

consequences of violence; for within a few 
the abysmal tragedy of Jalianwalla Badi 
Fifteen hundred people lay dead and wounded, shot 
hy the order-s^of an English general. It took time before 
^disseminated throughout the country. They 
:.^|||iii'.'^:caased. consternation in E^lhi and Whitehall, and the 
Committee was apj^ointed to make an. inquiry. 
;.,..l’he Congress likewise wished^ to make an inquiry, and it 

K i ' ppointed Mr Gandhi and olhers on its com’nittee. In 
.tj;. of time. Lord Chelmsford permitted Mr Gandhi to 
pter the Punjab, and the Cof./gress inquiry began. It was 
y' ihicult to discover the trg . There was a nation-wide 




ysteria. Reports were grosz y; exaggerated. Mr Gandhi. 







n 


WUlSTtf/ 



■■ 


War on an Eastern Front 

Very different were the word’ ' 

/ 



V'" 


tew /earo ; . .orehand by Lo^rd Motley. “ The C 


. ji’ .' 




'W.-y 




-\t 


Canada s Constitution,” he safd, ‘‘would nc\) 
actual conditions of the historical, cultural a’ 
logical climate of India.” And now Lord ? 

contributions to Liberal politics fell far short c- 
tributions Radical literature, was driven by jf*'''tict' O’ 
of the War into political retirement. W^as it not, ' 
clear that the War was being pursu^ by ,the 
Liberals of England ? ■ \ 

But enthusiasm was soon to wane. Wh^ coul ^ ' 

the slow and monotonous course of a war on"^.fr<^ - 

than six thousand miles from Delhi? The Etna 
barded Madras, and for a few anxious days Bomba^^ > 
to hear the roar of the Emden's guns; but, all thi ' 
sidered, belligerent Bombay was as safe as neut’ ^ 
York. Then Germany’s brilliant diplomacy succe 
early ISiovember, in bringing Turkey into open w^ar with" 
the Allies. Such a war strained to the uttermost the loyalty 
of Mohammedan India. The unsophisticated Moham¬ 
medan could not distinguish between the temporal powers 
of the Sultan and the spiritual office of the Caliph. It was 
as difficult for him to take up arms against the Sultan as it 
was dif&ult, before the accession of King Victor Emanuel, 
for a g pd Catholic to participate in Italian politics; and 
when p|e Sharif of Mecca openly rebelled against the 
Caliph England appeared to aid and abet impiety. Further¬ 
more, War with Turkey heralded the Mesopotamia’* 
campai n. 

For^ more than eighteen months the Mesopotamian 
campaign was the toy of the Government of India, and it 
was no until early in 1916 that the War Office assumed 
contrc pf the operations. Stories of unnecessary hardships 
and h -rors, and of the accumulation of blunder upon 
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the Himalayas.” “ Bombay, Calcutta, 
'•‘'/f' ./ere all cognizant of what was going on: Simla 


^'*'t , ‘ f’"' hi ^Jlone/’^ere unmoved. 


going 

The Government of 




\\ 


‘' 'Av ‘i 
> •; Y' 


• . ciiY^our; anu uiut* it wa^ witix ov^-inv. w--— 

the Mesopotamia minority report, 
y Mr Josiah C. Wedgwood, which said: ‘‘ . ., ■ we 
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^-v^j^diireaucracy which, in this War, uncontrolled by public 
opinion, has failed to rise to British standards.” The 
: jy Mesopotamia Report involved the resignation of Mr Austen 
Chamberlain, Secretary of State for India. In his place 
reigned Edwin Samuel Montagu. 

Mr Montagu, Under-Secretary at the India Office during 
the Morley regime, insisted upon going out to lydia and 
conferring with Lord Chelmsford, the new /iceioy, 
and the Indian leaders. The visit was not wl coined, / 

and officials in Simla were puzzled to know whc ler the / , ; 
Secretary of State, who gave orders to the Viceroy/, could 
claim precedence over him. Mr Montagu was anxio -.s to do 
big and spectacular things. He enjoyed being garla; ded by _ 

an extremist like Tilak, and when Mrs Annie Besan .,invited ' , 

him to attend a session of the Indian National Congress ||. 
he longed to “ dash down to the Congress and mal^l them ' 

a great oration; it might save the whole situation.”^, i 
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"^harsh terms 'of peace upon a country which, when all was 
I f said and doine, had been beaten in war. By the middle of 
. May those Ipeace terms were known. Mr Lloyd George 
had broken jj his pledges to the Mohammedan leaders of 
-India. Wer^^the statesmen of England no more trustworthy 
than the sitatesmen of South Africa before the War? 
Mr Gandhi ; met the leaders at the Moslem Conference of 
Allahabad, j There the Mohammedans of India ratified 
‘ Mr Gandhifs resolution for a campaign of non-co-operation. 

; ; Yet, in a riaoment of triumph, Mr Gandhi hesitated. He 
I wrote to the Viceroy: “The only course open to me is 
either in c, ;spair to sever all connection with British rule, 
or, if I stir retain faith in the inherent superiority of the/ 
. British Co stitution, to adopt such means as will rectify 
the wrong [done, and thus restore confidence I have not 
lost faith m the superiority of the British Constitution, and 
h is because I believe in it, that I have advised my‘Moslem 
%ends to|withdraw their support from Your ExceUency’s 
^-Jovernro&t, and advised the Hindus to join them.” 
i; None t^e less, loss of faith in the superiority of the 
'P’-’‘'‘sh Cjbnstitution was to come almost immediately. The 
Hunte^lOontm^ission issued its Report. General Dyer was 
censure'. jj hjg v/as considered no longer fit for service in 
India. '^ |iat Reporh-came at a time wheii relations between 
Englishi||en and Indians were strained almost to breaking- 
point. Michael O’Dwyer gallantly defended General 
Dyer. G ,neral Dyer was a man of unusual sympathies, but 
in the r 'nner of defending him*' ' 
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support of the dead and dying at Jalianwalla Wgh; and a 
great Bombay editor who held that General lj)yer was in 
;? the WTong braved the threats of social ostracism. Thcj 
Hunter Report created a storm in England. The House of: 
Lords rejected the Government’s declaration. \The House 
of Commons only narrowly accepted it. Parliamentary 
speeches were verbatim in the Indian |’ress. Some- 

of the Parliamentary voices suggested that E^igland was 
ready to sing her hymns of hate. The good |impression 
created by the King’s proclamation was completely de^ 
stroyed. The oldest English newspaper openedja fund for 
General Dyer, to which the Conservative pub= b liberally 
contributed. Mr Gandhi lost his sense of proportion. So 
doing, he lost his usual sense of humour and hi hold upon 
the inner'meaning oi Satyagraha. In the Congj-ess Report 
on jalianwalla Bagh he never asked that General Pyer 
should be punished. He was willing to nurse Gehjeral Dyer' 
he onC^ said, if he became ill. In a happier moot: he naigh^ 
have contributed himself to the Dyer Fund, jusi. as Pusef 
wanted to contribute tb the funds for the erectiipii of th^ 
Martyrs’ iViemorial at Oxfor<h But the mind of Ijudia waS 
grim and embittered, and ft coioured all of Mr ||V'*^dhi s 
actions. He would havenothing more to do witt^^^^A^^^^ ^ 
Government. “ Itds better to die in the way of than 
to live in the way. of Satan.,Therefore, whoever satisfied 
that this Government represents the activity of ^|^tan has 
no choice left to him but to dissociate himsegf frog ' d^* 
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the peopk. For Ha^op^ than thirty years'hfe 
incited hatred fot" die Government; He' 

■ once sentenced to a term of six y®rs’ imptisqnment. 
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" His methocf' of prop^anda did noc do him cretfe. 

For Jiira the ; ^nd justified the rni^aiis—-rnieians which the 
Britfeh rul^ class judged tp ho contemptfcle—and the 
end was 'Thwe w^s Lala Lajpat Rai, who, during 

the Morley-^hhto day^, aeeused of enticing soldiers 
ft'om then- military dudes* was tried for serMtion and 
eventually Ucqertted- Above all* there was Pandit Motiial 
Nehru, proudest and ablest of all the Kashmiri Brahmas. 
Motiial Nahm* an accomplished trasEeBer, thoroughly con¬ 
versant with the literature of India, Persia and Europe, 
earned at the Allahabad Bar an kicome in excess of the 
prmaily ncome earned by his cousin, ffir Tq Bahadur 
Sapru. H mt^ained with a regal magnificence, and bis 
'>en to all comers. Many were the Englii^men 
‘s kvish, hospitality. Confident alike c# 
r ’•ity, he was persuaded to annk ^ 
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of Satan”? Where was’the lpgie{'ip the 
if 6 ‘man who openly adniired the Royal Prp^am^- . 

• ptessecl himself ready to work the Moptagui^ 

- reforms ? A woman might plead that jsheA^VaA' 
f intuition rather than her reasoning facilities: , 
feel that England was dhsinGere. A bipghapher 
in Mr Gandhi’s antecedents the preparation'for. 
aide of mistrust; but even, this discovery does 
e an exhaustive explanation. There lurked the 
lower. Once again we see the resemblance to 
Planning renounced everything—except power, 
power which he so eagerly coveted made him 
refused the post of Sub-Almoner—^an office that 
Randall Davidson to the Archbishuprie of 
y. He struggled with tortuous diplomacy to gain {{S 
oishopric of Westminster, but when the chance 
lim to compete—however unsuccessfully—-for the ’ { 
a he turned aside. If Air Gandhi did not love 
least he needed it. The mere holding of high 
not impressed him. He has cheerfully watched 
an of smaller men to the Presidency of the Indian 
' Congress; but to accept a position from which 
not impose his own political ethics and his own 
of moral warfare would be to betray the light 
him. When he satisfaction at the 
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Montagu-Chelnp.sford reforms—and they W; 
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revolutionary than either British or Indian op ^ 
at the time—he was numbering himself among' 
ti . iC would have become not merely a right 

' a leader of the past. It was not to be bor 
"Gandhi accepted at last the responsibilities of a f; 
politician. Dr Rabindranath Tagore, still voya 
Europe and pleading for a synthesis between tb 
the East and the West, heard of Mr Gandhi’s nt 
ship of swaraj, and expressed regret. But for Mr'’ 
had been no violation of principle. “ To see l 
and all-pervading Spirit of Truth face to fac<^; ^ 
closing words of his autobiography—" one m 
to love the meanest of creation as oneself. And' 
aspires after that cannot alford to keep out of 
life. That is why my devotion to Truth has dra 
the field of politics; and I can say without tl' 
hesitation, and yet in all humility, that those w[ 
religion has nothing to do with politics do not > 
religion means.• ikCt; 

It followed, therefore, that the new politician 
swallow up the old Ruskinian. As Mr Gandhi ‘ 
through the grounds of the ashram, and gazed 
sluggis|\ waters of the Sabarmati river to the se^ % 
of mill-chimneys in Ahmedabad, he felt streng - 
the resolve to replace machine-made goods by I f 
goods. “ Dark satanic mills ” had menaced En‘ 
America for more than a century, and, aim 
his own lifetime, they had begun to appear in 
Ahmedabad, Cawnpore and Lucknow. The plig 
industrial worker, Mr Gandhi readily believed, \ 
and degrading. Patriots called for a boycott of forei 
they sought, in particular, a boycott of British ck 
it was not fair that India .should export millions i 
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IpuV'sue the Truth, whether it was beautiful or not. Though si^: 
'■/.s. ' ' heVWldom used the language of the Gospels, it was his 
/ ’ resblve to establish kingdo.tn of righteousness; albeit a ’ 
W s igdom with fixed geographical frontiers, and if he found 


at the poet stood in the way of this kingdom he could 
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■ ^ eclare, like Plato, an artist in spite of himself, that there 
was no accommodation for the poet in the Republic. The 
k way of Truth is hard and harsh, and if Mr Gandhi preached, 
‘(y . a stern gospel, so also did the conquering Galilean. Here 
;: was a challenge to which no one could remain indifferent, 
y Those who accepted the Brahman ideal of fulfilment 
rebelled with all their heart and mind. There come a time 
in the lives of Ruskin and Tolstoy, as in the life of Plato, 
when the artist parted company with the moraf-it. Mr 
Gandhi is a moralist pure and simple. What were pvrga- 
torial flames to Mr Gandhi were to others the annihilati g 
flames of an inferno. The bonfires of Smithfield consum 
men’s bodies and saved their souls unto the life everlasti 
The bonfires of Bombay consumed men’s possessions om. 
to make them worthier of a khaddar civilization. It was as 








1 ; 


though the Grand Inquisitor embraced Satyagraha, but 
_T , „ ,,4. 4V... illiiTY,! no-Vinn nf tlif* fttakp. PoveTtV of 



could not forgo the illumination of the stake. Poverty of 


dress was to become poverty of spirit. When Mr Gandhi 
called upon the Indians of the Transvaal to cast their cer¬ 
tificates into a cauldron filled with paraffin, the Johannesburg 
correspondent of the Daily Mail compared the incident 
to the Boston Tea Party. But there was to be no parallel to 
the bonfires of Bombay, until Mayor Thompson of Chicago 
ordered the destruction of books written by Englishmen. 
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In April 1921, Lord Chelmsford bequeathed the responsi- 
F^bilities of viceregal office to Lord Reading. Lord Chief 
Justice and .Ambassador Extraordinary in Washington, 
Lord Reading was peculiarly fitted for his great task. India 
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■'■'thP' f OFotfa’^f Amb'asga ati' t 

liC' belfiii&d, to tlve sarsjjr'ra'ce \-- 
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.^it'edHissentoigainst tlie appcmi:>|:i:;p'fbt ;i'')’etv^E8l^ 

‘ '^ef"tiben Mr iad.sfonc ' .; j; poin’fe^ i , Rora'an" if jC>atli:Mi|^! .■' I 
Lord Ripon, it was; to cost hi iO i ;ku1;R thousands'of flfsib ',' 

conformist votes. N the comparative lack of protests erlT ?: 
courag'^t Avhose Congress membership embraced :. | 

all tliC njinorities of India. . ' ' , .f 

And then, by his ovn act,, I..roct Reading destr0^ed^::d^ 
vantage , an ..iinciiioi uii\- h;..d given t-hii. Ran me. Coitrl ? 
•pular' xfi" iR'ifRo-lneUat! t.c'.vspapers.; *' fjis Excelleh'cR^'^i 
,.tterided divine service at rnrala tliis in()rn',ng.” The notice*' ' 
fipgieared again ;ind ag.iin. So Christianity was the official | 
■r('ligion of tiie official ciasse.s of India, whether they were ' 
jcM" or Gentile. Indiavdocff not readily forgive religious ' 
accornmodatiGm^;;|tp;y;y||[ 

-In diK course' LorcT Reading received Mr Gandidj and 
corhplained that the speceVA^s avid acdor,-:; ot the Ah 
brothers were not es.rclly C()nAluc.ive ny oc n --iiAt iic.-:, This 
Ah- Ga’idhi deiiU'-.i, ■.■'v.i whi..,:'? L.ordi.K.fcadi';.'' confronted 
one:- V ■■■ ;> ;■«.;•>:< R. yoouvl fronh the cr-cf ches of the 

:fyuo:..R , vh ■ ■• 3.':iu''f •■.<;■, eJ in,it, uhatever threats 
A < )' ■(.• ■••■■• 'v .r.'tHoricalc Whereupon 

A.’'\Vi.ta .'Vl-ti'antn'C,!; •' ii^ ai .vfj‘ riaodhi’s biddihg, publicly 
gave'o';.'. '.(;•)'.1 ;■' diicetiy uor indirecidy to advocate 

violence- at (.ir.'.-;-,,: vr in the future, nor create an atmps- 
piicre of iprcpatcdncss for violence, as. lonu as we ate 



Towards Civil Disobedience 

associated with the movement of non-violent non-co- 
operation.” The Government was, therefore, compelled 
to drop the project of arresting the Maulana, and the 
Viceregal attempt to drive a wedge between the Mahatma 
and the Ali brothers failed. Hitherto, Mr Gandhi had been 
marching serenely towards the goal of swaraj within a 
year. He found people responsive to his protests against 
the sale of liquor and opium. Picketing a liquor-shop proved 
to l;)e a successful means of courting imprisonment. He 
appeared, not without success, to the Parsi community, who 
were still the commercial backbone of the City of Bombay. 
He summoned the first Conference of Untouchables 
at Ahmedabad, and made it clear that his kingdom of 
righteousness would not come to pass until the stigma 
of Untouchability had been erased from the creed of every 
practising Hindu. 

But the destiny of India was not his to control. Strong 
and primitive elements were at war. Riots broke out in 
unsuspected places. The Akalis became satyagrahis against 
the Mohants, and later satyagrahis against the Government, 
because the Government, for excellent reasons, had sided 
with the Mohants. Yet the Sikh dispute between Akali and 
Mohant had nothing to do with Mr Gandhi, and nothing 
to do with szoaraj. While Mr Gandhi was busily burning 
foreign cloth in Bombay, the Khilafatists met at Karachi, 
and called upon good Mohammedans to refuse to submit 
to military service. Such a resolution, the authorities 
believed, would lead not to non-violence, but to a second 
Mutiny. The response was a revolt of the Moplahs in 
Malabar, who inflicted the most brutal tortures upon their 
Hindu neighbours. The Government replied by arresting 
the two Ali brothers and sentencing them both to terms 
of two years’ imprisonment. From a sense of loyalty to his 
colleagues, Mr Gandhi promptly signed the Karachi 
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The Tragedy of Gandhi ^ 

resolution himself, and Congjress was ready to move from 
non-co-operation to civil disobedience. But again Mr 
Gandhi held the Congress back. With the details of the 
Moplah revolt before him, how could he believe that India 
was ripe for the practice of civil disobedience? It must first 
learn the ethics of non-violence. Congress must explicitly 
disavow all revolutionary tendencies. 

It was early November. Within two months the all- 
comniunities’ struggle for szoaraj should end. Time and 
the Government were against Mr Gandhi. His lieutenants 
urged him to commence civil disobedience. Then, pressed 
by the general committee of the Congress which met in 
Delhi, Mir Gandhi agreed that each province should, on 
its own responsibility, commence civil disobedience. The 
front trench in the civil disobedience manoeuvre would be 
the non-payment of taxes. But those who practised civil 
disobedience were first to prove themselves loyal supporters 
of the Swadeshi and khaddar programme. They must take; 
a solemn vow to remain non-violent. Only then did Mr 
Gandhi give civil disobedience his blessing. j 

A fortnight later the Prince of Wales landed in Bombay. 
There was scarcely an Englishman in India who believed 
that the Prince should have made this tour. The reception 
given to the Duke of Connaught, while emphasizing the i 
popularity and strength of the non-co-operation mor^ement, 
provoked the resentment of the European community. 
Throughout the year relations between Indians and , 
Englishmen were far from happy. The Prince enjoyed in 
England and in the Dominions an unrivalled popularity. 
But what assurance was there that his popularity would 
extend to India? The King, however, in his Royal Pro¬ 
clamation had promised that his son should visit India 
within the year, and the Proclamation was now nearly two , 
years old. Was there to be a Royal example of broken , 
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|jromises? The Court would fulfil its obligations, and risk 
the consequences. It so happened that the Prince’s arrival 
was marked by extensive riots in the city. Angered by the 
wealthy merchants and officials who greeted the Prince, 
as though the Congress order for a hartal w'as an un¬ 
pardonable interference, hooligans raided their homes and 
property, and more than fifty people were killed. Mr Gandhi 
was dismayed by what had happened. He rushed to the 
scene of rioting. The rioters cheered, and he commanded 
them to be silent. It was not in this manner that he wished 
a hartal to be observed. Clearly, the country was not ripe 
for civil disobedience. He sent out one appeal after another 
explaining his sorrow for the happenings in Bombay. 
Then he withdrew his sanction of the order inviting the 
Provinces to commence civil disobedience on their own 
responsibility. As a mark of his error and repentance, he 
imposed upon himself a weekly fast and day of silence. 
With a heavy heart, Mr Gandhi left Bombay for the 
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full session at Ahmedabad at Christmas. Three weeks 
before this, the Irish rebels had concluded their Treaty 
with the British Government. Less than six years had 
passed since the Easter Rebellion in Dublin; less than 
three since Eamon de Valera first proclaimed the Irish 
Republic. Four million Irishmen—in practice, a handful 
of Irishmen—-humbled a great nation and empire. The 
methods of violence and guerrilla warfare were amazingly 
successful. Younger Congressmen resolved to advocate 
violence at the Ahmedabad Congress. Of what use, they 
asked, was a man who authorized civil disobedience and 
then, because of a mere riot in Bombay, withdrew his 
sanction? 

1^1. Yet again Mr Gandhi was able- to dominate Congress, 
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which he witnessed during the . Bombay riots “ stunk in 
his nostrils.” None the less, he was ready to prepare a 
fresh policy of mass civil disobedience, and he called upon 
every Indian to join the National Volunteer Corps and 
court arrest. The applause with which these words were 
received caused Maulaha Hasrat Mohani to urge a change 
in the Congress creed. Already the Moslem League had 
voted for a Republic. Maulana Hasrat Mohani, therefore, 
rose to propose that Congress should fight officially for 
the establishment of the United States of India, inde¬ 
pendent and republic. And yet again Mr Gandhi declared 
himself ready to maintain the British connection. What he 
wanted, he said, was a Round Table Conference between 
the Government and the Congress; only it must be “ a 
real Conference, where only equals are to sit and there is 
not a single beggar.” The young Congressmen introduced 
their motion approving of violence, which they failed to 
carry, and when the delegates dispersed they left Mr 
Gandhi as the virtual dictator of his party. On Christmas 
Eve the Prince of Wales entered Calcutta. The local 
Congressmen proclaimed a hartal, and the Prince drove^ 
through almost completely deserted streets. P 

Prisons were filling rapidly. The strength of non- 
co-operation, the authorities learned, could be gauged by 
the number of men and women willing to go to prison, 
“ You cannot indict a nation,” cried Edmund Burke. “ You 
cannot imprison a nation,” proclaimed the Congressmen. 
Sooner or later, imprisonments w'ould reach their saturation- 
point. They would reach it, in all probability, when Mr 
Gandhi overcame his fears and started a policy of active ’ 
civil disobedience. He prepared his plans. He decided to 
make the preliminary experiment in a particular locality, 
and that locality happened to be Bardoli, one of the richest 
districts of Gujerat. The people of Bardoli would pay no 
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taxes. They would defy Government on all occasions, and 
yet remain entirely non-violent. If the Bardoli experiment 
succeeded, other districts would follow its example. On 
9th February, therefore, Mr Gandhi sent a letter to the 
harassed Viceroy, giving full details of what he intended 
to do. Lord Reading was allowed seven days within w'hich 
to change the policy of the Government. It was another 
Gandhi “ ultimatum ” of the type that used to exasperate 
General Smuts. The Viceroy said nothing. He w'aited for, 
Mr Gandhi to carry out his threat. 

But before the seven days w^ere up, an angry mob at 
Chauri-Chaura pursued a band of constables to the police 
barracks, set the police barracks on fire, and then burned 
the besieged policemen. The details of the riot were terrible, 
and though the cjuarrel between the mob and the police 
was certainly not manufactured by the volunteers of the 
Congress, Mr Gandhi felt himself responsible for what 
had happened. He told his Working Committee, already 
assembled at Bardoli, that he would have to call off the 
Civil Disobedience movement. It was not without difficulty 
that he won the Working Committee to his point of view. 
“ I know,” he declared, “ that the drastic reversal of 
practically the whole of the aggressive programme may 
be politically unsound, but there is no doubt that it is 
religiously sound. The country will have gained by my 
humiliation and confession of error. . , . For confession of 
error is like a broom that sweeps away dirt and leaves the 
surface cleaner and brighter. I feel stronger for my con¬ 
fession. . . . The tragedy of Chauri-Chaura is really the 
index-finger.' It shows the way India may easily go if 
drastic precautions be not taken. If we are not to evolve 
violence out of non-violence, it is quite clear that we must 
hastily retrace our steps and re-establish an atmosphere of 
peace, and not think of starting mass civil disobedience 
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until we are sure of peace being retained. . . . Let the 
opponent glory in our humiliation and so-called defeat. It 
is better to be charged with cowardice than to be guilty of 
denial of our oath and sin against God.” And Mr Gandhi 
prepared himself for a long penitential fast. 

Disapproval in the Working Committee found stronger, 
expression among the rank and file. For the second tiracj 
Mr Gandhi had prepared followers for civil disobedience 
and then called off the movement. Was he .shirking issues ? 
India is a land of rioting. Did he expect an era of peace? 
Did he believe that love would move the hearts of penniless 
criminals in the Indian cities? Were the Bombay riots and 
Chauri-Chaura barefaced excuses? Young men argued 
that they were. The apostle oi.Sdtyagraha was a vain leader 
after all. Mr Gandhi divined the course of feeling directed 
against him. “ Let us be truthful,” he insisted. “If it is 
by force that we wish to gain swaraj, let us drop non¬ 
violence, and offer such violence as we may. It would be 
a manly, honest and sober attitude, and no one can then 
accuse us of the terrible charge of hypocrisy. If, in spite of« 
all my warning, the majority did not believe in our goal, 
although they accepted it without a single material change, 
I would ask them to realize their responsibility. They arC: 
not bound to rush to civil disobedience, but to settle down ; 
to the quiet work of construction. If we do not take care, 
we are likely to be drowmed in the waters whose depths 
we do not ^now.-. . . Those who do not believe in the 
creed should surely retire from the Congress,” But words 
are seldom so effective as gesture. The young men were 
unmoved. Mr Gandhi’s influence began to wane. Then 
dhe Government came to the rescue. On the night of 
loth March the police arrived at the Sabarmati ashram. 
Mr Gandhi was placed under arrest. 
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The mean and dusty streets of Ahmedabad seethed with 
excitement. Journalists from all pafts of India crowded 
into the few hotels the city provided. .Long before the 
accused left the Sabarmati Gaol, the little court of the 
Sessions Judge was filled. When at last the accused 
entered, the whole Court rose. The Advocate-General 
indicted the accused on statements contained in various 
articles. He has written of a “ fight to the finish. We want 
swaraj‘, we want the Government to yield to popular will. 
We ask for no quarter and expect none.” The accused has 
“ preached disaffection towards the Government and has 
openly instigated others to overthrow it.” 

The accused pleaded guilty. He asked permission , to 
spealc. “ I wanted to avoid violence. I want to avoid 
violence. Non-violence is the first article of my creed. 
It is also the last article of my creed. But I had to make 
my choice. I had either to submit to a system which I 
considered had done an irreparable harm to my country, 
or incur the risk of the mad fury of my people bursting 
forth, when they understood the truth from my lips. I 
know that my people have sometimes gone mad. I am 
deeply sorry for it, and I am therefore here to submit, not 
to a light penalty, but to the highest penalty. . . , The 
only course open to you. Judge, is either to resign your 
post, or inflict on me the severest penalty.” 

Whereupon the Judge acknowledged that the accused’s 
plea of guilty had eased his task. But what o|^he penalty? 
“ It is impossible to ignore the fact that in the eyes of 
millions of your countrymen you are a great patriot and a 
great leader. . . .” The Judge paused. “ You will not 
consider it unreasonable, I think, to be classed with Mr 
Tilak.” Tilak was sentenced to a term of six years’ imprison¬ 
ment, “If the course of events in India should make it 
possible for the Government to reduce , the period and, 





iiioyd George. Then Kemal Pasha, whose victories had 
led directly to Mr Lloyd George’s defeat, did a surprising 
thing. He deposed the Sultan. He changed th.& Sheik-ul- 
Islant into a Commission of Religious Affairs. He renounced 
all claim to the holy places of Islam. He dissociated himself 
entirely from the affairs of Mohammedans outside Turkey. 
At one swoop the cause of the Indian Khilafatists was 
gone, and inevitably the Khilafatist plank in the Congress 
programme rotted away. 

The cause of non-co-operation itself underwent a change. 
Mr C. R. Das and his followers entered the Councils 
with the avowed purpose of wrecking the reforms, and 
Mr Das had come gradually to acquire the leadership of 
the Congress. Other politicians, growing tired of a purely 
negative attitude, entered the Councils in order to work 
the reforms, however unsatisfactory they had proved to be. 
They were ready to offer “ responsive co-operation.” 
Whatever excuse the politicians had to give, there is no 
doubt that the Legislature attracted them. The opportunity 
of confounding the advocate of the Government’s policy 
in debate was too good to be missed. It was not long before 
Mr Vitalbhai Patel, an uncompromising swarajist, agreed 
to be elected to the Presidentship of the Legislative 
Assembly—to become, in fact, the Speaker of India’s 
House of Commons—and to make one of the boldest 
assumptions ever recorded of strict impartiality. Mrs 
Sarojini Naidu and her friends prepared the elaborate wig 
and robes of the first Indian to be President of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly, and patriots noted with no little satisfaction 
that the materials were mostly of khaddar, and aU of them, 
however richly coloured, were true to the swadeshi type. 

Then, suddenly, in January 1924—the month in which 
Lenin died and England witnessed her first Labour Govern¬ 
ment—Mr Gandhi became desperately ill with appendicitis. 
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An urgent operation was necessary. The prisoner was 
given his choice of doctors. He chose Colonel Maddock, 
the surgeon at the Poona Militaiy Hospital. The faith of 
some of his close followers was shaken. Here was the man 
who detested the “ medical morals ” of the West, and who 
once saved a sufferer from appendicitis by ordering him 
to undergo a prolonged fast. And, if the operation was 
necessary, why an English doctor? Clearly, he had lost his 
spiritual ascendancy over the body, and a Brahman ascetic 
urged him, when he recovered, to seek the solitude of a 
cave. “ I plead guilty,” the patient replied. “ Unfortun- ^ 
ately for me, I am far from, perfect. I am simply a humble 
aspirant for perfection. I know my way to it also. But 
knowing the way is not reaching its end. . . . As I holdi 
that my illness was a result of infirmity of thought or mind, 
so do I concede that my submission to the stirgical operation 
\\as an additional infirmity of mind. If I was absolutely ! 
free from egoism, I would have resigned myself to the 
inevitable; but I wanted to live in the present body. 
Complete detachment is not a mechanical process. One 
has to grow into it by patient toil and prayer.” 

He “ wanted to live in the present body.” The cheerful- , 
ness which surrounded him. in“ the Poona Hospital showed ? 
that, A retired English soldier, aged eighty-two, walked ’ 
into the patient’s room every day to cheer him up, “ Can 
I do anything for you, Mr CJandhi ? ” “ Please pray for me,” 
was the answer. But the old soldier was already praying. 
There came inquiries from every part of the country. 
Telegrams of congratulation poured into the surgery. And 
when Mr Gandhi was a little better, the broad and kindly 
figure of the Superintendent of the Yeravda Gaol stood at 
the bedside. The patient was still a State prisoner. 
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Mr Gandhi took a long time to recover. The Viceroy and 
the new Secretary of State for India, Lord Olivier, agreed, 
however, that the remainder of his sentence should be 
remitted. Accordingly, he left Poona a free man and sought 
to recuperate in a Parsi’s house at Juhu—^the “ Brighton of 
Bombay.” Lord Reading made no references to Mr Gandhi’s 
illness in his speech to the Central Legislature, and this 
omission was at once accepted as an indication that the 
change of Government in London would not alter the 
course of the Viceroy’s Administration. The omission, 
though deeply resented by Nationalist opinion at the time, 
did not hurt or worry Mr Gandhi any more than did his 
automatic disbarring by the Inner Temple for conviction 
on a criminal charge. There were, indeed, other indications 
that Lord Reading would carry on as before. The Prime 
Minister seemed to have forgotten that in 1911 the Indian* 
National Congress elected him to be its President; only 
the death of his wife had prevented him from going out to 
India and from giving—^who knows?—an entirely new 
direction to the activities of this famous party. Lord Olivier 
accepted wholeheartedly Lord Morley’s dictum that the 
primary duty of a Government is to govern; and when 
ofBcials pressed for a revival of the 1818 Bengal Ordinance, 
which permitted incarceration without trial, Lord Olivier 
gave an unhesitant sanction. All things considered, it was 
well that the new Government preserved the status quo. 
Nothing is more fatal than an Indian policy of vacillation, 
and before the year was out, the Conservatives were in 
once more. In the office of Lord Olivier sat the robust, the 
■ '• 187 
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slightly intolerant and—as Indians were to judge him 
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the far from sympathetic Earl of Birkenhead. 

There was little that Mr Gandhi could do. Mr Das 
stood at the head of a new swaraj party, which entered the 
Legislative Assembly and the Provincial Councils, displayed 
its cleverness and its perpetual susceptibility to insults, and 
was never convinced whether it ought to be occasionally 
helpful or consistently obstructionist. The game it was 
playing with the authorities Mr Gandhi could neither play 
nor wish to play. Its members had forgotten the need for 
Hindu-Mohammedan unity; they had forgotten their 
charkas\ they had forgotten India’s dumb masses. They 
were members of the intelligentsia represented urban 
interests. They were—so ran the complaint alike in official 
circles and in the Sabarmati cw/zm?//—intelligent but , 
dangerous parasites, flourishing upon the credulity of the 
poor. If they spoke the language of democracy they had 
for the agricultural interests of India a contempt born of 
ignorance. It may be that Mr Gandhi knew not the true 
reasons of the ryots^ poverty. He was not to know that the 
population of India is increasing at the rate of three millions 
a year, or that since his birth in Porbandar a population 
equal to that of modern Germany has been added to the 
“ dumb masses ” of India. And even if he knew, he had 
not the equipment of mind or method to lead the way to 
drastic agrarian reforms. But he could engender a spirit of 
pity in which other men might labour. The swarajists 
behaved as though destruction must precede reconstruction. 
Mr Gandhi, on the contrary, believed that there could be 
no reconstruction without regeneration. He realized that 
this was no time for a revival of non-co-operation. He 
wanted to create for India a new spiritual solidarity. He 
wanted to send his countrymen once more to their charkas^ 
and he wanted to achieve Hindu-Mohammedan unity; / 
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though the Khilafatist cause was dead, the need for unity 
remained. Finally, he wanted to remove Untouchability. 
Untouchability was a cancer in the mystical body of 
Hinduism, and a just cause for the resentment of ^1 
Mohammedans, Parsis and Christians. Not only was there 
the Untouchability of the Hindu without caste: there was 
the wretched condition of the coolie and the menial. He 
wanted something deeper than the political democracy of 
the West. He sought to capture the grand Mohammedan 
belief in the brotherhood of men, the equality of all men, 
of high or low estate, in the eyes of their God. Flis first 
ambition, therefore, when he regained his health and left 
the golden sands of Juhu for the ashram, was to convene a 
Unity Conference. He invited not only the leading Hindus 
and Mohammedans, but the leaders of most other com¬ 
munities as well. The Metropolitan of India—Dr Foss 
Westcott, whose name is as famous in India as was his 
father’s in England—^willingly accepted an invitation to 
attend. Mr Gandhi’s contribution was a three weeks’ fast. 
Members of the ashram and other friends begged him to 
abandon the project. He would not stand the ordeal, they 
said: a fast which ends in death is equivalent to suicide. 
But he refused to be dissuaded. The fast began, and Hindus, 
Mohammedans,Parsis and Christians flocked to the bedside. 
Members of the various communities prayed over him. 
There was a nation-wide hysteria, and under its influence 
the Hindus and Mohammedans set up a Conciliation 
Board of fifteen members, which was to meet whenever 
there were communal difficulties ahead. The three weeks 
ended. Mr Gandhi appeared to be reasonably fit and well; 
and the members of the Unity Conference dispersed. But 
hysteria soon subsides. It was not long before Hindus and 
Mohammedans came to grief again, and the efforts of the 
Unity Conference seemed to have been made in vain. 
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Mr Gandhi’s knowledge of psychology may be deep, but 
it has some curious limitations. The three weeks’ fast 
benefited no one, unless it was the man who iindenvent 
the suffering. The belief that fasting promotes an inner 
purity and so leads to a greater acquisition of spiritual 
strength is not confined to Eastern countries; and leaders, 
like followers, may discover that we influence people, and 
so situations, more by what we are than by what we do. 

At the end of the year, the Indian National Congress 
met at Belgaum, in the southern Mahratta country. It 
elected Mr Gandhi to be its President. But more than 
once the President of the Congress has been eclipsed by 
more brilliant lieutenants, and at Belgaum it was Mr Das, 
not Mr Gandhi, who held the stage. Mrs Annie Besant, 
who appeared on the platform and thus marked her re¬ 
conciliation to the Congress, tried to win assent to her 
Commonwealth of India Bill. Mr Das, however, had said 
all he wished to say. The fate of the Commonwealth of 
India Bill scarcely concerned him. The President showed 
a like indifference. He was in no mood for politics. Why 
should he be, when India had not yet learned the true 
value of the spinning-wheel? “ Spin and weave ” was the 
motif of his Presidential addiress. Followers listened with 
disappointment: “ Mr Gandhi is not the man he was.” 
Before long, Mrs Annie Besant, despairing of wisdom 
among Indians, left for England. She would not return to 
India until the Labour Party had undertaken to sponsor 
the Commonwealth of India Bill; and this eventually the 
Labour Party—as the Opposition, anxious for any w^eapon 
with which to attack the Government; as a party, little 
better informed on Indian affairs than the Conservatives 
and the Liberals—agreed to do. 

In the following June, Mr Das died. Mr Gandhi hurried 
to Calcutta and led the great funeral procession to the 
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: burning ghats. Yet he showed no disposition to accept 
Mr Das’s mantle. He returned'to the Sabarmati ashram, 
and was soon engrossed in its manifold activities. He would 
act as adviser to mill-workers in Ahmedabad, pay daily 
visits to sufferers from smallpox, walk across the road to 
inspect his National University, and make himself acces¬ 
sible to all who wished to see him, whether the visitor was 
a chaplain sojourning in Ahmedabad, a journalist from 
Bombay, or Dame Clara Butt during one of her frequent 
tours to India and the Far East. Whether the time would 
come for another offer of Satyagraha he did not know*. 
But, at least, he would be ready with a well-disciplined 
army of satyagrahis. During the long months when he 
faded almost completely from the political picture, he was 
training his young men. Life in the ashram became more 
rigorously monastic. Unsuitable material was rejected. 
Yet those who embraced the discipline and could stand 
the strain were willingly accepted. Many doubts may have 
flitted across Mr Gandhi’s mind when Miss Lilian Slade 
applied for membership of the ashram. The life, he told 
her, was hard. But Miss Slade is a woman of keen in¬ 
telligence. She counted the cost before she made her final 
decision. As a girl, she lived with her father in the Admiral’s 
House in Bombay. She belonged to a generation of 
“ Anglo-Indians ” which observed a strict etiquette, and 
became almost as caste-ridden as other communities in 
the midst of which it lived. Miss Slade might dine with 
the wives of the Governor, the Chief Justice, the Bishop 
and the Commanding Officer at Colaba; but other in¬ 
vitations would have to be scrutinized rather carefully. 
The India of the Indians was as far as possible vithheld 
from her. Yet it was to this India that she responded, she, 
felt that the artificial barriers of “ Angio-India ” were an 
evil which required an atonement. She would offer herself 
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!; m expiation of the wrongs her countrymen had committed. 
She has since become famous as Miraben. 

In the Legislative Assembly—far from the influence of 
Mr Gandhi~men were debating feverishly whether the 
value of the rupee should be one-and-sixpence or one-and- 
fourpence. Technical problems of finance were involved, 
but the Swarajists were convinced that it was a simple 
problem, after all. The Government, they argued, was 
pushing up the value of the rupee by twopence in order to 
cripple Indian industry for the sake of the British tax¬ 
payer. The vernacular Press was loud with discontent and 
full of fiery denimciation of Sir Basil Blackett, the Finance 
Member. Sir Basil discovered that he had great parlia¬ 
mentary gifts. He turned the offensive against his opponents 
in the Legislative Assembly. He toured the country. He 
was doing what members of the Government ought to 
have done long ago, and what they had failed to do simply 
because the older members of the Indian Civil Service were 
trained to be good bureaucrats and not Parliamentarians. 
Yet, after the Montagu- >helmsford reforms, only first- 
class Parliamentarians could have dealt effectively with 
the Swarajists. Indian Civil Servants who complained 
that Sir Basil Blackett was mixing himself up with politics 
simply did not understand the trend of events in India. 

Agitation over the one-and-sixpenny rupee was but the 
outward and visible sign of a widespread discontent.. 
Subsequent events have showm the unsatisfactory con¬ 
dition of the economic fabric of India. Later statistics have 
revealed that India’s population is excessively large. There 
can be no s^'lution of the problem it offers without drastic 
agrarian reform or, failing a deliberate curtailment of the 
popuLition, bold schemes of colonization in other parts of 
the world. Against .such schemes, Australia and South 
Africa, guardians of vast territories thirsting for the f 
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^iU|tivator, have set their face. In the absence' of one gooi 
rallying cry, discontent was to take many forms i Relations 
between Hindus and Mohammedans grew wors^. Mr 
Gandhi had tried to heal the breach, and he had failedXv 

An offer of help, however, came from a most unexpected' 
quarter. Lord Irwin had been Viceroy for only a few 
months. His boat arrived at Bombay on Good Friday, 
1926. He insisted that no ceremonial should violate the 
religious sanctity of the day. He left his boat quietly to 
attend the Good Friday services in the little church on 
Malabar Hill. When the services were over, he returned 
to the boat, which lay anchored in midstream. Not until the 
following day did he permit the pageantry of a Viceregal 
arrival at the Apollo Bundar. As soon as possible, he 
left for Delhi, and then for Simla. He was quietly but 
anxiously judging the position. Almost the first letters he 
sent to his friends in Yorkshire contained appeals for funds 
for an Anglican church at New Delhi. There was no hint 
of any new orientation of policy. But rumours spread 
through India that some of the Viceregal pomp had gone, 
and that the new Viceroy was slowly but effectively winning 
friends. In July, the Chelmsford Club—the first and the 
most important of the comparatively new clubs which 
permit an Indian as well as a European membership- 
invited the Viceroy to be its guest at dinner. It was at 
this dinner that he made his first important speech. It was 
an appeal to Hindu and Mohammedan leaders to “ throw 
themselves with ardour into a new form of communal work 
and into a nobler struggle-—the fight for toleration.” 

“ I appeal,” he said, “ in the name of religion, because 
I can appeal to nothing nobler, and because religion is the 
language of the soul, and it is a change of soul that India 
needs to-day. . . . Whatever, indeed, be the creed that men 
profess, such creed is the attempt men make to know the 
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Ibices that iie beyond human vision, and learn the secret 
of how Miinan nature may be refined, and, in so doing, 
realize/ the ultimate purposes of their existence . . . there 
(Xah Purely be no greater tragedy than that religion, which 
thus should be the expression and the support of man’s 
highest instincts, should be prostituted by an alliance with 
actions through which these instincts are distorted and 
disgraced.” 

Lord Irwin had made a profound impression. The old 
Khilafatists and the inmates of the Sabarmati ashram 
believed that they were ready to respond. Yet few could 
bear the thought that, after all, it was the Viceroy, the 
representative of a foreign raj, the head of the “ satanic ” 
Government, who oft'ered mediation. An alien—sym¬ 
pathetic, kindly, conscientious, but none the less an alien- 
stepped in to accomplish a task the Indians should have 
accomplished for themselves long ago. There was, bitterness 
in the air. The breach was never healed, and the Viceroy 
turned reluctantly to other problems. 

Lord Irwin sought the acquaintance of most of the 
leaders and politicians who came to Delhi. And yet for 
a long time Mr Gandhi was never of their number. In a 
chaplain’s bungalow, in the Calcutta flat of a Scottish 
jutewallah, in the ornate mansion of a Parsi merchant, one 
heard the same cry: “ Gandhi is finished.” He still toured 
the country, but it was to spread the gospel of Khaddar. 
Hindu-Mohammedan unity, as his weekly articles in 
Young India were to show, remained uppermost in his 
mind, but he propounded no new schemes. Instead, he 
drew to his ashram Mohammedans who did not want 
separate electorates at all, men who would live according 
to their religion, but not on their religion. Mr Abbas 
Tyabji, a venerable figure with a flowing beard, became 
in the ashram the chief representative of the so-called 
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1? record both in India and in London:-but in these d^s 
■ashram was most emplratocillly not the focal point of tliei: 

Even when Miss Katherine IVlayo published her 
. Mather ImSa, and sent the couafty into paroxysms of rage,' 
. ^ Mr Gandhi’s voice was scarcely heard above the tumult, _ 
India, he said, was a drain-inspector’s report, a,' 
for Englishmen fo forget and for Indians to remember,: 
He would not condemn it out of hand. devdtton ^ 
Truth was too great for any miconqjroniisHig conderanatid^ 
'The ashram wauld not be tyrajanized by an angry puajlt^ 
opinion. 

When at last Lord Irwin and Mr G^uaf^u met each other 
—in the late autumn of 1927—^the storm provoked by 
Mo^m India was dying down, and agifetion over the one- 
and-sixpenny rupee was to give place to a sdll more violent 
■ controversy. The Governm«it had appatrated the Simon 
Comnussion. 


It rosy be that, when Lord Birkenhead accepted the 
office of Secretary of State for India, he believed it possible 
to make to Indian history a contribution as fateful as his 
negotiations with the leaders of the Irish Rebellion. “ I 
have signed my political death-warrant,” he told Michael 
Collins immediately after he had appended his signature 
to the Irish Treaty. “ But I have si^ed my actual death- 
warrant,” Michael Collins replied. For this parleyii^ with 
the rebels—the one superb act of statesmanship in his 
short and feverish life—Lord Birkenhead provoked the 
^ reactionary Conservatives. He had smarted under 

the cry of ” Judas ” as he was about to enter the Carlton 
Club meeting wluch unseated Mr Lloyd George. His 
party would never again restore him to full favour; and yet 
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he had every reason to be proud of what he had done. 
Would India provide him with a still greater opportunity 
of displaying a truly Liberal statesmanship? It was an 
integral part of the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms that a 
Commission should be set up within ten years to examine 
the working of these reforms and to report to Parliament. 
There is little doubt that a Parliamentary Commission was 
intended. In actual fact, the Government was not bound 
to appoint this Commission before 1929. In the summer of 
1927, however, Lord Birkenhead was making arrange¬ 
ments for a Commission. Why? Because he wanted to 
make a spectacular success of his regime at the India Office 
before the swing of the political pendulum brought the 
Labour Party once more to power? Because he was being 
pressed by a Viceroy who believed that the cure for irre¬ 
sponsibility is more responsibility? Or because, as many 
Indians were arguing, Lord Birkenhead and his colleagues 
believed that a Commission would report in favour of a 
return to the Morley-Minto reforms? The story of Lord 
Birkenhead’s administration at the India Office is yet to 
be published. 

In an atmosphere poisoned by misunderstanding and 
mistrust, the Viceroy prepared to announce the decision 
of the British Government. He invited all the leaders to 
Delhi. An invitation was sent to Mr Gandhi, who, though 
no longer an active politician, believed it to be his duty to 
accept. Invitations were sent to the Ali brothers, to Mrs 
Naidu and Mrs Annie Besant. Less anxious invitations 
were dispatched to Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and other 
spokesmen of Moderate opinion, for it had not occurred 
to rulers in Whitehall and Simla that the Moderates would 
resent, no less than the Congressmen, the establishment of 
a Commission that was Parliamentary and, therefore, All- 
White. Members of an alien raj were to sit in judgment upon 
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iiicatecl statesmen and politicians, and to decide whether 
or not their country was fitted for a greater measure of 
political reform. 

There was no one to complain against the Chairmanship 
of Sir John Simon. He was a great lawyer, and as such he 
could endear himself not only to Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, but to Mr Gandhi as well. He was a 
Liberal. He was tolerant, Congressmen noticed, to rebels, 
for he had refrained from arresting Sir Edward Carson 
when it was his plain duty so to do. He was independent-^ 
minded: his opposition to Conscription during the War 
showed that he did not fear to pursue an unpopular course. 
Approval of the other members of the Commission, how¬ 
ever, was less marked. One was the Viceroy’s brother-in- 
law. Two were Peers who had no hope of entering a 
Cabinet. In fact, no one who had any political prospects 
in London agreed to go out to India with Sir John Simon. 
Indians called them a commission of nonentities. Their 
appointment, so they argued, showed that British concern 
for Indian welfare was not genuine. It was a foregone 
conclusion that Congressmen and other Radicals would 
have nothing to do with them, and Congress opposition 
became so violent that Mr Vitalbhai Patel, as President of 
the Legislative Assembly, wondered whether he could still 
maintain the assumed attitude of impartiality. When the 
Indian National Congress met in full session in Madras, 
Mr Srinivasa Ayengar, aided and abetted by> Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, successfully introduced a resolution 
declaring complete independence to be India’s goal. It was 
not a resolution which older men could welcome. They 
had advanced no further in thought than the attainment of 
Dominion Status. Like Mr Gandhi, living in semi-retirement, 
they secretly wished for nothing more ambitious. Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, boasting of his visit to Soviet Russia 
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fand appealing with his strange personality and his ruthless 
energy to the youth of India, preached a gospel the older 
. men could not understand. In the stress of the moment, 
however, they supported the Independence resolution. It 
was necessary to deepen the national sense of indignation. 
A year would pass before the Congress met in full session 
again. Some one among them must find a formula whereby 
they could evade the issue of Independence versus Dominion 
Status. 

It was an ugly situation, and for a long time it was 
difficult to tell who were the friends of the Government 
and who were not. 

Yet the Government pursued its policy undismayed. 
Lord Birkenhead believed that he had spoken the last word 
against the appointment of Indians to the Commission, and 
in a speech in the House of Lords he actually challenged 
Indian leaders “ to put forward their own suggestions for 
a Constitution, to indicate to us the form which, in their 
judgment, any reform of the Constitution should take.'’ 
He thought, and so did those who heard his speech in the 
House of Lords, that the challenge would go unanswered, 
i It was a serious miscalculation. 

And yet the controversy over the appointment of the 
Simon Commission succeeded in emphasizing India’s com¬ 
munal disunity—a fact wffiich pleased those who believed 
in the policy divide et inipera^ but did not please a Viceroy 
1 who was still willing to heal the breach between the great 
religious communities. The politicians were ready for the 
fray, and in the Legislative Assembly, Lala Lajpat Rai 
, moved the resolution for the boycott of the Commission. 
It was a first-class debate. Mr M. C. Rajah, representative 
of the Untouchables, opposed the motion. The Moham¬ 
medans heard him and were delighted; partly because 
' theirs is a religion of human brotherhood; chiefly because, 
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a community, they were not siding with the caste Hindus. 
Sir Basil Blackett sat on a Ministerial bench, anxious 
to provoke his antagonists. The Opposition enjoyed his 
sallies, but a reporter who sat in the Press Gallery imme¬ 
diately above the Ministerial benches was so moved to 
wrath that he hurled an attache-case at Sir Basil’s head. 
Sir Basil, though stunned, was not seriously hurt. An 
Indian clerk telegraphed to the India Office: “ the Finance 
Minister never entirely lost conscientiousness.” And as 
friends lifted him from his seat, Sir Basil Blackett mur¬ 
mured: me truncus illapsus cerebro sustulerat, nisi Faunus 
icti dextra levasset. So Horace was heard at last in the arena 
of the Legislative Assembly. His lines, like Mr Patel’s 
swadeshi wig and gown, were an ironic tribute to the 
Mother of Parliaments. 

On the morning of 3rd February 1928, Sir John Simon 
and his six colleagues landed in Bombay. A monster pro¬ 
cession of protests had been prepared for them. The 
youths of Bombay were astir before four in the morning. 
At four-thirty they were outside the offices of the Times 
of India burning copies of the European journal. Then 
came torrents of rain, which no one expected to see until 
June ushered in the monsoon months. Enthusiasm chilled. 
Only scattered bands of youths waited to wave their black 
flags and to cry: “ Simon, go back! ” The leaders, however, 
had better work to do than to organize protest meetings; 
for while the Statesman and the Times of India declared 
that nothing was to be gained from a policy of negation, 
they were hurrying to an All-Parties Conference. They 
would forestall the recommendations of the Simon 
Commission. They would themselves indicate the path to 
the new reforms. Accordingly, the All-Parties Conference 
appointed a sub-committce to draft a new Constitution for 
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On that committee sat the two Kashmiri cousins, 
Pandit Motilal Nehru and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, the one 
a Congressman, the other a Moderate. They had taken up 
Lord Birkenhead’s challenge. 

Even when he was the Law Member in Lord Reading’s 
Administration, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru sought leisure so 
that he might study the conditions for a new Constitution 
for India. He saw that, somehow or other, the ambitions 
of the Indian States would have t6 be reconciled with the 
ambitions of British India. The goal of policy in British 
India, it was clear enough, remained Dominion Status. But 
the India of the States was bound to the British Crown by 
many conflicting treaties and sanads: These treaties and 
sanads were almost without exception with the rulers of the 
States, and few indeed were the Princes content enough 
to rule as limited monarchs. The Princes professed their 
loyalty to the Crown. But they were, first and last, the sons 
of India. Like the meanest of their subjects, they could 
respond to the call of patriotism, and certainly the Indian 
States’ subjects could not be rigorously barred from the 
agitation of British India. The destinies of British India 
and the Indian States are interlocked. Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, therefore,, believed that the solution of India’s 
constitutional problem lay in the formation of an All-India 
Federation. He confessed as much to Pandit Motilal Nehru 
and to other members of the Sub-Committee. Whether he 
quickly won them to his point of view, we do hot know. 
The Sub-Committee held innumerable meetings and 
encountered endless difficulties. There was no sign of a 
report. Opponents began to sneer. Lord Birkenhead was 
right: the Indian parties could not produce an agreed 
report on Constitutional Reform. 

Meanwhile, Sir John Simon and his colleagues were 
making their preliminary survey of India. It hurt Lord 
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■^Ifwin that they could not meet Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
; Pandit Motilal Nehru, Mr Jayakar, Mr Jiimah and Sir 
Ghimanlal Setalvad. How could they avoid obtaining a 
distorted view of the Indian problem? Sir John Simon 
soon grasped the difficulties and the weaknesses of his 
position. Advisory committees he must have. Pie was con¬ 
ciliatory and friendly. He did all he could to destroy the 
disparity of status between members of the Commission 
and those who were prepared to co-operate with it. It was 
due largely to the good impression he was making that, in 
the end, eight of the nine Provincial Councils agreed to 
co-operate with the Commission. Only a narrow majority 
prevented the co-operation of the Legislative Assembly. 

Both the Viceroy and Sir John Simon saw^, however, 
that nothing could convert the Commission into a success. 
To begin with, the Commission was not empowered to 
examine the relations between the States and British India, 
Yet the Princes held the key to the situation. Lord Irwin, 
struggling with the manifold tasks of Government; Sir 
John Simon, endeavouring to point the way to genuine 
reform and progress; Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, determined 
to show that future reforms must be primarily of Indian 
manufacture; all had in the end something of the same 
vision, That vision was co-operation between the Princes 
and the statesmen of British India. If such a vision could 
be made real, plainly the Simon Commission was an 
inadequate vehicle. The only solution would be a Round 
Table Conference. Mr Gandhi and the Congressmen were 
right. Week after w^eek Lord Irwin explained the position 
to Lord Birkenhead. Lest Lord Birkenhead should find 
the waste-paper basket an easier means of disposing of 
Viceregal communications than a rustless file, Lord Irwip 
wrote as frequently to the Prime Minister. He was trying 
to establish order out of chaos. 
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" Then, after several hectic months, the All-Parties Sub- 
Committee confounded the critics by producing an agreed 
report which, under the name of the Nehru Report, was to 
become a landmark in a troubled period of Indian history. 
Its recommendations were not so much the clauses of a 
draft Bill as an “ indication of the principles involved, 
which it wall be for the Parliamentary draftsman to put 
intd shape.” The Report assumed the conferment of 
Dominion Status. It demanded a Central Government 
responsible to a Central Legislature. It pointed the way— 
delicately, but firmly—to Federation. It suggested the 
separation of Sind from the Bombay Presidency. It recom¬ 
mended the elevation of the North-West Frontier Province 
to the status of a full Governor’s Province. Finally, it 
urged the creation of joint electorates throughout India. 
There was to be no reservation of seats for the Moham¬ 
medans, except in Provinces where they were in a minority. 
In other words, the Report crystallized the reforms which 
Indians of all parties in India were demanding. So doing, 
it returned Lord Birkenhead’s challenge. Within two 
months. Lord Birkenhead retired from the Cabinet. 

And yet India was not even now to speak with united 
voice. Mr Srinivasa Sastri and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
noted with dismay that the authors of the Nehru Report 
assumed that the resolution in favour of complete in¬ 
dependence did not exist. They were putting back the clock 
of progress. Mohammedans—both those who supported 
the boycott of the Simon Commission and those who 
opposed it—discovered that their cherished right of separate 
electoratfes in the Central Legislature and in all Provinces 
was put in peril. Leaders of the Hindu Mahasabha argued 
that the unity of India was impaired by the creation of 
new and almost exclusively Mohammedan Provinces. 
“Communal electorates are bad enough,’’cried its President, 



£)r Moonje, “ but communal Provinces would be the death¬ 
blow to Indian nationalism.” In vain the All-Parties 
leaders tried to reconcile what they had done with the 
ambitions ot the new Youth Movement. There was another 
All-Parties Conference, which passed this resolution: 

“ Without restricting the liberty of action of those political 
parties whose goal is complete independence, this Conference 
declares : 

(i) that the form of government to be established in India 
should be responsible, that is to say, a government in 
which the executive should be responsible to a popularly 
elected legislature possessing full and plenary powers ; 

, ( 2 ) that such form of government shall in no event be lowetr 
than that of any self-governing dominion.” 

Such accommodation, however, did not satisfy the needs 
of the younger men. They were ready for war. The example 
of Soviet Russia inspired them. A godless Russia led the 
way, for until young India has dethroned God, how is it 
to deliver itself from the shackles of communalism? Such 
shackles have the strength of steel. Mohammedans argued 
more strongly than before in favour of separate electorates, 
A new Province of Sind became a nightmare to orthodox 
Hindus. Communalism, in fact, wrecked the Nehru Report. 
Here were forces deeper than the boycott of an All-White 
Commission < Here were enthroned those very evils which 
alone hindered the attainment of szoaraj. There was not a 
leader who could dominate the situation. Then, in despair, 
men looked for guidance from an individual who, for the 
past four years, had been living in semi-retirement. The 
stage was set for the return of Mahatma Gandhi. 
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o’V^n terms. He would not let India forget thaV Jhe wished 
to inaugurate his Kingdom of Righteousness. TheN^lture 
of khaddar, the educational methods of the NatiQnal 
University at Ahmedabad once again came to the fore. ' 

Mr Gandhi’s vi^ork is seen in the main resolution passed 
by the Calcutta Congress after Mr Ayengar and his friends 
had said all that an Opposition could say; 

“ This Congress,” I'an the resolution, “ having considered the 
Constitution recommended by the All-Parties Committee Report, 
welcomes it as a great contribution towards the solution of India’s 
political and communal problems, and, whilst adhering to the 
resolution relating to complete Independence passed at the Madras 
Congress, adopts the Constitution drawn up by the Committee as 
a great step in political advance, especially as it represents the 
largest measure of agreement attained among the important' parties 
in the country; provided, however, that the Congress shall not 
be bound by the Constitution if it is not accepted on or before 
December the thirty-first, 1930, and provided, further, that in 
the event of non-acceptance by the British Parliament of the 
Constitution by that date, the Congress will revive non-violent 
non-co-operation by advising the country to refuse taxation and 
every other aid to the Government. ... Nothing in this resolution 
shall interfere with the propaganda for familiarizing people with 
the goal of independence in so far as it does not conflict with 
the prosecution of the campaign for the adoption of the Report.” 

It was a strange re.solution, and writers of leading articles 
and special correspondents, not appreciating the fact that 
younger men were ready to unseat the old “ extremists, 
made ample fun of the Congress’s decision. Mr Gandhi,, 
they assumed, would remain a convinced believer in the 
British Empire until midnight on New Year’s Eve. At 
one A.M., however, he would be the, champion of Indian 
Independence. There was only a year witliin which the 
British Government could adopt the Nehru Report, and a 
year was not enough. Sir John Simon atnd his colleagues 
were in India again for their second tour. They would not 
complete their investigations until the early summer, and 
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it was certain that their Report would not be ready until 
1930^-the first year of India’s Independence'^ But the 
Confess resolution was not so naive as it waS made to 
.appear. It did not say that on ist January 1931 the 
Congress would revive non-violent non-co-operation for 
the sake of independence. It was as likely to be non¬ 
violent non-co-operation for the sake of the Nehru Report. 
Moreover, the advocates of independence w’^ere free to 
carry on their propaganda, provided it did not interfere 
with the propaganda for the Nehru Report. In other 
words, propaganda for Independence was not to interfere 
with propaganda for Dominion Status. The League against 
Imperialism was not far wrong when it numbered Mr 
Gandhi among the Imperialists. 

When Mr Gandhi returned to the Sabarmati ashram 
the torchlight of publicity was thrown upon almost all his 
movements. Indian journalists vied with each other for 
the position of Ahrnedabad correspondent to the leading 
Anglo-Indian and Indian journals. The ashram was no . 
longer off the political map. There was, for instance, 
a genuine Hindu agitation when Mr Gandhi complained 
that the monkeys were creating havoc among the crops and 
vegetables of the ashram : was the taking of a monkey’s life 
justifiable? Smallpox raged through Bonibay City. Yet 
Englishmen’s bearers refused to be vaccinatedj for the 
Mahatma himself was condemning vaccination. Mr Gandhi 
exaniined the accounts of the ashram^ and all India was to 
know that Mrs Gandhi failed to account for the sum of 
four annas. Then Mr Reginald Reynolds joined the ashram, 
and the details of his life were the common property of 
the bazars. He is by descent a Quaker, and his ardent 
pacifism drew him first to an acquaintance with the apostle 
of Satyagraha and later to a full participation in the life of 
the ashram. The list of visitors began to swell, and these 



Lord Irwin*s Invitation 20 

were not confined to British India. The Mahatma 
was corresponding with Princes. More than once there was 
seen the venerable figure of Sir Prabhashanker Pattani, 
Regent of Bhavnagar until his ruler came of age. He 
represented the political wisdom of Kathiawar. He could 
remember the days when Kaba Gandhi was Prime Alinister 
of Porbandar, and Kaba’s son had found .him a diligent 
worker at the There were frequent visits from 

Mrs Sarojini Naidu, the great hostess of the Congress 
party, who never knew whether her chief claim to fame 
was her election to the Presidentship of the Indian National 
Congress or the inclusion of one of her poems in the 
Oxford Book of Mystical Verse)/* 

And yet it was difficult to believe that the ashram, for all 
the publicity it received, could dominate the tortuous events 
of India on the eve of her “ first year of independence.” 
The Congress session in Calcutta was immediately 
followed by an All-India Mohammedan Conference con¬ 
vened by the Aga Khan. Delhi has rarely witnessed a more 
impressive Conference. Its delegates came from all parts 
of the country. The majority, perhaps, were little ac- 
qirainted with Hindu India; for Mohammedan India, like 
Protestant Ireland, has something approaching geographical 
frontiers. But those who knew, and those who did not 
know, Hindu India embraced the goal of a united India. 
It was impossible, after the Delhi Conference, to suppose 
that Mohammedan India would unite with the authorities 
in resisting the onrush of political reform. None the less, 
separate electorates were sacrosanct: the Nehru Report 
had not produced an acceptable solution of the communal 
problem. Dr Ansari and other Nationalist leaders might 
still advocate joint electorates, and so encourage Mr 
Gandhi. The Delhi Conference showed beyond the shadow 
of a doubt that Dr Ansari was not the spokesmsan of 
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Mohammedan India. His followers were the Mohammedan 
students in the University, the young men who followed 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, talked of Communism, attended 
Rationalist meetings and assumed a godlessness that wo\ild 
imperil any Mahatma’s peace of mind. 

Scarcely had the Delhi Conference ended than 
Mohammedans found themselves agitated by the revolution 
in Afghanistan. King Amanullah, on his return from a 
spectacular tour of Europe, introduced one hasty and 
inadequate reform after another. So far the only monarch 
to have visited Russia since the execution of the Czar, 
King Amanullah was impressed by the “ thoroughness ” 
of Soviet reform. He re.solved to spread culture among the 
tribesmen of his sparsely cultivated and mountainous 
country. If Moscow has a national theatre, Kabul must 
have one too. He therefore invited a theatrical company 
that was touring India to visit his capital, and he ordered 
members of the Court to attend the theatre in evening dress. 
Afghan society is not used to evening dress, and it was 
soon unutterably bored by the play. At the end of the first 
act, the gentlemen in the front row of the stalls began to 
remove their trousers, folded them neatly over the chairs, 
"and then for the remainder of the performance sat upon 
their haunches in the approved Afghan fashion. The fez 
seemed to King Amanullah to be the symbol of reaction. 
He therefore ordered it to be discarded. As far as possible, 
European headgear was to be worn instead. Bombay and 
Calcutta hatters dispatched all the silk hats and bowler 
hats they could procure. There was a ready market for the 
war-time hehnets, of the Russian and German hehnets, 
and a water-carrier, unable to afford the luxury of a 
bow/er, cut a watermelon in half, scraped out the interior, 
and wore the crust upon his loyal head. It was not long 
before King Amanullah’s subjects discovered—as Mr 
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(jandhi himself had discovered long ago-—that sill^ hats 
and evening-dress trousers are not a hall-mark of civiliza¬ 
tion. The capture of Kabul by a robber chief—Bachc&,a 
Saqao—the brutal execution of Ali Ahmed Jan, the desperateX 
effort of King Amanullah to regain the throne and the final 
triumph of the late King, ’who as General Nadir Khan 
had led the Afghan troops against British India, were all 
events of primary importance to Mohammedan India. 

And while revolution destroyed centralized government 
in Afghanistan, and temporarily reduced the country to 
an unchecked and ancient tribal rule, Mohammedans and 
Hindus were engaged in mortal combat in the streets of 
Bombay. Believing the rumour that Pathans were 

kidnapping Hindu boys and using them for immoral 
purposes, Hindus attacked whatever Pathans they could 
find. Mohammedans came to the rescue of their co¬ 
religionists, and for days on end lawlessness reigned in 
Bombay. Nor was Imperial Delhi free from terror; for, 
while members of the Legislative Assembly were engaged 
in a profitless dispute with the Government upon the need 
for a Public Safety Act, and while Mr Patel, their President, 
was giving a new and aggravating exhibition of assumed 
impartiality, some extremists threw bombs into the middle 
of the arena. Members scattered in all directions, and a 
few were hurt. A gunpowder plot may have brought the 
Legislative Assembly still more into line with the Mother 
of Parliaments; but it was an event which Mr Gandhi 
could not ignore. Plainly, the country was not ready for 
Satyagraha. 

• • ♦ • * • * . • 

The scene shifts to London. Lord Irwin had made up 
his mind. Any fear that the Simon Commission would 
advocate a retrograde policy must be removed at once. 
Nothing less than Dominion Status as the explicit goal of 
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politi^val endeavour in India would satisfy the various 
Indjikn parties. Nothing less than this could excuse or 
jutfetify the continuance of British rule in India. Further- 
/more, it was clear that the Congress under Mr Gandhi, 
the Mohaniraedans under the Aga Khan, the Moderates 
under Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, and those conscientious 
Princes who never failed to offer the Viceroy sound advice, 
wanted a Round Table Conference. Lord Irwin would, 
therefore, go to London and impress upon members of the 
Cabinet the necessity, first, of summoning a Conference, 
and secondly, of affirming in no uncertain terms that India 
IS one day to take her place as a full member of the British 
Cornmonw^ealth of Nations. It so happened that a general 
election had just brought the Labour Party once more to 
powder. Mr Ramsay MacDonald, it is true, was again the 
head of a minority Government, and there were, therefore, 
definite limits to the advance he could make in an Indian 
■policy of the British Government. None the less, the 
Government seemed to be safe for at least two years, ai?.d 
in the interval a bold Indian policy of some sort or other 
would have to be enunciated. In no sense could India be 
put on the shelf, as it had been during the brief months 
when Lord Olivier was the Secretary of State. 

The new Secretary of State was Mr Wedgwood Benn, 
once a loyal Asquithian Liberal and a very recent recruit 
to the Labour Party. Not since Edwin Montagu quitted 
the India Office had there been a Secretary of State so 
resolutely determined to press on with fresh reforms. 
Lord Irwdn soon found that Mr Wedgwood Benn and Mr 
Ramsay MacDonald were of one mind about India. They 
knew how far the Government as a minority Government 
could go, and they were eager to accede to Lord Irwin's 
request for f /Round Table Conference and a new declara¬ 
tion of British policy. The key to the situation, they claimed, 
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'"was held by Mr Baldwin, who as the Leader of the Con^ 
servative Party could prevent the check of Parliamentary 
opposition. Lord Irwin and Mr Baldwin knew each other 
intimately. When Mr Baldwin appointed the Minister for 
Agriculture to be the Viceroy of India, he sacrificed his 
most trusted colleague. Week after week the Viceroy had 
furnished the Prime Minister with a full statement of 
Indian affairs, and now that his old chief was in Opposition 
he was not going to withdraw his confidence. Viceroy, 
Prime Minister, Secretary of State and Leader of the 
Opposition thought alike, though naturally the Leader of 
the Opposition could not act effectively without party 
backing; he would encounter difficulties in Parliamentary 
debate. But the new policy was outlined and approved, 
and Lord Irwin returned to India confident that the Prime 
Minister and the Secretary of State would give him the 
fullest encouragement, and that his old chief would not 
let him down. 


Lord Irwin reached Bombay in the middle of October. 
Fully expectant of some important pronouncement, several 
of the Indian leaders had already assembled in Delhi— 
among them Mr Gandhi, Pandit Motilal Nehru, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Sir C. P. 
Ramaswami Aiyar, Pandit Malaviya and Dr Moonje. On 
the last day of the month; Lord Irwin issued his statement. 
Without a doubt the leaders were impressed. They were 
even enthusiastic—in particular, Mr Gandhi. Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru alone stood back. He was to be the 
President of the Indian National Congress when it met 
in full session at Lahore. This is “ the year of youth’s 
awakening,” Mr Gandhi had said on his sixtieth birthday 
only a few weeks beforehand. Would the new President 
call to the youth of India in vain.? Nearly two years ago the 
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Congress had voted for puma swaraj, now old men 
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were growing sentimental over the promise of eventual 
Dominion Status. It was intolerable. Yet Mr Gandhi tried 
to reason with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He emphasized 
that the offer was sincere, and semetimes with Mr Gandhi 
sincerity is the only thing that counts. The arguments 
continued until the following evening, and then the leaders 
in Delhi drew up an agreed statement which, signed by 
everyone present, showed that, while the leaders accepted 
Lord Irwin’s invitation to the Round Table Conference, 
they recommended that the Conference should put for¬ 
ward a scheme for immediate Dominion Status. They also 
asked that the majority of the Indian delegates should be 
drawm from the Congress party and that all political 
prisoners should be immediately released. Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru and Sir G. P. Ramaswami Aiyar had gone very far 
to satisfy the misgivings of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. When 
their manifesto appeared in the English Press, a cry was 
raised that Lord Irwin had sacrificed himself to the Indian 
Moderates, and that the Moderates in their turn had 
sacrificed themselves to the Congressmen. In actual fact, 
the Moderates were about to grasp a great victory. They 
knew only too w^ell that the Congress, for all its faults, is 
the one party in India v;hich utiderstands publicity and 
propaganda, and which alone has attempted to derive its 
strength from the will of the people. With the Congress 
behind them, the Moderates could make their proposaj^- 
.at the Round I'able Conference effective. The significant 
fact was the acceptance of Lord Irwin’s invitation, not the 
recommendations which haggling politicians wished to . 
attach to it. Englishmen in India saw at once the import¬ 
ance of Lord Irwin’s invitation, and, without any delay, 
the Council of the European Association cabled its approval 
to Mr Wedgwood Benn. 4 ■ 
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die in the way of God than to live in the way of Satan.” 
Could it honestly be said that the Parliament, which 
debated the Viceroy’s invitation in a most ungenerous 
spirit, reflected the least “ change of heart ”? The Viceroy 
had proved himself a sincere man ; but once again it might 
be necessary to shift from a quarrel with the Government 
of India to a quarrel with the people of Great Britain. 

Other doubts were assailing the mind of Pandit Motilal 
Nehru. He was a proud man and, as his exclusion from a 
not very important club had shown, he was unduly sensitive. 
PViends have confessed that he was not a little jealous 
of the success attained by his kinsman, Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru. Certainly Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru was winning a 
greater amount of Viceregal attention than Pandit Motilal 
Nehru. But Pandit Motilal had a deeper motive than 
jealousy. Pie loved his son, and he rejoiced in the promin- 
encJ which he was winning in the politics of his country. 
It was Jawaharlal’s mission to lead the younger generation, 
for whom the Independence resolution of the Madras 
Congress was a solemn pledge. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
wanted a Peasants Republic. He believed in Communism 
and several other doctrines which to his father were 
anathema. Pandit Motilal might curb the young man’s 
enthusiasm and, so doing, curb the enthusiasm of those 
who followed him. He would go with his,son as far as it 
was possible for him to go, even if this meant breaking 
faith with his friends and colleagues; and he saw clearly 
enough that Jawaharlal would never participate in a 
Conference which it was not possible for him to dominate. 
And, quite legitimately, both Pandit Motilal Nehru and 
Mr Gandhi feared two things: the first, that the Labour 
Party was not strong enough to fulfil its own policy, unless 
the Opposition was driven to surrender by the success of a 
Civil Disobedience movement; the second, that a revolution 
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was imminent and that only a renewal of Satyogre ' 

prevent violence and bloodshed. 

Yet for a long time neither Pandit Motilal Nehru 
Mr Gandhi made up his mind. The leaders met again in 
Allahabad, and again they stood by the Delhi manifesto. 
But Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru insisted that the Parliamentary 
debate had shattered all hopes, and it was soon obvious 
that Mr Gandhi toyed with the idea of insisting that the 
recommendations of the manifesto conditioned his accept¬ 
ance of the Viceroy’s invitation. Lord Irwin was on tour, 
and there seems to have been no one capable of telling him 
what doubts were assailing the minds of the Pandit and 
the Mabatma. In the end it was arranged that Mr Gandhi 
should 'meet the Viceroy on 23rd December, and Lord 
Irwin lurried back to his capital. Other leaders satisfied 
them ves that the two men were ready to go to London. 
^Pandit Motilal Nehru speculated on the success of the 
Conference in which, without a doubt, he would have 
excelled. Mr Gandhi was telling everybody about the 
goodness of the Viceroy. On the morning of the 23 rd, 
Lord Irwin arrived in Delhi. A few hundred yards from 
the station a very clever attempt was made to blow up the 
Viceregal train. Violence was certainly stalking through 
the land. 

Within a few hours of the wrecking of the Viceroy’s 
train, the leaders assembled in Viceregal Lodge. Mrs 
Sarojini Naidu, happy at the thought that she might play 
a part in a London Conference, was in an infectiously gay 
mood. Mr Patel, the President of the Legislative Assembly, 
was present. Though he had not the confidence of Mr 
Gandhi and Pandit Motilal Nehru, he, too, expected a 
settlement; and it is a generally accepted belief that, when 
Lord Irwin entered the room, he had in his pocket a list 
of the political prisoners whom he proposed to release. 
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however, that Pandit Motihii Nehru wore a 
look and appeared to avoid his old friends. Mr 
i:; ,;Mhi began by congratulating Lord Irwin on his escape 
"from death. He then went on to ask the Viceroy to give a 
pledge that the Round Table Conference would recommend 
full Dominion Status, and that the British Government 
w'ould implement this recommendation. A deep silence fell 
upon those present. The blow Avas thrust not only at the 
Viceroy, but at aJl others present. Mr Patel and Mrs 
Sarojini Naidu could not understand why they had not 
been Avarned beforehand. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru believed 
himself to be betrayed. Mr Jinnah scented something like 
an anti-Mohammedan conspiracy. Mr Gandhi Avas asking 
for more than the Viceroy could possibly give, and when 
Lord Irwin bade farewell to his visitors, he knew that 
the Round Table Conference AV'Ould meet withr, t the 
representatives of the Congress party. 

It seemed that Mr Gandhi had shattered the key-stone 
of the Viceroy’s policy. But be had done more than that. 
He alienated his party, great though it was, from the rest 
of India. A final break Avith the Mohammedan leaders— 
all except Dr Ansari and his group—was certain. And in 
the Congress itself angry voices Avere heard. Mr Gandhi 
went to the full session of the Congress at Lahore, over 
which Pandit JatA'-aharlal Nehru triumphantly presided. 
Mrs Naidu and Pandit Malaviya follow'ed him. They were 
convinced that their leader had made a profound mistake. 
But Mr Gandhi Avas not to be persuaded. The first year 
of India’s Independence had begun, and Mr Gandhi 
ceremoniously hoisted the national flag. The foreign corre¬ 
spondents who had flocked to Lahore were anxious to know 
when civil disobedience would begin. Mr Gandhi could 
;,ot tell them. India is not yet ripe for civil disobedience, 
he said. i , 
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rcheir duty to control their palates. It happens to he 
II of the easiest things in the world to break the salt laws 

India. In many parts of the Gujerat coast the masses of 
salt lie ready to hand. And where these salt deposits are 
not to be found, the law-breaker has only to dip a bucket 
into the sea, boil the sea-water, and call the sediment, at 
the bottom of the bucket, salt. 

This precisely was what Mr Gandhi proposed to do. 
On 12th March he would leave the ashram and walk, by 
definite stages each day, to Dandi, on the coast. There he 
would manufacture salt, and thus ceremonially defy the 
law. Other acts of civil disobedience would follow the 
breaking of the salt laws, though it was not fpr the moment 
clear what these particular acts were to be. Non-co- 
operation, however, could begin at once, and, accordingly. 
Pandit Motilal Nehru called upon his fellow-Congressmen 
to walk out of the Legislative Assembly: this “ Rump,” he 
said, no longer concerned him. The Presidmt himself 
resigned. A complete boycott of British goods was planned. 
Meanwhile, in the columns of Young India, Mr Gandhi 
was vigorously preaching the gospel of Satyagraha. His 
was a war without hate. The bearer of his ultimatum to the 
Viceroy would be none other than Mr Reginald Reynolds. 
India was to know that Mr Gandhi could number English¬ 
men among his allies. Accordingly, Mr Reynolds, clad in 
khaddar, walked past the mounted that guard the 

entrance to the Viceroy’s oflicial residence. His only con¬ 
cession to the European manner was that he wore a topee 
instead of a Gandhi cap. The message that he bore began : 
“ Dear Friend.” He walked away, however, not with a reply, 
but with a formal acknowledgment, handed to him by the 
Viceroy’s private secretary. The reply came later, when 
Lord Irwin tersely expressed his regret “ to hear that 
Mr Gandhi intended to contravene the law,” 
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is 12th March approached, there were speculations on 
Mr Gandhi’s arrest. Rumour ran through the ashram that 
it would take place on a particular night. When that night 
, arrived, the inmates of the ashram were very restive. They 
lay awake waiting for the sound of the police car. Only 
one of them enjoyed a sound sleep, and that was Mr Gandhi; 
for those who obey the Inner Light have no need to worry. 
Life at the ashram endeavoured to go on sts before. There 
; were prayers in the cool of the evening, and across the 
river still floated the tune of Lead, kindly Light. 

March the 12th arrived. The ashram was astir long 
before dawn. So also was the city of Ahmedabad. Thou¬ 
sands of people crossed the bridge or waded through the 
river, and the crowd which lined the road numbered at 
least one hundred thousand. 

The Mahatma and his chosen band of satyagrahis walked 
at an amazing speed. Almost the entire ashram endeavoured 
to walk the first half-mile with them. Mr Reynolds was 
holding little children by the hand. At the rear of the 
procession ; came a well-groomed pony, which a lady had 
presented to the Mahatma for use whenever he was tired. 

“ Gandhi as Godiva,” cabled a journalist to some popular 
London newspaper. The pony was eventually returned to 
the donor. The Anglo-Indian Press poked uproarious fun 
at the march, and then, as soon as Mr Gandhi had left the 
neighbourhood of Ahmedabad, it assumed ignorance of 
what was going on. The following band of journalists grew 
smaller and eventually disappeared. Mrs Sarojini Naidu, 
drinking tea in the Taj Mahal Hotel with English and 
Indian friends, discussed the situation with some uncer¬ 
tainty. But wherever Mr Gandhi went he found little 
groups of kindly peasants. They were far more eager to 
receive him now than when he toured Kaira as a recruiting 
officer during the Great War. Yet those who drove down 
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the dusty road which was leading Mr Gandhi to the sea 
.noticed that the scene was quite unchanged. Peasants were 
working quietly in their fields, and travellers trudging along 
the road salaamed the sahibs, as though the soul of India 
remained as subservient as it was before. 

When Mr Gandhi was within sight of the sea, Mrs Naidn 
left her Bombay hotel and hurried by train and car to 
Dandi. She wished to see her political gtirii defy the law, 
and when he waded into the sea she stood at the water’s 
edge in her flowing w/. “ Hail, deliverer! ” she cried, as 
Mr Gandhi returned with a bucket of sea-water ready for 
the cauldron. Elsewhere in India people were breaking the 
salt laws. Fashionable ladies in Bombay walked in pro¬ 
cession to the sands at Chaupati and noticed gleefully that 
a battery of cameras.was focussed upon their buckets and 
their saris. The Revohition had begun. 

Still the Government hesitated to arrest Mr Gandhi, 
who soon grew tired of the monotonous, if salubrious, sur¬ 
roundings of Dandi. A satyagrahi overcomes his adversary 
with love; the Government of India was crippling its rebel 
with inexhaustible patience and kindness. In the end, car 
and train brought Mr Gandhi to Bombay. And there the 
boycott of British goods was yielding strange results. The 
mill industry was at a standstill. Cotton brokers v/ere 
almost without occupation. A heavy reduction in the 
English staff of various firms was about to begin. British 
industry, which seemed to be firmly rooted in Bombay, 
realized that it w'as being undermined by the only effective 
instrument public opinion can adopt; for, no matter how 
many arrests are made, people cannot be forced to buy 
goods against their will. Women were supporting the 
Civil Disobedience movement with unparalleled eagerne.ss. 
Daughters of the oldest merchant-houses in Bombay stood 
outside the liquor-shops and the large European shops in 
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main streets dissuading many from entering; and 
, before long they had opened their own khaddar and 
swadeshi shops, where the articles displayed were often so 
attractive and beautiful that it was difficult for even the most 
loyal Englishwoman to pass them by. * 

Satyagraha is a hard discipline. Abdul Gaffar Khan 
believed that it could be imposed upon the Pathans and 
frontier tribesmen who inhabit the neighbourhood of 
Peshawar. He was soon called the “Frontier Gandhi.” 
Many instances are recorded of herculean Pathans refusing 
to return the blows of the police and the military; but 
even if Gujerat was ripe for Civil Disobedience, Peshawar 
certainly v/as not, and never has been. There were ugly 
• scenes. Rioting also broke out in Chittagong, and it became 
almost unfair to punish the rioters of Peshawar and 
Chittagong—or indeed any of the Congress leaders—with¬ 
out arresting the pioneer of the Revolution. The arrest 
accordingly took place, on 5th May. The Government did 
not want another spectacular trial, and to avoid this it 
exercised its rights under a Bombay Ordinance, introduced 
in 1827, which enabled it to imprison Mr Gandhi “ as a 
menace to public order ” without trial. He returned to 
Yeravda Gaol, not as a convict, but as a detenu. 

Mr Abbas Tyebji took Mr Gandhi’s place as temporary 
President of the Indian National Congress. In a few days, 
however, he also was arrested, and Mrs Naidu became the 
next President. Her first task was to lead a procession of 
satyagrahis who were to make salt from sea-water. The 
route was blocked by a group of policemen. Whereupon, 
satyagrahis sat by the roadside, and Mrs Naidu began 
to write letters. On the other side sat the police. The ; 
enemies were determined to wear each other out. In the , 
end, however, they dispersed by mutual agreement. It was! 
soon Mrs Naidu’s turn to be arrested, but there was a,ti 
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Acting President to succeed her; and, indeed, no matter 
how many arrests were made, the Congress was never 
without an Acting President and an Acting Working 
Committee. Prisoners increased and multiplied. At one time, 
no less than sixty thousand men and women were behind 
prison walls. Here and there rioting took place. Martial 
law "Was proclaimed in Sholapur. In Bengal a terrorist 
movement, for which Mr Gandhi has never been responsible, 
still claimed its victims. Yet in all essentials it was a non¬ 
violent revolution. Nothing impressed Englishmen more 
than this refusal to offer physical resistance. Englishmen 
would drink their tea on the lawn of the Bombay Gymkhana 
and watch a great gathering of Congressmen on the maidan, 
of which the Gymkhana lawn forms part. Then mounted 
sowars arrived and cleared the maidan. Congressmen ran 
in all directions. But the English w'^ere always perfectly 
safe. It is not surprising, therefore, that some of the hardest 
among them sickened at the sight of policemen beating 
pacifists with their lathis. 

Even at this late hour, Lord Irwin did not altogether 
despair of winning Mr Gandhi to acquiescence, if not 
participation, in the Round Table Conference, He not only 
permitted leaders like Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr 
Jayaker to visit Yeravda Gaol, but he brought to Yeravda 
all the members of the original Working Committee of the 
Congress who had been imprisoned. Some of the London 
newspapers were indignant, but there was little that 
Lord Irwin would not risk for the sake of a fully repre¬ 
sentative Round Table Conference. In July the Simon 
Commission—nearly three years after its appointment- 
published its Report. It was unanimous, and the British 
.like all-party agreements. It was progressive; it sanctioned, 




dot instance, provincial autonomy, which implied popular 
control of law and order, and it recommended the sever- 
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ance of Burma from India; it destroyed once and for all 
the fear that the British Government would ever sanction 
a return to the Morley-Minto reforms. But there was not a 
man in India who believed that the Simon Report would 
gain acceptance from any party. The Simon Report, in 
fact, fell dead from the Press. 

There were occasional signs of weariness with the 
struggle. Pandit Motilal Nehru came down to Bombay, 
and apparently expressed dismay at the turn of events. 
He adm '.tted that he wanted to call off Civil Disobedience. 
A police officer, hearing this, hurried to the Secretariat. 
But not even the serious economic and industrial plight of 
Bombay could prevent the Governor and the leading 
officers of the Government from migrating to Mahableshwar, 
more than four thousand feet above sea-level, during the hot 
weather. The police officer’s vitally important information 
: passed through various stages to the “ proper authorities ” 
at Mahableshwar. In the interval. Pandit Motilal Nehru left 
the Bombay Presidency, and was almost immediately arrested. 


The efforts of the Moderates were fruitless. But Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru never lost an opportunity of assuring 
Lord Irwin that he and his colleagues would do all in 
their power to make the Conference a success. There were 
jubilant scenes when Maulana Mohammed Ali—now an 
invalid and near to death—and Maulana Shaukat Ali 
sailed from Bombay. Thousands of Mohammedans cheered 
them. While Dr Ansari and Mr Abbas Tyebji kept aloft- 
the banner of Nationalist Mohammedanism, the great mass ; ; 
of political Mohammedans applauded all that the Ali 
brothers were doing. Communalism maimed the Civil 
Disobedience movement from the start. With the Ali 
brothers sailed many of the Princes and other delegates to 
the Round Table Conference. The Nationalist Press, 
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angered by the impressive representation that the Confer¬ 
ence was to have, resolved to ignore the Conference, as 
the Anglo-Indian Press, to its cost, had resolved to with¬ 
hold descriptions of Mr Gandhi’s march to Dandi. But 
the progress of the Round Table Conference was too 
important to be ignored. India’s political centre had shifted 
once again to London. 

• • • • • • • 

The London crowd stood for hours outside the Houses 
of Parliament waiting for a glimpse of the King, who 
opened the Conference, and the Princes of India. To its 
great disappointment, several of the Princes discarded 
their magnificent robes, and wore instead their frock-coats 
and silk hats. Here was no riot of colour for the popular 
newspapers to describe in their leading columns; but then 
a number of popular newspapers had decided not * to 
“ feature ” the opening of the Round Table Conference 
at all. A new and pernicious doctrine, that a s)rmpathetic 
knowledge of India is incompatible with patriotism, was 
coming speedily into fashion. 

Fortunately, the final session of the Round Table 
Conference received ample attention from responsible news¬ 
papers. There were no sporting events and no international 
crises to diminish its lustre. Mr Ramsay MacDonald 
himself was at the beck and call of almost all the delegates. 
He had obviously decided that a successful Indian policy 
should be the distinguishing mark of what Was likely to 
be a brief ministerial career. It was not, however, until 
the New Year that the proceedings of the Conference 
marked a definite stage in India’s history. Inevitablyi the 
real work was still being done behind the scenes. Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru had completed long ago his scheme 
for an All-India Federation. More than that, he had won 
the consent of progressive princes like the Maharajah of 
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iBikaher and the Nawab of Bhopal. The dhan^ellor of the 
Chamber of Princes himself, the Maharajah of PaUiaJa, was 
raising no objections. Then the spokesmen of the leading 
States gave their approval. Sir Akbar Hydari, representing 
none other than the Nizam of Hyderabad, declared for 
Federation. So also did Sir Mirza Ismael, the Dewan of 
Mysore. Colonel K. N. Haksar, a cousin of Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru and the Nehrus, who had a watching brief for 
Kashmir and Gwalior, was sympathetic. On 5th January, 
therefore. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru solemnly propounded the 
scheme for All-India Federation. In return for responsible 
government at the Centre, he said, the Indian leaders 
were prepared to accept all the reasonable limitations that 
the British Government might wish to impose. It was a 
great speech. Henceforvi^ard the cry of Federation was to 
replace the cry of Dominion Status. A comprehensive 
scheme was to be applicable to all the territorial distinctions 
and minority problems of -India. Moreover, responsibility 
at the Centre implied a princely partnership in the control 
of India. Conservative and progressive forces were to work 
in unison. The authors of the Simon Report knew that 
Federation was desirable; but they never supposed that 
the Princes would agree to the limitations upon their 
sovereignty which Federation implies. Lord Irwin, fully 
acquainted with the Nehru Report, had no doubt that 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru would like to press for Federation. 
But that he had allies—and many of them—among the 
Princes was hitherto beyond his knowledge, and beyond 
his hopfes. Yet the Maharajah of Bikaner’s eloquent support 
of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru was applauded by his brother 
Princes. Princely co-operation changed the entire tone of 
opposition, both among Conservatives in England and 
among Congressmen in India. Lord Reading, the ex- 
Viceroy, who had been so critical of Lord Irwin’s invitation 
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to the Ro’iind Table Conference and the accompanying 
declaration that the goal of British policy in India was 
Domiilion Status, rose at last to support Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru. Liberal support for Mr Ramsay MacDonald w’as 
fissured. 

Civil Disobedience still raged in India. Yet common 
sympathies were drawing people of the various communities 
together. There was something very like national mourning 
when Maulana Mohammed Ali, unable to stand the strain 
of the Conference any longer, took to his bed and died. 
Congress new'spapers foTind that they were instinctively 
paying glowing tribute to a man who had persuaded his 
community to support the Conference. The prisons were 
still full. But tales of genuine suffering were heard every¬ 
where, and the Times of India was advocating improved 
conditions for political prisoners. The English community 
was very seriously hit. Scarcely a mill was working full 
time, though the mills of Ahmedabad were flourishing. 
In Ahmedabad successful mill-owners were contributing 
generously to the Congress funds. A new Congress Hall 
was built, and Englishmen noted that the fans, or punkahs, 
which had been installed were of British manufacture. The 
Indian mill-owners of Ahmedabad were flourishing at the 
expense of the Indian mill-owners of Bombay. It was 
impossible to ruin Englishnien-^-and many of them were 
ruined—without bringing disaster to their Indian associates. 
It was certainly never Mr Gandhi’s desire to see the 
dark satanic mills ” of Ahmedabad increase in number. 
Civil Disobedience, alas, was not so pure a movement as 
he wished it to be. Congress activities at their worst are 
mean and contemptible. But at their best—who does not 
honour the man or woman who passively receives injuries 
and suffers imprisonment in the belief that thus freedom 
is won for the country? 
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■ The English were sick of warfare, and perhaps, in the 
final analysis, Mr Gandhi was right: suffering had made 
his countrjmien worthy of freedom. Nor w£S the lesson of 
suffering lost upon Englishmen in London. Almost every 
Hindu delegate who spoke had some relative or close 
friend in prison. They had risked their reputations and 
many other things by visiting London in the middle of a 
Civil Dviobedience movement. It was intolerable that they 
should return to India empty-handed. None the less, they 
required Mr Ramsay MacDonald’s vigorous speech at the 
closing meeting in order to assure themselves that the 
battle for Federation had been won. 


As the boat . took them back to Bombay, the delegates 
met to prepare a manifesto to the nation. It was difficult 
to reach complete unanimity. Day after day their meeting 
was adjourned. At one time the delegates despaired of their 
ability to produce a unanimous manifesto, though the call 
of patriotism triumphed in the end and, as soon as they 
reached Bombay, they were able to issue a sound and 
sober statement on the situation. Lord Irwin, quickly 
seizing the opportunities which this situation offered, 
ordered the unconditional release of Mr Gandhi and 
members of the original Working Committee of the' 
Congress, so that they might reconsider their Civil Dis¬ 
obedience movement in the light of what had happened at 
the Round Table Conference. “ Is it not now ^ ossible,” 
he asked the Legislature, “ for those responsible ic-, this 
policy to try another course that in the light, on the one 
hand, of the sinister events in India, and, on the other, of 
the encouragement oifered to India by the progress of the 
Conference in England, would seem to be a more excellent 
way? ” Mr Gandhi and Mrs Naidu left Yeravda Gaol 
together and made for Bombay. Within a few hours Mrs 
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Naidu had instaJled herself once again in her rooms in 
the Taj Mahal Hotel, and Mr Gandhi was addressing a 
packed ipeeting on the maidan. Very soon, however, both 
Mr Gandhi ana Mrs Naidu left for Allahabad, where they 
might meet other members of the Working Committee and 
hear from Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru himself a report on the 
activities of the Round Table Conference, 

Pandit Motilal Nehru was also in Allahabad, i'ut his 
days were numbered. The strain of prison-life undermined 
his health, and although the Government had released him, 
on grounds of ill-health, some weeks beforehand, strength 
steadily diminished. Once this lover of “ all beauteous 
things ” asked for a looking-glass, so that he might see 
whether illness had impaired his features. He could not 
bear the vision the mirror held up to him. He was ready 
to die. At his bedside stood, not the menials with which 
he once surrounded himself, but the emaciated figure of 
India’s Mahatma., One of the strangest partnerships the 
world has known was about to end. 

Though Mr Gandhi and his chosen colleagues were 
now released from prison, it was still necessary to decide 
whether or not the Congress should accept Lord Irwin’s 
offer of peace and in what manner the Congress should 
call off Civil Disobedience. How long the Congress could 
have maintained Civil Disobedience was a matter of keen 
dispute. Many supporters of the Government argued that 
funds w re low and that, given another two months, the 
poliq could have crushed the movement altogether. In 
the Congress there were enthusiasts who believed that in 
a few months’ time the Government of India would have 
surrendered completely, with the result that the British 
Gbvernment would confer, not with the leaders of the 
various parties outside the Congress, but with the leaders 
of the Congress alone. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr 
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;] were by no means to accept a truce 
without stiffening their demands. They would have liked 
Mr Gandhi to be as truculent as he was in the Decenlber 
of 1929, 

Mr Gandhi, how'^ever, was in a mood for peace. Behind 
prison bars he had witnessed both the triumph and the de¬ 
generation of Satyagraha. Rich men were reaping the profits 
intended for the peasants. And what could the Congress 
put in the place of an All-India Federation with a Federal 
Government responsible not to the British Parliament, but 
to the will of Indian electors? Without Pandit Motilal 
Nehru, Mr Gandhi would lose some of his zest for the 
struggle. 

A difficult phase had begun. When Mr Gandhi was 
released from gaol in 1924 he found other men contending 
for the leadership of the Congress. He returned to leader¬ 
ship late in 1928, only because other men were fighting 
furiously among themselves, and it was necessary to 
summon a man who had lived in retirement and was, 
therefore, unshackled by recent petty disputes. During the 
struggle, Mr Gandhi was the' one leader whom inflamed 
men and women were prepared to follow. Someone said 
of Kitchener that he was not a great man, but a great 
poster. Mr Gandhi w^as India’s patriotic poster. He could 
win a non-violent war; but could he win the peace? Mrs 
Naidu’s intuition told her that, in time, the extremists 
would unduly influence Mr Gandhi’s mind, forcing him 
to demand concessions which the Government could not 
grant. She soon decided that discussions must take place 
not between representatives of the Government and repre¬ 
sentatives of the Congress, but between Lord Irwin and 
Mr Gandhi alone. The two men—the one representing 
the might of the British raj, and the other representing the 
popular will of the Congress—were to be closeted together 
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i-ii^ntil they hammered out an agreement. Lord Irwin heard 
of the' proposal, and since he was ready to stake everything 
for the sake of Congress participation in the Conference, 
\yi gave an eager consent. In due course Mr Gandhi asked 
/for, and obtained, his first interview. 

Outwardly, Mr Gandhi was now at the height of his 
power. His leadership was followed gladly by men and 
women who were not to know how precarious his position 
with the Working Committee might occasionally become. 
Here was his opportunity to introduce to India a new era 
of temperance and simplicity. He was to the last a social 
reformer, and as he walked past the mounted outside 

the Viceroy’s house in New Delhi, which Lord Irwin was 





i 






If: 






Hill. 




Wi 


now occupying for the first time, he must have decided 
that all this pomp was quite unnecessary; for when, a few 


weeks later, the Congress met in full session at Karachi, 


he proposed that henceforward the Viceroy should receive 
a salary not exceeding five hundred rupees a month. And 
from his own point of view he was right. The future 
representative of the King-Emperor would not suffer loss 
of dignity in a Gandhi raj even if he shared the common 
life of the ai7zr(2w. 


Thus began those intimate conversations between the 
Viceroy and the Mahatma which sent old clubmen into 
paroxysms of rage and created for Lord Irwin a place 
among “ the small group of the greater Viceroys,” There 
are only two men who can leave for posterity a true account, 
or even an approximately true account, of these conversa¬ 
tions. They are Lord Irwin and Mr Gandhi. Them talk 
ranged over all aspects of the situation. New Delhi was 
alive with rumours. It was said that when Lord Irwin 
received Mr Gandhi during one of his weekly days of 
silence, the Viceroy’s study was soon littered with pieces 
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of paper on which Mr Gandhi had written his st 
and interrogations. It was also said that a member . ^ 

Viceroy’s staff paced up and down the corridor impatien 
and when at last he had the courage to enter the study, h 
found fvord Irwin carefully explaining to Mr Gandhi the 
Greek text of a certain passage in the Sermon on the 
Mount. Whether or not this was true, the journalistic 
imagination, then heavily at work, could not mar the 
strange, the almost heroic, character of these conversations. 
The task of these two men was fraught with many perils. 
Lord Irwin could not risk repudiation by the British, 
Government, nor could Mr Gandhi risk repudiation by 
the Congress. There were limits to the concessions which 
each could make. They remained party leaders, though 
they spoke to each other as man to man. It was only to be 
expected that Mr Gandhi, having begun Civil Disobedience 
by breaking the salt laws, should ask for the abolition of 
the tax on salt. Lord Irwin had to explain that, since the 
Civil Disobedience shook the financial stability of India, 
it was more than ever impossible to abolish the salt tax. 
Lord Irwin could not countenance a deliberate boycott of 
British goods. At the same time, he recognized that a 
campaign of “ Buy Indian ” in India is as legitimate as a 
campaign of “ Buy British ” in England. He also recognized 
that if the Congress leaders called off Civil Disobedience, 
the Government must release all political prisoners not 
guilty of violent crime and withdraw all the Ordinances 
imposed during the Civil Disobedience movement. So far, 
agreement was not too difficult. But Lord Irwin never 
forgot the need for making the excellent results of the first 
session of the Round Table Conference permanent. He 
was determined that, when the Round Table Conference 
assembled for the second time, in the autumn. Congressmen 
should be among the delegates* If necessary, they should 
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.ielegation proportionate in size to their influence 
rr ; *xa. Lord Irwin, therefore, sought to persuade Mr 
^dhi that India needed a Federal Government limited 
. y certain safeguards and reservations. In other words, 
.^whether Congressmen attended the second^onference or 
not, the work of the Conference was not to be undone. 

: Such a position did not entirely please the Working 

Committee. It meant that, in spite of the success of the 
. Civil Disobedience movement, the Moderates and others 
who attended the Conference had stolen their thunder. 
They asked for a stiffening of demands. Above all, they 
insisted upon an inquiry into police atrocities. 

Yet, whatever the Working Committee might say. Lord 
Irwin’s appeal was irresistible. The two men sat talking 
until midnight. No final agreement had been reached, and 
the Viceroy, w'ho was tired, suggested a further meeting. 
“ Good night, Mr Gandhi,” he said, “ and my prayers go 
with you.” Had the Mahatma, when he sought for signs 
of “ a change of heart ” in the administration, ever dreamed 
that a Viceroy would speak to him in this earnest fashion } 
Lord Irwin, in treating with him at all, incurred the wrath 
of more than half his political friends in England. His 
stake had been co-operation with the Congress. If the 
Congress failed him, his reputation as a great Viceroy 
would be shattered. It was Mr Gandhi’s duty—indeed, it 
was his privilege—not to let the Viceroy down. The paths 
of the two men converged at last. The khaddar-<dzA ” half- 
naked fakir ’’ and the tall Etonian beheld together a vision 
of the new India. 

Still the Working Committee demanded an inquiry into 
the behaviour of the police. When the Provincial Governors 
last met in New Delhi, Lord Irwin had given them a 
solemn assurance that he would sanction no inquiry. He 
was not going back on his word. If Mr Gandhi was right 





IS Mr Giiiidhi 1 

g Committee ofe^fciHig his frfend,.the greatest of all 
l^e Englishmen with^whc^ he had co-operated, into 
contempt? lie knew his owm reputation for 
‘^[■fel^^ln^cy.'In.the past, obstinacy combined^wrdi r^hteous- 
been ah effectep poHtical weapoik But he never 
®|y#ed obstinacy for its=6wn s^e. He ' refused to proseeute; 
p|||ji^her the' sentry outside President Kroger’s hssise, who;-^ 
icnt^ed him down, or the P^an who wounded him as 
he was making his way to the rqgistration office in Johann^- 
Assuming that the aflhgations of police atrocities 
\wre true, dKd they justify a prosecution of the police ? In 
the end it was the strength of Satyi^raka, not the weakness 
of a political sitaahoft, which compelled Mr Gandhi to ; 
give way; and, while reports of a final breakdown of ne^fia- ' 
tions were circulating through New Delhi, Mr Gandhi 
told Lord Irwin that he was ready to sign the Pact. 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

After the Pact 

^ For the last time Mr Gandhi walked down the steps of 
the Viceroy’s house. The fateful news spread swiftly 
through the country. Families made eager preparations to 
welcome members who, in a few hours’ time, would be 
released from prison. In the little cafes and on the lawns 
and verandahs of the clubs, there was a buzz of animated 
conversation. Tokens of the boycott disappeared abruptly; 
and a wealthy attired Parsi—the contemporary 

of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru at Harrow—who had ostenta¬ 
tiously retired from every social club of which Englishmen; 
Were members, walked over the maidan in Bombay to 
renew old friendships with the 

Soon after the signing of the Irish Treaty, a Treasury 
official drew shrieks of laughter from Mr Lloyd George’s 
grandchildren by pirouetting along the corridors of No. lo 
Downing Street. Such hilarity in the official sanctuaries 
of Delhi was hardly to be expected. The Delhi Pact 
^appeared to be the final blow at the great bureaucracy 
of the British raj. Older members of the Civil Service 
knew that the spirit of the times was against them, but 
they knew also that they could render a good account of 
! their stewardship. They had tried to check the Liberal 
tendencies of their Viceroy, and they had failed. And yet 
even among them there was not unanimity. If the secretariat 
in Delhi and Simla seemed too remote to concern itself 
with National aspirations, there were men in the districts 
who knew how to judge its enormous strength. They were 
ready to acclimatize themselves to new conditions, and when 
they saw the spirit of the Viceroy, whom they scarcely 
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ever met, they recognized it as their own. At a dinn^f."’ 
an elderly civil servant declared that if, thirty years 
he and his friends had known that it was to be their du 
to imprison men and women for the honourable offence of 
patriotism they would not have joined the Service. “ That is 
the man,” Mr Vallabhbliai Patel told an English friend, “ to 
whom we shah give high office when we have won swaraj.” 

The police, like the older members of the Civil Service, 
had their doubts. They were prepared loyally to carry out 
the terms of this strange Pact. They were grateful to a 
Viceroy wffio was ready to wreck the negotiations rather 
than agree to an inquiry into allegations of police brutalities. 
Yet some were heard confessing to their friends that the 
Viceroy had made a most inopportune surrender. In two 
|months’ time, they insisted, Congress would have been 
;down on its knees, discredited and bankrupt. Their views 
found an unconscious echo in the London Press. India’s 
misfortune, declared one of the English newspapers, is that 
she has not one Mahatma, but.two—a Mahatma in the 
Sabarmati ashram and another in the Viceioy’s house. 
And, indeed, to many Englishmen, as to Mr Winston 
Churchill, there seemed to be something nauseating and 
degrading in the spectacle of a disbarred member of the 
Inner .Temple, now a seditious fakir, walking half-naked 
Up the steps of the Viceroy’s palace to confer on equal 
terms with the representative of the King-Emperor. Such 
views, whether they won the sympathy or the amused 
contempt of Englishmen in India, served only to remind 
them that opinion in London could now do nothing to 
rescind what had been accomplished. Churchilhan phrases, 
however picturesque, had become innocuous. Lord Carson’s 
greatest speech was delivered in the House of Lords 
soon after the signing of the Irish Treaty—and Parliament 
had met only to give legislative sanction to a definite 



jnent. If Lord Imin had betrayed his countrymeaj, 
instances made that betrayal absolute and irrevocable. 

j Lord Irwin watched the “ half-naked fakir walk aw'ay 
from the Palace, which so ill corresponded with his own 
temperament and ambitions, he knew that men might 
judge him harshly. But it was not his fault that the issues 
which affect the destinies of India are now decided in 
India itself. He had pursued a policy already shaped by 
Lord Chelmsford and Lord Reading, and by the Viceroys 
before them. The venture to which he had committed the 
Empire might be new: it was none the less inevitable. The 
reward that he might receive for his leadership scarcely 
mattered. If need be, he would retire to Garrowby, as a 
kinsman had retired to FaUoden. Not for nothing is Lord 
Irwin the great-grandson of Lord Grey of the Reform Bill. 

For Mr Gahdhi, the consequences of the Pact were 
incontrovertible. The Viceroy treated him as the spokes¬ 
man of India. Public opinion enthroned him, and the 
throne involves rivalry. As the car drove him from the 
Viceroy’s house to Dr Ansari’s house, where his colleagues 
awaited him, he must have wondered wLat reception the . 
Working Committee of Congress would accord him. He 
had wrenched one concession from the Viceroy after 
another. He stood stubbornly before Lord Irwin and 
demanded an inquiry into allegations against the police. 
Embittered members of Congress were determined that 
this inquiry should be held. But the Viceroy was even 
more stubborn—and Mr Gandhi had given way. That 
surrender would require careful explanation. 

The Woi'king Committee had permitted Mr Gandhi to 
negotiate with Lord Irwin alone. If during those negotia- ■ 
tions Mr Gandhi betrayed the confidence of Congress, he 
alone would receive censure, and the Working Committee 
would be free to repudiate his actions. Pandit Jawaharlal 
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Nehru saw at once that the Delhi Pact was a most effective 
barrier to the realization of a peasants’ republic. .Mr 
Vallabhbhai Patel—the actual President of the Congress\;- 
seems to have been the first to detect the fact that it wa^ 
Lord Irwin and not Mr Gandhi who won all the major 
advantages. Moreover, events were soon to show that 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr Vallabhbhai Patel did 
not stand in isolation. Prisoners recruited from the upper 
classes were often only too anxious to return to the comforts 
of their own houses. Yet even among them there were 
many who said that, since the only result of the Civil 
Disobedience movement was a Pact highly advantageous 
to the Viceroy, their sufferings had been endured in vain. 
There were thousands of volunteers whom Congress had 
paid for their agitations and who, as a result of their Pact, 
were now thrown into unemployment. Intellectual young 
men referred‘apologetically to the Mahatma as a poor old 
gentleman. They admitted that when Mr Gandhi died 
they would revive the struggle: and they would not use 
the methods of non-violence, 

A split in' Congress was likely, and Mr Gandhi saw at 
once that such a split meant a fight between those who 
believed in non-violence and those who cared nothing 
for his own ethics of revolt. Like Rediiiond in Ireland, 
Mr Gandhi had made the mistake of not taking into his 
confidence the leaders of the younger men. Was it not 
probable that, while he conferred day after day with Mr 
Gandhi, Lord Irwin himself suspected that he was negotiat¬ 
ing, not with a leader of the immediate future, but with 
a man who was to pass swiftly out of power and popularity ? 

For the moment, however, the Working Committee was 
concerned with showing a brave face to the delegates 
who, in a few weeks’ time, were to assemble in full Congress 
at Karachi. On the eve of that Congress, Nationalists were. 


"^driven to fury by the aanouncement that a young Congress¬ 
man/was to pay the extreme penalty for having murdered 
a /police officer in Lahore. It was this man, Bhagat Singh, 
-^■^vho, as the police subsequently discovered, threw the 
bombs into the Legislative Assembly. He was handsome 
and attractive. He gathered other young men round him, 
for in peace or. Avar he was destined to be a leader of his 
fellows. In his own fashion, he w^as as much a patriot a.s 
the Congress volunteer who proudly left his home tor 
prison—none the -less, a patriot who believed in violence. 
Yet if any man deserved to die, it was Bhagat Singh. No 
Government that sanctioned capital punishment could have 
saved Bhagat Singh from the gallows: or, if it did, it wmuld 
show the whole world that it was prepared to subordinate 
justice to political convenience. The best Congressmen 
knev; this only too well. They knew also the implacable 
hatred which their country has for the police methods of 
India. The civilian looks upon the policeman—rightly or 
wrongly—as his natural enemy. He does not see the hard¬ 
working, conscientious and liberal-minded man who controls 
the police activities of his district. He is aware only of a 
machine which seems to spy into the most intimate details 
of his life and is ready to convert the generous words of 
youth into threats of treason and sedition. Hundreds of 
/ Congressmen Were ill-disposed to congratulate Mr Gandhi 
upon his willingness to forego an inquiry into police 
’ behaviour, and thus protests against the exiecution of 
i Bhagat Singh became an emotional compensation for the 
loss of a police inquiry. 

And so black flags were waved at a Congress convened 
for the special purpose of deciding how far Mr Gandhi 
and his party should co-operate in the work of the Round 
Table Conference. Mr Gandhi’s own contribution to' the 
proceedings was meagre. He had no policy beyond the 
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one outlined by the Pact. He wanted Hindu-Mosleni unity, 
and he wanted to dedicate himself afresh to the redemp^jon 
of the Untouchables. It was left to other men to frahxe 
the resolution by which the Congress gave a hesitant' 
promise to co-operate in the Round Table Conference. 

“ This Congress,” ran the resolution, “ having considered the 
provisional settlement between th^ Working Committee and the 
Government of India, endorses it, and desires to make it clear that 
the Congress goal oipurna swaraj, meaning complete independence, 
remains intact. In the event of a way remaining otherwise open 
to the Congress to be represented at any Conference with the 
representatives of the British Government, the Congress delega¬ 
tion will work for this goal; and, in particular, so as to give the 
nation control over the Army, external affairs, finance, fiscal and 
economic policy, and to have scmtiny by an impartial tribunal of 
the financial transactions of the British Government in India, and 
i to examine and assess the obligations to be undertaken by India 
or England and the right to either party to end the partnership 
at will: provided, however, that the Congress delegation will be 
free to accept such adjustments as may, be demonstrably necessary 
in the interests of India.” 


The framers of this resolution had, of course, infringed 
the Delhi Pact already. If it represented the mind of 
Mr Gandhi, his visit to London would be useless. The 
more conservative members of the Indian Civil Service 
turned sorrowing eyes to high authority in Delhi. Could 
the Viceroy ignore this resolution ? Could the Secretary of 
State in his proximity to Parliamentary opinion ignore it? 
Yet they did: hoping, perhaps, that Mr Gandhi would also 
ignore it. But Mr Gandhi could not completely liberate 
himself from the fetters of his party. Events were p uli ng. 
He needed advice and sympathy; perhaps even ther^vice 
and sympathy which the Viceroy had liberally bestowed. 
Once again Mr Gandhi and Lord Irwin met. The meeting 
was, however, in Bombay, for his new-found friend was 
on his way to England. The eventful Viceroyalty had come 


to an end. 
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S^io-Indian life, and though this was in part dictated 
economy, it was due chiefly to the gradual but persistent 
undermining of the belief that elaborate ritual and pageantry 
impress the Indian, who, in the long run, pays for the 
spectacle himself. Yet here—beneath the Gateway—stood 
the Viceroy-elect and Lady WUlingdon, as though the old 
domineering Anglo-India still remained. , After five years 
amid the democratic surroundings of Ottawa and the 
Gallic courtesies of old Quebec, was it possible that Lord 
and Lady Willingdon had misunderstood the needs of a 
new India? Or were they loyally obeying an order from 
Whitehall—an order bidding them to restrict some of the 
simplicities of the Irwin regime} No one knew. 

Mr Gandhi was stUl in Bombay. The Viceroy-elect did 
not see him. Again people were puzzled. Perhaps, Lord 
Willingdon was obedient to yet another order from 
Whitehall. Mr Gandhi was the leader of only one of the 
innumerable parties in India; why should he be treated 
with any special consideration? It did not matter that for 
the past few months Mr Gandhi had been actually the 
spokesman of India. Yet outside official circles there were 
men who thought it was worth a little compromise with 
the strictest codes of diplomatic etiquette if Mr Gandhi 
could be brought still more into sympathy with British 
policy. He followed Lord Irwin eagerly once he had come 
to know him. He is at his best with Englishmen. If ever 
he became the Prime Minister of a Federal India his nature 
would compel him to appoint a few Englishmen to his 
Cabinet. What he needs above all things is personal contact 
and personal sympathy. And the new Viceroy was not to 
meet him in Bombay. 

The India Office, near whose door the massive statue of 
Clive stands sentinel, harbours some of the finest talent in 
the world. Ever since Pitt and his contemporaries, smarting 
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['om ti>e memory of the lost American colonies, discovered 
i that Iridla was now the brightest jewel that remained of the 
British :prown, , experts in Whitehall have been exceedingly 
ce:bsciehlious and courteous. There is no office so willing 
to impart infoi^ation or to acquire infomiation from its 
visitors. But for all its fine impartiality the India Office 
cminot escape , the m of Whitehall. It six 

thotrsarid miles from Bombay ancLonly a few hundred yards 
from ,thO Palace of Westminster, where frequently politicians 
who hhow not^^ and care less, threaten to 

embarrass a Government over its Indian policy. The India 
Office, like the Irish Office before it, is doomed to extinc¬ 
tion. The brilliance, the , Courtesy and the sympathy of its 
officers vnll; not save it, because it represents a system that 
has become as archaic-as was before the' 

storming of the Bastille. If on thp eve of Lord Witlingdon’s 
arrival in Bombay the India ^ffjce heeded voices in 
Westminster it must be granted J that those voices were 
ominous. The head of a minority Governmentj. who had 
not the courage to choose a Viceroy from his oy^n party-— 
where ability abounded--may have thdu|hTt%t the Con¬ 
servatives deserved some reassurance. ThOre w4s, indeed, 
something about the hew Viceregal pomp that botled ill 
for ^ the future. "'r-'C';'' 






Mr Gandhi returned to Sabarmati. Outwardly, life in 
the went on as before. Miraben still busied herself 

in the service of this unusual community: men and women 
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“^me and went on the oddest errands: soothsayers arrivec 
to predict trouble or triumph; occasionally, Englishmen 
from the cantonment at Ahmedabad would walk their horses 
through the Sabarmati river and call at the ashram on the 
chance of being able to converse with their neighbours. 

Englishmen, in fact, were no longer afraid of expressing 
their sympathy. In the early days of Civil Disobedience, 
during Lord Reading’s Viceroyalty, personal contact had 
been considered disloyal. When Mr Gandhi agreed to meet 
a few Englishmen in a private house, a Government official 
came in fear and trembling lest Lord Lloyd, who was then 
Governor of Bombay, should hear of his attendance and 
express annoyance. Lord Lloyd has not the patience of 
Lord Irwin, A journalist who reported a meeting between 
Lord Lloyd and Mr Gandhi might have many amusing 
and, instructive things to say; but he could hardly describe 
such a meeting as a conference between two .Mahatmas. 
Yet^ Lord Lloyd has actually more in common with Mr 
Gatfdhi than either of them will admit. Not long ago 
Lord Lloyd said that it was the duty of Conservatives to 
thirik less of the Indian politicians and more of the Indian 
peoples. There is almost a Gandhi ring about those words. 
Both assumed that it was their mission to improve the lot 
of j^he Indian peasant. Both agree that the prime necessity 
of 'India is good government. It is in their interpretation 
of -goodness that they differ. If there is tragedy in the 
economics of swadeshi and the spinning-wheel, there is 
tragedy no less in the tenements which Lord Lloyd built 
for the miU-workers of Bombay and in the ambitious Bach 
Bay reclamation scheme. The tenements are empty: the 
reclamation scheme drained Bombay of its finances. There 
is vision behind I.ord Lloyd’s two gigantic failures. There 
is vision behind the spinning-wheel. Both Lord Lloyd and 
Gandhi have paid dearly for their Himalayan blunders. 
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" V In 1931 there was no Englishman in Bombay of Lord 
Lloyd’s statute to show either friendship or animosity to 
Mr Gandhi; but the desire to express sympathy had 
become far more urgent and widespread. There were older 
men who, while they disliked the destruction of the old 
Anglo-Indian exclusiveness, admitted that it was inevitable. 
Many of their contemporaries, however, were quick to 
welcome the change. Mr J. R. Abercrombie, the President 
of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, had declared, in 
the thick of the Civil Disobedience movement, that English¬ 
men were in complete sympathy with national aspirations: 
all they demand, he said, is the right to trade under fair 
conditions. Still greater eagerness was shown by the 
younger men. Shortly before Lord Irwin was due to Wave 
India, more than a hundred young Englishmen—all of 
them under the age of thirty-five—subscribed their names 
to a farewell letter. “ The burden which your patient state¬ 
craft places upon our shoulders,” they declared, “ is |one 
no adventurous Englishman would wish to cast down. 
Whatever seeming loss there may be in privilege |and 
prestige, there is no loss in the opportunities of personal 
sendee and individual influence. . . . Even if your policy 
had not been marked by the success that is now apparent 
to every impartial observer, we should yet feel compeiled 
to acknowledge the inspiration of your example; for you 
have withstood the most unfair criticism that has bjeen 
levelled at any Viceroy, and when you were charged With 
weakness, you ignored the charge with the quiet dig^ty 
of which strong men alone are capable.” They were riady 
to serve the new India as faithfully as they had served the 
old. They founded a Dinner Club, to which Indians came 
and expounded their views; and when they invited Mr 
Gandhi, he made a special journey from Ahmedabad to 
Bombay, and his drive through the crowded streets 




Taj Mahal Hotel was like a royal procession. Who 
could doubt that Englishmen in London were ready to 
show a similar sympathy and enthusiasm ? 

Yet Mr Gandhi’s heart was sorely troubled. He had to 
go to London with something far more tangible than the 
expressed sympathy of young Englishmen in India. He 
might leave the problems of Federation and Finance to the 
Liberals and the Moderates. His own contribution was 
expected to be a pact between the Hindus and the Moham¬ 
medans and a policy for the redemption of the Untouchables. 
And, in his own heart, did he not know that he was not 
the man to heal the breach between the Hindus and. the 
Mohammedans? Even as Lord Irwin was leaving tlie 
country, Mr Gandhi’s belief that violence begets violence- 
was to receive a striking vindication; for no sooner was 
the news of Bhagat Singh’s execution broadcast through 
the bazars of Cawnpore than there started a grim, communal 
riot, due to the prompt refusal of the Mohammedan shop¬ 
keepers to observe a hartal. The riot ended as a massacre. 
In parts of the city, Hindus outnumbered Mohammedans 
by ten to one. There were streets and alleys in which the 
Hindu rioters completely annihilated the Mohammedan 
population. For days no news came from Cawnpore, 
and the delegates left the Karachi Congress before they 
knew what had happened. It was the blackest day since 
Jalianwalabagh. 

Swiftly on the heels of the Cawnpore riots there followed 
trouble in Kashmir. Kashmir is a Hindu State islanded 
in a Mohammedan world. Nearly all its inhabitants are 
Mohammedans, and there are naturally some bonds of 
sympathy between the Kashmiris and their neighbours, 
the Punjabis and the Afghans. But the dynasty, by no 
means an old one, is Hindu. Immediately below the ruler 
are the Kashmiri Brahmans, who form the aristocracy of 
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" his State., There are probably not more than five thousand 
Kashmiri Brahmans in the whole of India. They are, how- 
, ever, very much to the fore. Among them are Sir Tej 
: Bahadur Sapru, Sir K. N. Haksar and Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru—one, the leading Indian Moderate; the second, an 
adviser to the Princes; the third, the spokesman of Congress 
youth. Their influence gives point to the complaint that 
the Kashmiri Brahmans, while tliey use ‘ the language of 
Gladstoriian Liberalism, think, only of strengthening the 
Brahman hold upon India. But is it their fault that they are 
the victims of a most impressive ancestry—an ancestry 
which makes Englishmen of assumed Norman descent 
parvenus by comparison—that they have inherited large 
property, or that they keep alive a tradition of public 
service.? Aristocracies are apt to be disinterested. Lord i 
Irwin’s great-grandfather, for instance, knew perfectly 
v/cll that he was inviting Englishmen of landed property 
to dismember their OAvn oligarchy by supporting his 
Reform Bill. 

Yet it was, perhaps, hardly fair that these Kashmiri 
Brahmans should advocate democratic principles in British 
India while the State to which they belonged was still 
governed in' a medieval fashion. Mr Gandhi himself has 
been careful never to annoy the ruler of any State. He has 
drawn a close distinction between Indians who are the 
subjects of a Maharajah and Indians who are British 
subjects. But the day has long since vanished when Indian 
States’ subjects can be isolated from the thought and the 
agitations of British India. If there is democracy in the 
Provinces there 'must be—sooner or later—democracy 
in the States. Trouble in Kashmir was but the prelude to 
revolutions—silent or violent—that must take place in 
princely India within the next half-century. No strengthen- 
treaties and sanads, no definitions of paramountcy, 
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c^Tward them off for ever. The Princes who support 
Federation know that they are preparing the way for change. 
In the future they may, perhaps, reign as constitutional 
monarchs: their day as autocratic rulers is about to end. 

Outside Kashmir there are many Mohammedans who 
cherish the.pan-lslamic dreams of a Mohammedan Empire 
stretching from Cairo to Lahore, and the greatest impedi¬ 
ment to this dream is Hindu Kashmir. Kashmir is the 
neighbour of Afghanistan and China. It is not far removed 
from Soviet Russia. The pan-Islamic dream comes nearer 
fulfilment when the key State ceases to be governed by a 
Hindu ruler. And though it is said that this dream has 
not yet entered practical politics, it is at least held tena¬ 
ciously by a few Mohammedan litterateurs, Mr Gandhi is 
not the only leader who believes that “ ideas rule the world.” 
There are, in fact, men who believe that the Indian problem 
will not be finally solved until the country has been par¬ 
titioned. They predict a Mohammedan India in the North 
and a Hindu India in the South. Partition may be a tragedy. 
Yet in Ireland the tragedy has been already enacted. 

Unhappily, Kashmir is not the only State to be isolated 
by an alien religion. It so happened that its plight caused 
grave concern to the greatest of the Mohammedan rulers 
in India. His Exalted Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad 
rules over a State that is as large as Fascist Italy. Though 
this wealthy Prince descends from the last of the Moghul 
Viceroys, and is thus a figure venerated in the Mohammedan 
w'orld, nearly ninety per cent, of his subjects are Hindus. 
If the Kashmiri dynasty is an anachronism, so is a 
Mohammedan Nizam—and the Nizam married his son to 
the daughter of the last of the Caliphs. Mohammedans had 
only to rise against the Maharajah of Kashmir and the 
Hindus w'ould retaliate by expelling the Nizam. Against 
such a background there was something almost preposterous 
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SuE^I^NLY the work achieved by the Round Table Con- 

fereni^ seemed to be undone. The blow came from a most 
unexpected quarter. The Maharajah of Patiala announced 
that hoi^io longer believed in Federation. The Maharajah 
of Patiala is the Disraeli of India, and in his youth he was 
the handsomest and probably the most athletic of all the 
Indian Princes. As Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes 
he came to London for the first session of the Round Table 
Conference. He liked London. Unfortunately, he liked 
Paris still more, and he had a truly Disraelian distaste for 
conferences. The Chancellor was compelled to sign many 
documents, and some of them , extolled the virtues of 
Federation. The signing of documents, however, is not 
work, and the industrious Maliarajah of Bikaner—the 
Gladstone of India—soon found that all the work was 
faUing to him. It is not, perhaps, surprising that on his 
return to India the Maharajah of Patiala should have failed 
to be re-elected as Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes. In 
his place sat the youthful Nawab of Bhopal, a Mohammedan 
Prince who is known to be a warm friend and admirer 
of Mr Gandhi. The Maharajah of Patiala did not like his 
defeat. Yet he detennined to be a diligent student of. the 
affairs of the Conference. In the calmer environriient of his 
own capital, he was able to re-read the weight)' documents 
to which he had appended his signature while he was in 
London. They caused him to develop moral doubts. 

The Maharajah managed to gather other Princes round 
him. Not a few came from Kathiawar, where Ota and 
Kaba Gandhi are no longer remembered. Their chief 
249 
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^uld be postponed until the Conference actually met 
in London. 


While the Maharajah of Patiala was striding through the 
Taj Mahal Hotel with his aged adviser, a far more significant 
event took place behind the scenes of the Congress Working 
Committee. This was nothing less than a revolt against the 
Gandhi autocracy. Mr Gandhi, realizing that Hindu- 
Moslem unity was not possible, announced that he would 
not go to London. 

The Working Committee decided otherwise. It had 
suddenly developed views of its own, and those views were 
not of the Mahatma’s making. There were members, like 
Mrs Sarojini Naidu, who sincerely wanted the Conference 
to succeed, and the Liberal leaders were relying upon them 
to bring Mr Gandhi to reason. There were others, like 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr Vallabhbhai Patel, who 
were in no mood to exonerate Mr Gandhi from the con¬ 
sequences of the Delhi Pact. It was not their fault that the 
Delhi Pact had committed Mr Gandhi to a policy not 
strictly in accordance with Congress views. Mr Gandhi, 
for all his prestige, was not the President of the Congress. 
That honour fell to Mr Vallabhbhai Patel, and perhaps 
there were moments when he sincerely beUeved that he 
would make a better leader than Mr Gandhi. Mr Patel was 
more prepared to listen to advice, even when that advice 
came from Englishmen. He had been a first-class President 
of the Municipal Council in Ahmedabad. He had con¬ 
structive ability. More extreme than the Mahatma, he was 
less erratic, and when he spoke few could pretend to mis¬ 
understand what he was saying. Outside the Working 
Committee there were men who openly declared that Mr 
Gandhi’s visit to London would enable either Mr Patel or 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to capture the leadership of the 
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The great temptation was overcome. Dr Arnbedkfiar 
vowed that he would serve his community, and one day he 
returned quietly to India. He did not know that his com¬ 
munity would eventually make him a leader. Mr Gandhi’s 
leadership is sentimental and assumed. Dr Ambedkhar’s 
leadership is actual. In the summer of 1931 Mr Gandhi 
had to think of Federation, Hindu-Mohammedan unity, 
the implementing of the Delhi Pact, and many other things 
besides. Dr Ambedkhar thought only of the defence of hi^ 
community. He knew, moreover, that he was an abler 
man than the Mahatma. Their temperaments were bound 
to clash. 

Hitherto, not even his worst enemies had accused Mr 
Gandhi of indifference to the Untouchables. Why should 
his authority now be challenged by the Untouchables 
themselves? The attack wounded him deeply. He could 
bring with him neither Hindu-Mohammedan unity nor 
proposals that would assure the welfare of the Untouch¬ 
ables. . . . The seeds that brought the second Round 
Table Conference to ruin were already sown. It was in¬ 
credible that—in the face of this double defeat—his friends 
should wish Mr Gandhi to go to London at all. His task 
would be hopeless. Moreover, the Congress had no alterna¬ 
tive to the constitutional proposals made by Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, Mr Jayipir and the Maharajah of Bikaner. Its 
representatives—whether they were a group of men or 
Mr Gandhi alone—would have either to endorse all that 
was done at the first Conference or else conspire to bring 
the Conference to failure. To conspiracy Mr Gandhi would 
not agree. If he went to London at all, it would be for the 
purpose of peace. But if he sat at the Round Table and 
approved what Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr Jayakar 
were doing, then his extremist followers would declare that 
he was betraying them. Mr Gandhi could not hope to 
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- ^control Indian opinion six thousand miles away. Congress¬ 
men would do to him what the Afghans had recently 
done to their King, and what, twelve years before, the 
Americans had done to their President. 

ITiere was only one way of escape. Mr Gandhi would 
force a quarrel with either the Government of India or 
the Government of Bombay. He turned once more to the 
Delhi Pact. His lieutenants were collecting volumes of 
incriminatory evidence. The Pact, for one thing, was 
proving difficult to implement. There were mistakes, par¬ 
ticularly during the first few weeks. The most conscientious 
Collectors in India were unable to produce faultless officers, 
still less ideal conditions for the fulfilment of their tasks; 
and mistakes are easy to magnify. By confining his attentions 
to Gujerat, Mr Gandhi had ample material with which to 
force a quarrel with the Government of Bombay. Sir 
Frederick Sykes, the Governor, had recently gone home 
on sick leave. In his absence. Sir Ernest Hotson assumed 
the responsibilities of Acting-Governor. Sir Ernest is an 
able and conscientious Indian Civil Servant of the old 
school, and he has managed successfully to live down an 
early reputation for being a Scottish Radical. There is no 
man who has—behind the fagade of Scottish cautiousness 
— a more generous love for India. But he could not forgive 
Mr Gandhi for his assault upon the administration, when 
every civil servant under his leadership was sincerely 
endeavouring to carry out the terms of the Delhi Pact. 
Mr Gandhi’s criticisms, he suspected, were just a trick to 
save himself from the duty of going to London, and 
Sir Ernest is a bureaucrat who detests the wiles of the 
politician. 

Mr Gandhi’s own friends grew anxious. The delegates 
to the Conference were assembling in Bombay. In a day 
or two the Mooltan would sail for Europe. Mrs Naidu gazed 
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anxiously at the saris she expected to wear when she called 
on her friends in London. What would happen? At the 
last minute Mr Gandhi was complaining about infringe¬ 
ments in which few seriously believed. Then he took the 
train to Ahmedabad. The Mooltan sailed without its 
principal passenger. Preparations for an adequate supply 
of goat’s milk had been a waste of time. 


Once the delegates were on board the MooltaA they 
realized that the absence of Mr Gandhi would profoundly 
affect their own fortunes at the Conference. The Princes 
who supported Federation and the Liberal delegates were 
unmistakably distressed. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr 
Jayakar might be the last people to be impressed by 
Mahatma-worship. None the less, they were men without 
a party. They were, as someone said, “ amiable -gentlemen 
who represented no one but themselves.” They might 
devise a perfect Federal Constitution for India; but with¬ 
out a party they were helpless. If they had the brains, 
Mr Gandhi had the party. The rank and file among 
Congressmen were not to know how strained were Mr 
Gandhi’s relations with Dr Ambedkhar, nor how energetic¬ 
ally other Mohammedan leaders repudiated Dr Ansari’s 
claim to be the spokesman of a Nationalist Mohammedan 
public. For the rank and file, at least, Mr Gandhi’s was 
still the voice of India. When the All-India Federation 
came into existence, what was to stop the electors from 
giving Congress a large majority in the Federal Assembly 
as well as in the greater number of Provincial Legislatures ? 
Without Mr Gandhi’s support, neither Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru nor Mr Jayakar could hope to get elected to the 
Federal Assembly. The leaders on board the Mooltan knew 
that there was a conspiracy against Mr Gandhi within the 
Congress Working Committee. They knew that, when the 
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Jirne was ripe, Congress might expel him. But Congress, 
by expelling Mr Gandhi, would expel in all probability 
half its members; and that was the half Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru and Mr Jayakar wdshed to attach to the Liberal cause. 
They never disguised the fact that Mr Gandhi was, in their 
own words, “ muddle-headed.” It was w'orth winning a 
“muddle-headed ” leader when he could bring wdth him 
a million “ muddle-headed ” followers. Cables flashed from 
the to tlie India Office and Viceregal Lodge as the 

boat forged her way through the angry monsoon-waters 



of the Arabian Sea. The Prime Minister, the Lord 


■.■44 


''i'M 


'' m 




si 




m 




Chancellor, the Secretary of State for India were agreed that 
Mr Gandhi must be encouraged to come to London, and 
the new Viceroy, ever amenable to advice from the India 
Office, agreed to see Mr Gandhi in Simla. There was no 
longer any doubt that Lord Willingdon would allow an 
inquiry into the methods of implementing the Delhi Pact 
which the harassed Government of Bombay had adopted. 

This correspondence was almost the last official action 
of Mr Wedgwood Benn as the Secretary of State. The 
great financial crisis made the English nation suddenly 
forget Mr Gandhi. Crowds surged up and down Whitehall 
on a Sunday evening, uncertain whether Mr Ramsay 
MacDonald or Mr Baldwin was the Prime Minister. As 
the Mooltan sailed northw’^ards, the delegates learned that 
Sir Samuel Hoare had succeeded Mr Wedgwood Benn. 
The Conference, a cable assured them, was to proceed as , 
though nothing had happened. I’hen they heard that 
Mr Gandhi was on his way to Bombay. By allowing the 
inquiry Lord Willingdon had destroyed Mr Gandhi’s last 
opportunity of avoiding the Conference. A special train 
was ordered for the man who persists in travelling third- ’ 
class, and officials spent a few anxious hours wondering! 
whether the special train would reach the harbour-side in • 
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time. No one can ever have been less willing to sail for the 
British Isles—except, perhaps, Roger Casement, when, at 
the bidding of Germany, he set out on a mission that he 
knew to be hopeless. 

The delegates from the Mooltan returned to an altered 
England. When the P. & O. special train reached Boulogne 
they were hustled about by English people who in their 
thousands were making a sudden return to London. Their 
arrival at Victoria attracted very little attention. Who could 
bother about reforms for India when the English by their 
providential good sense had just saved themselves from 
the loss of the gold standard } 

There were crowds later on in the streets. It became 
almost impossible to drive through the Strand at night. 
Yet there was not a trace of revolution; for the people were 
merely watching the principal buildings of the Metropolis 
flood-lit during an electricity convention. A delegate went 
to see the flood-lighting of St Paul’s Cathedral. The golden 
cross was reflected in the sky. “ There has been nothing 
like it,” someone announced, “ since the angels at Mons.” 
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-find Mr Gandhi’s humour easy to understand. The report 
soon spread through France that “ Le Mahatma est un 
grand comique.” 

Mr Gandhi was met at Folkestone by a few friends and 
by Sergeant Evans and Sergeant Rogers, who, in accord¬ 
ance with a time-honoured English tradition, were to 
protect the Mahatma from the would-be assassin. The 
sergeants and the friends motored with him to London, 
and deposited him outside the Friends’ Meeting House, 
where Mr Laurence Housman and others had assembled 
to give him a welcome. Across the road, and in the pouring 
rain, stood a few hundred spectators, who were themselves 
besieged by cranks with pamphlets to distribute or 
grievances to manufacture against the ill-clad guest of 
His Majesty’s Government. Near by was a band and a few 
spectacled ladies holding banners. They were the remnants 
of the I..eague against Imperialism. Now that Mr Gandhi 
had made his Pact with Lord Irwin, they reckoned him 
among the enemies of Freedom. Perhaps they were right. 

Mr Gandhi left the Meeting House quickly, and a row 
of cars followed Sergeant Evans and Sergeant Rogers in 
their drive through the half-deserted streets of the Gity. 
As they reached Aldgate—it was tea-time on a Saturday 
afternoon—traffic became thicker, and when Sergeant Evans 
and Sergeant Rogers succeeded in defying all traffic signals, 
inquisitive van-drivers and bus-drivers looked at once for 
a reason. They peered into the long line of cars, and 
they saw the “half-naked fakir T “ Oh! ’Im !~Gandhi ”; 
and they were hardly wrong in thinking that Mr Gandhi 
was laughing with them. Outside Kingsley Hall, where 
Mr Gandhi was to stay, stood the Mayor and officials of 
Bow, with some hundreds of Bow’s inhabitants. A roar of 
laughter greeted the guest of His Majesty’s Government. 
The Mahatma w^as, indeed, “ un grand comique.” 
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^Meanwhile, the spectacled ladies outside the Friends’ 
■:;;V Meeting House had taken up their bedraggled banners, and 
||' were trying to keep in step with the band as it piped them 
through the murky streets of Bloomsbury. The League 
■ ' against Imperialism was not showing to the best advantage. 



And Mrs Naidu had stepped into a car that was to take 
her, not to Bow, but to Park Place. Congress was to be 
represented in the West End as well as in the East. , 
On the following evening Mr Gandhi broadcast a 
message to the United States, and then Sergeant Evaiis and 
Sergeant Rogers arrived to escort him to the Dorchester 
Hotel, where he was to meet the Prime Minister and other 
British delegates to the Round Table Conference. The 
Prime Minister, he was soon to learn, would be affable, but 
correct. He had a few words to say to Mr Gandhi, but 
no more. There w^ere other people to whom he must talk—■ 
the Chief Minister of Hyderabad, the Dewan of Mysore, 
the Prime Minister of Bhavnagar. It was wrong tactically 
to confine one’s attention to Mr Gandhi: so the new 
Viceroy thought, when he refused to see Mr Gandhi in 
Bombay; so the Prime Minister w'as thinking now. The 
j, delegates looked at each other despairingly: Mr MacDonald 
and Mr Gandhi were not to become friends. 

Next day Sergeant Evans and Sergeant Rogers drove 
before Mr Gandhi as he set out for the Royal Palace of 
St James’s. The car wheeled into the courtyard; Guards¬ 
men stood stiffly to attention. The Lord Chancellor 
welcomed the distinguished delegates. The Secretary of 
; State spoke a few words. Then serious work began. The 
proceedings seemed to be interminable and oven unreal. 
Mr Gandhi had neither sympathy with the Palace and its 
surroundings—there was never an artist in him to destroy 
I' —jip.r understanding of the constitutional issues involved 
in Federation. He soon looked bored. A word or tv/o might 
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fiave worked a miracle. Mr Gandhi had listened intently 
while Sir Samuel Hoare was speaking. Here y/as a man 
who meant what he said, and who never pretended to be 
convinced when he was not. But from Mr Gandhi no word 
of encouragement could come. It was his day of silence. 

And when, on the following day, no vow prevented the 
loosening of his tongue and he gave a minute exposition 
of the Congress policy, it was clear that he knew not how 
to talk to men over a table.- Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and 
Mr Jayakar could do it, partly because they knew that they 
had the Lord Chancellor’s sympathy; chiefly becau.se they 
still practise at the Bar. Mr Gandhi needed a heart-to-heart 
talk more than anything else, and Mr Ramsay MacDonald, 
to judge from the first encounter, was in no mood to talk to 
him. In days gone by, he had heart-to-heart talks with Lord 
Irwin, and now Lord Irwin stayed at Garrowby and pre¬ 
pared for a season’s hunting. Yet Mr Robert Bernays spoke 
the truth when, in the vivid pages of Naked Fakir, he said 
that Lord Irwin should not let Mr Gandhi out of his sight. 

Apart from heart-to-heart talks with the British delegates, 
Mr Gandhi sought heart-to-heart talks with the men whom 
he judged to be his most powerful adversaries—Mr Winston 
Churchill, Lord Rothermere and Lord Beaverbrook. They 
had not attempted to meet him, though he was sure that if 
only he could talk with them alone they would understand 
his point of view. One day, as he was about to leave the 
Palace, a visiting card was brought to him. It was from 
Mr Randolph Churchill. Mr Gandhi almost ran to greet 
him; and he bore as gently as he could the discovery that 
Mr Randolph Churchill had come, not as his father’s 
emissary, but on a journalistic errands 
• • • » • • « 

It was a comfort to return from the stilted, business-like 
atmosphere of the Conference Room to the people who 
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ived round Kingsley Hall at Bow. Parts of the East End of 
^;v London are as drab as Ahmedabad itself. The cells at the 
top of Kingsley Hall, in which Mr Gandhi and the entourage 
'! were sleeping, reminded one curiously of Mr Gandhi’s 
headquarters in Bombay. Here it was almost possible to 
live an Indian life. One could rise before four and walk 
abroad without being dubbed an eccentric. Kingsley Hall 
belongs to the people. In and out walk men in search of 
work and women with grievances or joys to share. The 
East End knows how to put the foreigner at his ease: for 
instance, it did not need Charlie Brown, the gre.at Cockney 
publican, to defend the Chinese at Limehouse. Bow took 
to Mr Gandhi immediately. Children who flocked round 
him were soon calling him their Uncle Gandhi. 

Delegates bore this state of affairs for a week, and then 
complained. Mr Gandhi’s chief mission in London, they 
insinuated, was to bring the Conference to a successful 
conclusion. Some of the most important work of the 
Conference was naturally to be done in informal talks 
outside the Palace. It cost the delegates too much to go 
to Bow by taxi; and who has heard of a delegate travelling 
by bus or Underground ? Mr Gandhi listened with regret. 
He supposed that they were right. Yet his friends at 
Kingsley Hall were determined not to let him go. Miss 
Mary Hughes, daughter of the author of Tom Brown’s 
Schooldays, pleaded with him. “ You can’t go, brother,” 
she said. And there was one delegate to agree with her. 
The Prime Minister of Bhavnagar so liked Bow that he 
asked for accommodation near by, since there was no room 
for him at Kingsley Hall. All he wanted was a bathroom 
with hot water and cleanliness. But bathrooms with hot 
water are almost unknown to the neighbourhood of Kingsley 
Mall, and Sir Prabhashanker Pattani returned sori-owfully 
to his expensive hotel and to his dispatches to the 
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"Maharajah of Patiala on the progress of Confederation. It 
may have been as well; for the Maharajah was not likely 
to appreciate the fine point that the dispatches had been 
penned in the East End of London. 

Other delegates pleaded with Mrs Sarojini Naidu, She 
searched for a house and found one eventually in Knights- 
bridge. The house belonged to the late eighteenth century 
and little, if any, of the furniture was less than seventy 
years old. Mr Gandhi insisted upon sleeping at Bow. 
“ Whatever anyone says, nothing will induce me to tear my¬ 
self from this neighbourhood. This is the real Round Table. 
Conference work. I am getting at the heart of the people 
of England here.” The delegates, however, insisted that, 
whether or not he slept at Bow, he should work and receive 
his colleagues at Knightsbridge. The entourage made the 
most of both Knightsbridge and Bow. They divided tlie 
visitors into those who should call at Knightsbridge and 
those who should call at Bow. Mr Charles Chaplin, of 
whose existence Mr Gandhi had hitherto known nothing, 
went to Bow; Mr Bernard Shaw went to Knightsbridge. 
It was an excellent discrimination. Visitors who went 
to Bow found first of all a merry collection of children 
and then a bright and happy little man squatting on the 
bare floor before a spinning-wheel. Visitors who went to 
Knightsbridge were led up a genteel flight of stairs to a 
drawing-rooni which almost suggested the Regency period. 
In front of an enormous fire, propped up by satin and 
velvet cushions, sat the impoverished saint of India. And 
if—as frequently happened—visitors were shown first of 
all into the waiting-room, they found but two books with 
which to relieve their boredom. One was Debrett’s Peerage ] 
the other was Burke’s Landed Gentry of Ireland, Mr Gandhi 
had some excuse for preferring to remain at Bow. 

Mr Gandhi was ready to see everyone—Mrs Clare 
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But in an audience of schoolboys some are very impression¬ 
able, and Mr Gandhi was no doubt right in believing that 
genuine Round Table Conference work had taken him to 
Eton. 

In Oxford, Mr Gandhi was still more disappointing. If 
he came without book-learning or profound philosophy— 
if the road-making at Hinksey was the only one of Ruskin’s 
numerous contributions to the welfare of Oxford that he 
could really admire—Mr Gandhi was faithful to the old 
motto; Dominus illuminatio mea. Dons who have never met 
a Methodist socially were prepared to speak in a reverential 
tone of the great Hindu religion; and Mr Gandhi, whether 
at Balliol or Boar’s Hill, was surrounded by dons. They 
pursued him everywhere with their interrogations and 
theories of political science. “ Please, please, Mr Gandhi, 
think it possible you may be mistaken.” Mr Gandhi 
learned long ago to subdue his intellect to his will, and he 
had to disarm his critics either by agreeing with them or 
by laughing when they had cornered him in an argument. 
Dons shook their heads. Said the one who had professed 
to know him for many years: “ Mr Gandhi is not the man 
he used to be.” 

The truth is that Mr Gandhi was lost in London, and 
the old assurance and resilience were deserting him. Day 
after day—in the Conference which he had come to detest 
—he faced the Mohammedan delegates who would yield 
none of their demands. Day after day Dr Ambedkar came 
into greater prominence. He spoke for the Untouchables, 
and every speech on the welfare of India—whether from 
a Conservative or a Socialist—^would contain references to 
the tragic plight of the Untouchables. It was a sentimental 
rather than a practical concern. Mr Gandhi, by represent¬ 
ing the Untouchables, would have drawn eulogies from 
almost every pulpit in England—but now Dr Ambedkar 
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-had destroyed his platform. He so opposed the Mahatma 
that the public began to believe that two personalities 
dominated the Conference, Mr Gandhi and Dr Ambedkar. 
Nothing could have been further from the truth. To begin 
with, Mr Gandhi was not dominating the Conference 
nearly enough. He spoke once after Sir Samuel Hoare, 
whom he came to like more and more, had spoken in 
favour of indirect elections. Mr Gandhi agreed with him 
entirely, and then proceeded to elaborate his panchayat 
scheme, whereby villages elect their representative, a gi'oup 
of village representatives elect their district representative, 
and a group of district representatives elect the repre¬ 
sentative for the Legislature. It is a system which, while 
weakening Conservative fears, meets the Congress demand 
for adiilt suffrage, Indian Liberal delegates were warni 
in their approval. “Within a week,” one of them said, 
“ Gandhi will have the Conservatives at his feet.” He 
never spoke in this fashion again. Instead, there was the 
wrangle with Dr Ambedkar. At first Mohammedans seemed 
to enjoy the Mahatma’s discomfiture; but in time every 
delegate was wishing that Dr Ambedkar would show 
Mr Gandhi the courtesy to which his personal eminence 
certainly entitled him. 

Mr Gan dhi sought temporary relief by a visit to Lancashire. 
From the first, he had promised to go to Manchester. He 
could not deny a partial responsibility for the misfortunes 
of the cotton Operatives. But in the eyes of discontented 
delegates the visit was an unpardonable interruption of 
Round Table Conference work. , 

Once more statesmen and people, however, forgot India 
and the Conference. They had failed, after all, to save the 
gold standard, and now they wanted a General Election, to 
show confidence in the Government they already possessed. 
A young Liberal who has some claims to be called the 
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friend of India protested against this political madness. 
“ If Gandhi dropped down dead at Bow,” he complained, 
the newspapers would relegate the' announcement to a 
back page.” Within a week he was himself fighting for 
a Parliamentary seat, as a supporter of the National 
Government. Another Englishman who knew India well 
volunteered his services as a speaker, provided he was not 
asked to support a candidate who had been hostile to the 
clamour for reform in India. The party headquarters advised 
him sternly to keep India out of his speeches. “ This election 
is being fought on domestic issues,” they said. 


Thus the Emergency Government became the National 
Government. The Conservatives were in, and the Indian 
delegates, with an unerring sense of political realities in a 
country other than their own, knew that it was with the 
Conservative point of view that they must deal. 

The advocates of Confederation knew it. Hitherto the 
Maharajah of Dholpur, whose views corresponded with 
thosfe of the Maharajah of Patiala, had not been successful 
in his encounters with Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru at St James’s 
Palace. Now, however, there were many new Conservative 
Members of Parliament ready to show sympathy; and his 
cause gained strength when the Prime Minister of Indore 
informed Conservative acquaintances that his young ruler, 
who recently left Oxford, shared the views of the Maharajah 
of Dholpur. 

The Mohammedans knew it. True, the Nawab of Bhopal, 
the young Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes, had 
dangerous sympathies with Mr Gandhi and whole-heartedly 
supported the idea of Federation. True also, the Nizam of 
Hyderabad, premier Prince of India, gave qualified, but 
none the less vital, support to Federation. Yet the views 
of the Mohammedan politicians from British India were 
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Mr Gandhi and other leaders that they are Tories in 
disguise. A year ago these Liberal leaders had come to 
London and risked the calumny of their countrymen en¬ 
gaged upon a Civil Disobedience movement. They had been 
compelled to bring back to India the substance of reform, 
or their reputations would have vanished ignominiously. 
And they had at least succeeded in bringing back a 
tentative scheme which was to embrace all the Princes and 
peoples of India in a single Federation. They were not 
prepared to witness, still less to participate in, the frustration 
of their scheme. 

Yet their scheme was in grave peril, even before the new 
Cabinet was to give it a preliminary consideration. The 
cry that disunity among the Princes and the failure to 
reach a communal settlement made Federation impossible, 
or at least inopportune, was so facile and plausible that 
some of India’s best friends responded to it. The Liberals 
prepared for action immediately. They saw that even now 
Mr Gandhi could occupy a key position. All he had to do 
was to preside over the various meetings that were thrash¬ 
ing out the communal question^ accept whatever decision 
was reached, and leave all constitutional questions severely 
aloneV The Liberal leaders were willing to give the 
Mohammedans whatever they claimed; and if a communal 
settlement were achieved they would give to Mr Gandhi 
all the praise and credit, whether he deserved it or not. 

But silence is not always Mr Gandhi’s most effective 
quality. Delegates remembered that, on the day after Great 
Britain departed from the gold standard, Sir Samuel Hoare 
invited Mr Gandhi to call at the India Office, so that he 
might explain to him the effect such an event would have 
upon the rupee. “ But I understand nothing whatever 
about currency,” Mr Gandhi declared, with disarming 
frankness. Yet within twenty-four hours the wealthier 
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ddegates were telling him that the departure from the gold^ 
standard was a betrayal of Indian interests, and Mr Gandhi 
found no happiness until he could announce that this 
departure was but another instance of the economic ex¬ 
ploitation of the dumb masses of India, Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru and his friends heard this wild talk unperturbed. 
They had not forbidden him to speak of economics or of 
finance. It was on Federation alone, the constitutional 
steel-frame of the new political India, that they commanded 
his silence. Unhappily, when Mr Gandhi next paid a visit 
to Oxford, and sat once more amid obsequious dons, he 
announced that he was prepared to accept Provincial 
autonomy; he was prepared to accept Provincial autonomy, 
Mr—now Sir Edward—Benthall told a Calcutta audience 
a few weeks later, “ as a means of bringing to a deadlock 
all Central Government.” Though Mr Gandhi knew as 
much about Federation as he knew about currency, his 
words floated swiftly to the India Office. The new Cabinet 
received its cue. 

The communal wrangle grew worse. There were daily 
reports that the Maharajah of Kashmir was about to 
abdicate, and it was futile to deny that many of the plots 
against him were of British Indian manufacture. Feelings 
were naturally exacerbated, though the saner Moham¬ 
medans were merely playing for position, and some of the 
unhappier features of the wrangle might not have appeared 
if Mr Ramsay MacDonald had boldly announced his 
approval of new Mohammedan Provinces before the Con¬ 
ference ended; but this would have meant bringing India 
to the notice of the Cabinet sooner than he wished to do. 

Mr Gandhi's dread of the Conference—a dread which 
had made him turn from the vital work of preparation to 
a finicking inquisitiveness into the Government of India’s 
methods of implementing the Delhi Pact—was more than 
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Nor was the change of faiths the only remarkable con¬ 
trast which the two leaders provided. Gandhi, the saint, 
the ascetic, the minister of healing, was more engrossed 
in the political fight than he had ever been before. Smuts, 
the soldier, the orator, the born Parliamentarian, found 
well-won leisure in opposition. He had written and 
published an exhaustive book on Holism, and now he was in 
London conversing on equal terms with the savants of the 
West. It was almost as though the one had become what 
the other wished to be. 

Such personal contacts as these Mr Gandhi longed to 
have. Yet General Smuts could not solve his problem 
for iiim. Nor could help have come from Lord Irwin. Of 
necessity there was a profound difference between Lord 
Irwin the Viceroy and Lord Irwin the country gentleman 
at Garrowby who, for all he knew then, would never 
again be invited to join a Cabinet. Lord Irwin could give 
encouragement, but not leadership; it was not for him to 
embarrass his successor in Delhi. Rather it was for Mr 
Gandhi so to dominate the Conference that Lord Irwin and 
many others who had publicly expressed their confidence 
in the Mahatma could be rescued from an ill-deserved 
contempt. ’ 

Respites from the Round Table Conference grew fewer 
and briefer. The communal dispute stared the Mahatma 
in the face. The Minorities Sub-Committee met four times, 
and on each occasion it met only to adjourn. The Prime 
Minister, as Chairman; lectured the members on their 
inability to reach a settlement, but it was of no avail. 


Moreover, the mail was bringing still grimmer reports 
from India. The Working Committee of Congress was by 
no means satisfied witli the labours of Mr Gandhi, Mrs 
Naidu and Pandit Malaviya. If they could not do better, 
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made himself one with the poorest peasants of India and 
their dress beca;ne his uniform. In the Palace of the King- 
Emperor he was to wear this uniform with the same ease 
and pride that William Booth, when presented to King 
Edward, had worn his uniform as General of the Salvation 
Army. 

It is a quick transition from Buckingham Palace to the 
tenements of Bow, where children shouted their greetings 
and begged him to see the swings in their recreation- 
ground. The one was as much a part of London as the 
other. The unwieldiness of the Metropolis has not utterly 
destroyed its family spirit. Rich men and women who 
discussed religion with him were not different from the 
children who sent him a basket with two woolly dogs, 
three pink birthday candles, a tin plate, a blue pencil, and 
some jelly sweets. Whatever else happened, this man of no 
possessions would keep the toys. 



But while Mr Gandhi unburdened his thoughts to 
prelates and Christian Science lecturers, to statesmen in 
opposition like General Smuts and Mr Lloyd George, other 
members of the Conference were making headway with 
the Communal problem. If they could not reach an 
agreement under the honorary presidency of Mr Gandhi, 
they would meet without him. Henceforward Bow and 
Knightsbridge were not to be the only centres for Conference 
plotting. Representatives of the Mohammedans, Europeans, 
Anglo-Indians, Untouchables met together. In a very short 
period of time they had drawn up a Minorities Pact, to 
which every representative of the Minorities—with the 
notable exception of the Sikh leader, Sardar Ujjal Singh— 
appended his signature. Mr Benthall sent Mr Gandhi 
a copy of the Pact and a courteous, if rather buoyant, 
explanatory letter. Dr Ambedkar met Mr Gandhi’s gaze at 
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, James’s with an almost defiant smile. There were but 
two obvious courses open to Mr Gandhi. One was to accept 
the decision of the Minorities with whatever grace he could 
summon. The other was to rally the great Hindu majority 
to his side; to speak not as the sole representative of 
Congress, but as the spokesman of all the Hindus—the 
orthodox Hindu Mahasabha included. Mr Gandhi’s eyes 
travelled swiftly down the clauses of the Pact. He saw at 
once that the Pact vindicated the truculent attitude which 
Dr Ambedkar had adopted, for separate electorates were 
generously “bestowed upon the Untouchables, Obvious 
courses were not for Mr Gandhi. If, hitherto, he had been 
uncertain of his mission in London, he knew now what 
it was his duty to do. He would save the Untouchables 
from their leader. He called on Sir Samuel Hoare. He 
even called on Mr Ramsay MacDonald, whom he for once 
impressed with the vehemence of his views. 

Mr Gandhi would speak of nothing else. “ Separate 
electorates to the Untouchables,” he declared in a speech, 
” will ensure them bondage in perpetuity. The Musulmans 
will never cease to be Musulmans, by having separate 
electorates. Do you want the Untouchables to remain 
Untouchables for ever ? ” And, however lightly the Indian 
Liberal may regard Mr Gandhi’s views on Federation, 
he has a healthy respect for his views on Minorities. A 
Minorities Pact falls far short of a general agreement, and 
because it provoked the hostility of the orthodox Hindus 
and the Sikhs—more particularly because it roused the 
anger of Mr Gandhi—the Pact died the day it was born. 
Its demise was promptly acknowledged by British and 
Indian delegates alike. The communal settlement, as 
everyone now admitted, would have to be imposed by the 
British Government. 

Slowly, but surely, the Conservative members of the 
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"’Cabinet were reaching the conclusion which the Indian 
Liberal delegates had alread}/ foreseen —that India should 
receive Provincial autonomy before she received Federation. 

At the strategically correct moment the Indian Liberais\ 
issued a manifesto in which they proclaimed to the 
Cabinet and the Press of both countries that they would 
not accept Provincial autonomy without Federation. 

Mr Wedgwood Benn and Mr Lees Smith, as the Labour 
Party delegate to the Round Table Conference, took up 
this cry at St James’s, and with such gusto that Lord ]■&, 
Reading and Sir Samuel Hoare were compelled to deny 
that the Government seriously contemplated any other 
course of action. How Mr Ramsay MacDonald persuaded 
his Cabinet to follow in line with the manifesto of the Vif 
Indian Liberals we shall never know, until Cabinet papers 
are made accessible to the student. Delegates w'ho were , 
not often wrong in their surmises hinted that Mr Ramsay lii., 
MacDonald, assuming a split in the National Government \ 
to be inevitable, thought that the split might as well come 
over India. He wanted not merely the passive support of 
Conservative colleagues, but their active participation in 
the Parliamentary debates on a future White Paper. And 
w'hen these debates eventually took place, even Lord 
Hailsham and Sir John Simon spoke wdth enthusiasm, .j 
Was Conservative opinion so easily reconciled? Or was the 
master spirit none other than Sir Samuel Hoare? Honest 
men have a habit of reaching conclusions uncomfortable 
to party feeling: Indians, as the Mooltan brought them 
northwards, heard of Sir Samuel Hoare’s appointment with 
misgiving; but since then he had diligently studied Indian 
affairs and that study had been driving him steadily to the 
Irwinian policy. Mr Gandhi was right in- deciding that 
Sir Samuel was the one man worthy of full consideration. , 
Since the National Government decided what its Indian 
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V? to be, the time for closing the Conference had 
come, Mr Ramsay MacDonald agreed, therefore, to address 
tire final session on ist December. A day or two before- 
^ band the Conference met in plenary session, and since 
' almost every delegate felt it his duty to make a speech, 
each meeting continued far into the night. The early hours 
of ist December arrived, and the assembled delegates 
were still waiting to hear Mr Gandhi’s final speech. 
Mr Ramsay MacDonald, with well-appreciated courtesy, 
entered the Throne Room shortly after midnight, so that 
he might himself hear what Mr Gandhi had to say. First 
of all there fell an eloquent speech from the lips of Mr 
Srinivasa Sastri, who begged the Mahatma to forget old 
scores and to follow the paths of peace and co-operation. 
There is not the slightest doubt that his speech won the 
enthusiastic approval of all the other delegates present—all 
save Mr Gandhi. 

Mr Gandhi was not sure. Decisions had been made not 
by him, but by the British Government. Perhaps he liked 
those decisions. In his own heart he craved for peace. 
But then he represented a party, and, however pitiable his 
performance in London had been, it was his duty as a 
party leader not to betray his followers. If the Government 
was right, he could either say so openly and court dismissal, 
or he could suspend the expression of judgment, return to 
India and urge his Working Committee to see the Govern¬ 
ment proposals in a favourable light. He had often played 
the party game badly; but this did not mean that he was 
always to play it badly. He had to “ educate his party.” 
Fair-minded men can see his position lurking behind the 
last speech delivered shortly before two in the morning. 
Civil Disobedience, he declared, was a better weapon for the 
winning of freedom than force. The British Government 
would have to succumb to it, just as the Government of 
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rrime Minister’s impending declaration. 


They had coaxed Mr Gandhi and then cold-shouldered 
him. Now they were waiting to see whether, as a result of 
this treatment, he would return good for evil. 

At the appointed hour Mr Ramsay MacDonald rose to 
speak. 'I’he smoothness of his periods showed that he had 
not wasted his time between six and ten. He expressed 
the Government’s willingness, if need be, to impose a pro¬ 
visional settlement of the communal dispute, “ for they are 
determined that even this disability shall not be permitted 
to be a bar to progress.” He referred to the proposals that 
Provincial autonomy should precede Federation; but, he 
added, it is clear that a partial advance does not commend 
itself to you. You have indicated your desire that no change 
should be made in the Constitution which is not effected 
by one all-embracing Statute covering the whole field, and 
His Majesty’s Government have no intention of urging 
responsibility which, for whatever reason, is considered at 
the moment premature or ill-advised. It may be that 
opinion and circumstance will change, and it is not necessary 
here and now to take any irrevocable decision.” So the 
Liberals were right when they argued that the Cabinet 
differed about the proposal for an “ all-embracing Statute ”? 

The Prime Minister paused to glance round the spacious 
Throne Room. A delegate was yawning. Another struggled 
hard to keep awake. A third was fast asleep. The flesh had 
been too weak to endure so long a spate of speech-making. 
Mr MacDonald promised a small working committee to 
carry on the work of the Conference in India. He said that 
he would later announce the appointment of three special 
committees to go out to India and report on problems of 
franchise, finance and the relations between the Princes. 
He also said that, if it were practicable, the Government 
would sanction the separation of Sind from the Presidency 
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It was almost the last conversation Mr Gandhi had in 
Europe, for the next day was his day of silence, and not a 
word was spoken as he journeyed down to Brindisi and 
embarked on the Italian liner, the Pilstia, that was to take 
him to Bombay. 

» « • • • • “ 

There were to be nearly twelve days of uninterrupted 
peace. Away from the fret and fever of London, away from 
the ceremonies and attentions of the Continent, Mr Gandhi 
could review the position which Mr Ramsay MacDonald’s 
final speech at the Round Table Conference had created. 
I'here were to be discussions with the Viceroy and the 
Working Committee. He did not know how he could 
reconcile the prospects of peace with the new Bengal 
Ordinances; but at least the Bengal Ordinances were not 
directed against him. Every fair-minded Englishman in 
India knew that the terrorists of Bengal never took their 
orders from Gujerat and the Sabarmati ashram. None the 
less, the existence of these Ordinances suggested that 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was not alone in cultivating the 
“ war mentality.” And Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was now 
in prison for defying an order of the United Provinces 
Government. India had altered in Mr Gandhi’s absence. 
He would have to take stock of the situation. 

As he sat pondering his problem, the ship’s wireless 
news w’^as shown to him. It announced that during his stay 
in Rome he had given an interview to the Giornale dTtaliay 
saying: 

The Round Table Conference had been for Indians 
a long and slow’ agony. It had, however, served to make 
quite clear to the British authorities the spirit of the Indian 
nation and of its leaders and to mask the true intentions of 
England. He w’as returning to India in order to restart at 
once his struggle against England, which was to take the 

















An Ambassador returns 

imposing any conditions whatsoever as to the scope or j 
subject of discussion, and I on my part can promise that I 
would study with an open mind all the facts that he might- 
put before me. I would unhesitatingly and willingly go to 
the respective provinces and, with the aid of the authorities, 
study both sides of the question, and if I came to the con¬ 
clusion, after such a study, that the people were in the wrong, 
and that the Working Committee, including myself, were 
misled as to the correct position, and that the Government 
was right, I should have no hesitation in making that open 
confession and guiding the Congress accordingly.” 

If Mr Gandhi had ended the telegram here it is diiScult 
to believe that Lord Willingdon could have refused to see 
him. Even Calcutta could not have objected. But the 
Working Committee would not permit Mr Gandhi to send 
an unedited telegram. He was to tell the Viceroy about 
his plans for Civil Disobedience, and he continued, “ the 
Working Committee has accepted my advice and passed a 
resolution tentatively sketching a plan of Civil Disobedience, 

1 am sending herewith the text of the resolution. If His 
Excellency thinks it worth while to see me, the operation 
of the resolution will be suspended during our discussion, 
in the hope that it may result in the resolution being finally , 
given up. I admit that the correspondence between His 
Excellency and myself is of such grave importance as not 
to brook delay in publication. I am, therefore, sending 
my telegram, your reply, this rejoinder and the Working , 
Committee’s resolution for publication,” 

This Avas more than Lord Willingdon was prepared to 
stand. “No Government,” he replied, “consistent with 
the discharge of its responsibility, can be subject to any 
condition sought to be imposed under the menace , of 
unlawful action by any political organization, nor can the 
Government of India accept the position implied in your 
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telegram that its policy should be dependent on the 
judgment of yourself as to the necessity of the measures 
which the Government has taken after the most careful and 
thorough consideration of the facts and after all possible 
remedies have been exhausted. . . Perhaps Sir Samuel 
Hoare remembered these exasperating telegrams when, 
inaugurating the telephone service between London and 
Bombay, on May Day, 1933, he said: “The dangerous 
enemies are not Eastern and Western nationalism, or Indian 
and British politics, but ignorance and misunderstanding. 
Let us then see more of each other, and let us talk to each 
other more and more freely. ... A few minutes’ talk will 
often clear up troubles that have looked very black in 
voluminous correspondence.” 

By this time Englishmen in India were thoroughly 
lalarmed. Mr Benthali, who had just returned from London 
'himself, called on Mr Gandhi, and so did Mr Miller, 
the “ oil-king ” and President of the Bombay European 
^Association. Later in the afternoon, members of the Welfare 
of India League called, and they remained so convinced that 
Mr Gandhi had an open mind on contemporary issues 
that they cabled to the Viceroy and begged him, even at 
the eleventh hour, to grant an interview. 

( But the die was cast. Sir Samuel Hoare was not alone 
jin believing that the Government could crush Civil 
! Disobedience. The Viceroy and the Government of India 
'believed it. They saw terrorism in Bengal, revolution in 
the United Provinces and wild disorder in the North-West 
Frontier Province. They were not wulling to talk amiably 
to Mr Gandhi while the Congress under the cover of an 
armistice prepared for war. In the small hours of 4th 
January, therefore, a genial Irishman, Sir Patrick Kelly, the 
Commissioner for Police, called at Mr Gandhi’s residence 
with a warrant for his arrest. 







The Tragedy of Gmidhi 

-:^ing. Such was the case with Egypt, the War of 1914, and 
such is the case with India. My whole being rebels against 
the idea that in a system called democratic one man should 
have unfettered power of affecting the destiny oif an ancient 
people numbering over three hundred millions, and that 
his decisions can be enforced by mobilizing the most 
terrible forces of destruction. To me this is a negation of 
democracy.” 

It was an accurate analysis. The “ diehards ” were not 
far wrong when they declared that India would not take 
eagerly to Parliamentary Government. The leaders of 
political India assembled in London only to witness a 
General Election at close quarters. The men who in the 
past clamoured for the hanging of the Kaiser and the 
denunciation of the Zinovieft' letter were now asking for 
“ a doctor’s mandate.” And a doctor’s mandate meant that 
in the future members of Parliament were not to interfere 
unduly with the activities of the Cabinet. Parliament, in 
other words, was to accelerate its own process of decline 
and degeneration. The effect of this election upon India 
was disastrous^ for while the British Government quickly 
secured Parliamentary sanction for the Prime Minister’s 
declaration, Sir Samuel Hoare was soon able to proclaim 
for India a twin policy of repression and reform without 
reference to Parliamentary opinion, still less to public 
opinion. Yet, in justice to Sir Samuel Hoare, it must be 
admitted that he was acting as cofistitutional custom 
entitled him to act. 'I'here was no genuine public opinion 
to which he could refer. The capita] of the. British Empire 
—one of the most parochial cities in tiie world—had mani¬ 
festly, lost interest in Indian affairs. The progress of Civil 
Disobedience did not concern it. So great did Mr Gandhi’s 
failure at the Round Table Conference appear that it 
became indelicate for writers on Indian politics to refer to 
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him or to suggest that, even behind prison bars, he might 
still be able to express the voice of India. When Mr Oswald 
Birley, who had painted portraits of Lord Irwin and 
Mr Gandhi, submitted both of them to the selection 
committee of the Royal Academy, the portrait of Mr Gandhi 
was rejected. No political significance was to be attached 
to the rejection, which, the Committee emphasized, was 
made on aesthetic grounds. Certain clubmen thought that 
Mr Birley was lucky to have even his portrait of Lord Irwin 
accepted. But, when all is said and done, Mr Gandhi’s 
protest against the autocratic powers of the Secretary of 
State was a little antiquated. The Government of one 
country can no longer be held responsible to the democracy 
or the pseudo-democracy of another. That fact alone gave 
the cry for reform its justification. 

In due course, on 13 th April, Sir Samuel Hoare replied 
to Mr Gandhi. He reminded him that “ Lord Lothian’s 
Committee has not yet completed its tour and it must be 
some weeks before vre can receive any conclusions at which 
it may have arrived.” He repeated his belief that the 
Ordinances were necessary. “ We shall not keep the enier- 
gency measures in force any longer than we are obliged to for 
the purpose of maintaining the essentials of law and order 
and protecting our officials and other classes'of the com¬ 
munity against terrorist outrages.” Then for weeks nothing 
more was heard. Sir Samuel Hoare communicated Mr 
Gandhi’s letter to his chief, but neither in India nor in 
England did Mr Gandhi’s decision to “ fast unto death ” 
become commcfn knowledge. Father Elwin and his friends 
met to sing LeaL Kindly Light, not knowing where the 
Light was to lead Mr Gandhi. 

The communal settlement could not be indefinitely 
postponed. Lord Lothian and his colleagues, now back 
in London, issued their Report on Indian Franchise. The 
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four candidates who were to stand for election by all Hindus 
in the constituency, whether caste or outcast. Reserved 
seats were to continue not longer than ten years. In the 
Central Legislature—to which, incidentally, the communal 
award did not apply—eighteen per cent, of the general 
British Indian seats were to be reserved for the Untouch¬ 
ables. Finally, the leaders agreed that in every province an 
adequate sum should be earmarked to provide educational 
facilities for the Untouchables. On 24th September the 
leaders signed the Yeravda Pact. Then they waited, not 
very patiently, for the Government to announce its decision. 
It w'as the week-end, but Sir Samuel Hoare and the Prime 
Minister came at once to London and examined the Pact, 
The 26th of September arrived, and still the Government’s 
decision was unknown. The doctors announced that Mr 
Gandhi had“ entered the danger zone.” Dr Tagore reached 
Yeravda Gaol from Santiniketan. He thought that if he 
could sing a few of his own songs it might soothe and 
comfort the patient. And as soon as he saw Mr Gandhi, 
lying in a cot beneath the mango-tree, he fell on his knees 


and buried his old and handsome face in the bedclothes. 
Mr Gandhi was too weak to speak to him. That day, how¬ 
ever, the British Government announced its acceptance of 
the Yeravda Pact, It had heard of the agreement “ with 
great satisfaction.” Mr Gandhi was free to break bis fast. 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr Jayakar—two thoroughly 
Anglicized Hindus, more at home in the Law Courts and 
at the Conference in St James’s Palace than in an ashram^ 
or in a prison-played a strange and unexpected part in 
the destiny of their religion. Yet in their hearts they pre¬ 
ferred political to religious reform, and no sooner was the 
Yeravda Pact signed than they tried to dissuade Mr Gandhi 
from the path of non-co-operation. They wanted him, 
despite his past failure in London, to attend the third 
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of the suspension and unconditionally discharge all civil 
resisters. If I survive the ordeal, it will give me time to 
survey the situation and to tender advice both to the 
Congress leaders and, if I may venture to do so, to the 
Government. I would like to take up the thread at the 
point where I was interrupted on my return from England. 
If no understanding is arrived at between the Government 
and the Congress as the result of my effort, and Civil 
Disobedience is resumed, it will be open to the Government, 
if they so choose, to revive the Ordinance rule. If there is 
the will on the part of the Government, I have no doubt 
that a modus operandi will be found. I shall not abuse my 
release, and if I come safely through the ordeal, and I find 
the political atmosphere as murky as it is to-day, without 
taking a single step, secretly or openly, in furtherance of 
Civil Disobedience, I shall invite them to take me back 
to Yeravda to join the companions whom I almost seem to 
have deserted.” 

Mrs Gandhi and Mrs Naidu watched over their friend 
as he took to his bed, the better to conserve his strength 
for the three weeks’ fast. In two days’ time, Mrs Naidu 
believed that Mr Gandhi was showing all the symptoms of 
jaundice, and she sent an urgent message to Dr Ansari, in 
Delhi. Dr Ansari hurried to Poona, which he resolved not 
to leave until the fast had ended. He showed no anxiety. 
He believed that the patient would survive the ordeal. 

In London, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapni and Mr Jayakar 
were with Indians assisting the Joint Select Committee in 
its examination of the Government’s White Paper. There 
was no need for them to be perturbed. They could offer 
Mr Gandhi no advice. They were politicians capable of 
taking a lead in the national reconstruction of India- In 
the national regeneration of India they could follow only 
Mr Gandhi’s leadership. 
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g who more completely deserves to 
enter this happy state. He has triumphed and blundered. 
He has sinned, as a doctor of the Church would have 
understood sin, and as a Greek would have understood 
“ the missing of the mark.” But the mark of a saint is not 
perfection; it is consecration LWho among us is to dispute 
his claim to the^tle of Mahatma? He taught his country¬ 
men self-respect. They no longer fear the taunt—the silly 
taunt—of racial inferiority. He tjjftfght them to respect the 
individuality of dV men, no matter how mean their estate 
may be. He made himself one with the poorest of the poor. 
He entered the palaces of kii^s in the garment worn by 
millions of India’s peasant^; So doing, he showed that 
the peasant with his homely but ancient and deeply rooted 
philosophy has yet some contribution to make to the 
wisdom and happiness of his fellow-m With these 
achievements, it is less easy to speak of the Tragedy of 
Gandhi, or to bemoan too deeply the fact that at a fateful 
Conference'he had no acceptable solution to offer.)lt may 
be that, even if he had not been born, enlightened Hindus 
would have recognized the sinfulness of condemning 
millions of men and women to an unjust condition of 
XJntouchability.^Evil does not endure^ The spirit of man 
is ever ready to destroy evil, once it is made aware of the exis¬ 
tence of evil. Pious Hindus have condoned Untouchability 
as in the past pious Christians have condoned slavery. 
^But to Mr Gandhi belongs in ample measure the credit 
for having undermined the foundations of Untouchability. 
He will not live to see its complete disappearance; 
for the evil is deeply rooted. But he has lit the candle 
which cannot yet be extinguished .'^Men will forget the 
details of the Round Table Conference. They will in time 
and with the help of the spirit of Satyagraha —forget the 
animosity they have felt towards Englishmen in India. 

X 







The Tragedy of Gandhi 

‘ We see now,” said Emerson, “ events forced on us which 
see m to retard the civility of ages . But the world spirit is 
a good swimmer, storms and waves cannot drown him; 
through the years and the centunj^s a great and beneficent 
tendency irresistibly streams/V^ 

The world spirit will surely reunite Indian and English¬ 
man. They will learn to adapt themselves to new conditions 
and to embrace a new style of partnership. There are too 
many among us whose childhood was spent in the warm sun 
of India, and w'hose best years as adults were given to the 
country of their adoption, for the adventurous-minded ever 
to betray the true interests of India.^ India is ready to test 
our religion, our civilization and our methods of government. 
Whatever survives that ordeal is, indeed, pure gold.^ 

And time will enable us to ^e the triumphs and blunders 
of Gandhi in a gentler light; He has harboured no enmity 
against us.'^ Posterity will certainly number him among 
the friends of England^One day we shall raise a statue to 
his memoiy, as we have rmsed statues to the memory of 
Washington and T ■inrnlny.anH t he memory of others 
whose universal spirit transcended the conditions of tlie ir 

iirne.)Perhaps that statue will be placed within one of our 
great cathedrals which consoled him during his last visit to 
England. It would not be more incongruous than the statue 
raised in Winchester Cathedral to the memory of St Joan. 

Mr Gandhi experimented with Truth ,'^nd not a few of 
his conclusions have a universal validity. Struggle there 
must be; but who shall say that the methods of Satyagraha 
cannot replace the methods of warfare ? Mr Gandhi is not 
‘^gifted with great intellect or learning. Never was there a 
presence less calculated to impress the crowd. But the 
Truth revealed to one diligent seeker can liberate the 
multitude. The weak become strong.^ 
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some of his time in translating ancient Indian religious lyrics 
into English. Many of these are of great beauty and have 
never appeared in English before. The whole collection forms 
an invaluable anthology of Indian devotional and mystical 
literature. It has been prepared for the Press and arranged 
metrically by an English friend of Mr Gandhi* Sanskrit and 
vernacular terms being omitted in order that the universal 
significance of the poems may be more adequately brought out. 
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